
How a generation of 
Mad River Valley skiers 
shaped Vermont 
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BROADSIDE HITS INN BUSINESS CAPITAL GAIN 

John Vincent's print revolution The Highland Lodge is reborn Bohemian Bakery in Montpelier 











MONARCH 


Pastry Shop / Fine Diner / Cocktail Bar 

Monday & Tuesday - Breakfast/Lunch 
Wednesday through Sunday - Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner 


111 Saint Paul St, Burlington, VT 
www.monarchandthemilkweed.com 



Limit 1 per customer 
Thru February 2017 


1 FULL-PRICED ITEM 



Save Your 
Presidents 



Buy Touchbar MacBook Pro 

15 in. with AppleCare 

Get $50 gift card 




Small Dog 


South Burlington, VT 


Value Added 
Reseller 


Ecco Clothes | 81 Church Street I Burlington, VT 
eccoclothesboutique.com | 802.860.2220 


Rutland | South Burlington | Waitsfield | Key West | 









Davsies Winner 
2012-2016 


SHELBURNE 


COLCHESTER 


Route 7 in Ferrisburgh 

8012-425-3971 (9.5 miles soul 
of the 5helbume Mtrseum) 


Exit *JE off 189) 


DanformShoesVT.com 


Winter Accessories SALE 

30% off ALL Pistil Accessories 
hats, gloves, scarves and belts 
Going on NOW through March 1st 


pistil 


SMOKEHOUSE 

CAI C THE BEST PRICES OF THE YEAR! 

s 20% OFF ALL THE FAVORITES. STOCK UP FOR WINTER! 

^ Instore Only, oilers valid through 2/25/1 7 only 


HURRY, 

FINAL DAYS! 


^oHierr^ 


PIG 


SMOKED MEAT * LIBATIONS * BREWERY. 

VICES ARE OUR BUSINESS. 


Apres The Right Way 


Q Brewery opens al 1 1:30AM everyday for LUNCH + SUPPER 

1^7 23 South Main Street Waterbury, Vermont 7=r prohibitionpig.com 


— 

Reward checking 


2 . 25 ? 0 . 55 ? 1 0 . 10 ? 


ESI 


Verx&nt Federal 

CREDIT UNION 

vermontfederal.org / 888.252.0202 







2800 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne, VT 
burllngtonbedrooms.com 
802-985-3049 

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-6, 
Closed Sunday 


FREE 

DELIVERY IN 

, CHITTENDEN 
_ COUNTY „ 


Queen Sets Starting 
as low as $ i r\~I A 


U 70 v 

FINANCING / 
AVAILABLE ^ 


BOOK 

SIGNING 

EVENT 

March 2 nd at 5 : 30 pm 

Doors open at 5pm to meet Kelly 

Dementia expert and nationally renowned 
speaker, Ms. Kelly McCarthy has over 
twenty years experience with assisted 
living and memory care communities. 

She discusses how “Brass Ring 
Memoirs” method is an effective tool for 
communicating with and caring for those 
affected by memory challenges. 


Proudly hosted at The Residence at Shelburne Bay 
185 Pine Haven Shores Road • Shelburne, VT 
Please RSVP by February 27th to (802) 923-2524 


^residence JCresidence 

Independent 8r Assisted Living and Reflections Memory Care 

Good Times. Good Friends. Great Care! 


Enjoy locally sourced 
hors d’oeuvres & wine 
by Shelburne Vineyard 


The first 30 attendees 
to RSVP will receive a 
FREE auto g raphed co py 

of Brass Ring Memoirs. 


Midwinter Sale ‘ 
Save lip to 60 

Lowest Prices of the Year! 


• Ski Wear • Backpacks 

• Down Jackets • Footwear 

• Fleece Jackets • Urban Wear 

• Softshell Jackets 

thermqBau: $ ultra fuseform 


Shop Our In-Store Sale for a Chance 
to Win s 1000 Travel Gift Card. 


Burlington 


HURRY IN FOR INCREDIBLE PRESIDENT'S DAY SAVINGS 


Promo ends 3/6/17 


/c omfo rt' 

FREE 

BOXSPRING 

8 r p1B*1000 

on Select Serta® iComfort® Adjustable 
Mattress Sets* 


* ^ 
\JLi 


The Mattress Outlet 
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FLEEDOM 

Asylum seekers 
are pouring into 
Canada, where 
they receive a 

the IIS. So much 
for "Give me your 
tired, your poor./' 

y 

THREE AND A HALF 
FEET UNDER 

Vermont may 
allow shallower 
burials to allow 

Even our corpses 

t 

PUPPY LOVE 

A Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog from 

ofbreed"atthe 
Westminster Kennel 
Club Dog Show. 
Bow wow, Beatrice! 

3 * 

DY GEORGE 

Marchers hit 
Church Street 
in Burlington on 

My President’s 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 

1. "Breakwater Cafe Closes, Will Be Second 
Location for the Spot" by Hannah Palmer 
Egan. The lakeside Burlington pub is 
dosing, but a new restaurant will take its 
place this summer. 

2. Tear on the Farm: Trump’s Immigration 
Crackdown Threatens Vermont's Dairy 
Industry" by Paul Heintz. What do 
President Donald Trump’S policies mean for 
Vermont’s migrant farmworkers? 

3. "Vail to Purchase Stowe Mountain Resort 
for $50 Million" by Molly Walsh. After 
months of rumors, the Colorado-based ski 
resort company announced it is purchasing 
the Vermont ski area. 

4. "Montpeculiar: Vermont House Votes 
to Keep Happy Hour Illegal" by Terri 
Hallenbeck. Vermont remains one of only 11 
states that don’t allow bars to run happy- 
hour specials. 

5. "Dedalus Wine Shop, Market & Bar Debuts 
on February 20" by Julia Clancy. The 
Burlington wine shop opened its new Pine 
Street digs this week. 


I tweet of 
the week: 


25.54 



WALKING THE WHITE LINE 

Wade Whitehouse should have 
checked his pockets for holes 
before walking into a probation 
and parole office last fall. St. 

Johnsbury police report that when 
the 34-year-old showed up for a 
scheduled check-in with his proba- 
tion officer on October 11, a suspi- 
cious-looking baggie fell from the leg 
of his shorts. Last week. Vermont^ 
forensic lab confirmed that the bag 
contained heroin and crack cocaine. 
Whitehouse is due in court March 20 to 
answer to a drug possession charge. 


VAST CONFUSION 

A Natick, Mass., motorist was too trusting 
of his GPS unit while headed to a friend's 
house in Wolcott The Lamoille County 
Sheriffs Department got a call last Friday 
that Jeff Arnois, his wife and three kids 
were stuck in the snow after their GPS 
navigational system told them to drive 
down a VAST snowmobile trail. The 
detour off the public roadway left them 
stranded 50 feet down the trail. The 
Wolcott and Elmore fire departments 
helped rescue the family and get the 
group to its intended destination. 



Two Rutland County fellas vying for the affec- 
tions of the same lady friend opted to settle their 
differences the old-fashioned way — with gunfire. 
Vermont State Police allege that Christopher 
Phillips, 39, of Wallingford got into a tiff with an 
acquaintance. Terry Burdick, 59. of North Pownal. 
then discharged his 9-millimeter handgun in 
Burdick's general vicinity. Police can't say whether 
Phillips was aiming for Burdick or just firing a 
warning shot but he was charged with reckless 
endangerment. Burdick was hit with an aggra- 
vated disorderly conduct charge. 





Watch something LOCAL this week. 


Wmmm 


If' GET YOUR 
the » GOGGLES 
Mi ON! 


A truly beautifyins and skin- 
softenins mask that's sreat 
to use before a nisht out. 
Or anytime your skin needs 
some EXTRA LOWE 
and nourishment 


Mirror Mirrs>r 


Swim lessons for ages 
6 months to adults 


Register now! Call Jess to 
determine level, 652-8143 


www.gbymca.org 


SEVEN DAYS 

HOT ON THE BUNNY TRAIL. 
co-owners/founders Pamela Polston & Paula Routly 




feed back 


DAIRY DESERVES IT 

Nice teaijerker about the illegal aliens [“Fear 
on the Farm," February 15] and the so-called 
“industry” So Fll bet that the "perpetrators” 
who crashed ‘Justicia Migrante” organizer 
Natalia Fajardo's car in Bridport will not 
face prosecution then? Ironically and identi- 
cally, a local up here did the very same thing 
by crashing his car, removing the plates and 
then hiding at home, and you can bet the 
farm he was busted for it! 

Vermonters are sick of seeing special 
treatment for “special” lawbreakers, no 
matter the bleeding hearts in Montpelier. 
If your "business model” needs virtual slave 
labor with "don't ask/dont tell,” “plausible 
deniability" sub-minimum wages and mis- 
treating workers, then you deserve to go out 
of that “business.” Never mind the formalde- 
hyde, a carcinogen used for strawberry hoof 
warts, dumped into their liquid manure pits 
and spread around their fields, and the toxic 
algae blooms they feed into the lake from 
their constant com runoff after mining our 
rivers and streams — the whole “industry” is 
a disaster that we must now pay to clean up? 

Try living in Mexico, which I did in 
the early 1980s, and working there with 
no papers or work visa. You’ll get a free 
bus ride to Tijuana and escorted back to 
the USA, may pronto'. When do we get our 
virtual slaves to work for us? We won't, so 
why do they? The hypocrisy is deafening. 

Steve Merrill 

NORTH TROY 


BORDERLINE CRAZY 

I’m 82 and don’t cry easily, but your story 
about the appropriately named Dr. Solomon 
and his family was hard to read through 
my tears [Off Message: “Vermonters Visit 
Muslim Canadian Family Turned Back at 
Border,” February 14]. There is something 
wrong with this country when the border 
guards won’t let a family, any family, come 
here to go shopping. They aren’t even immi- 
grants; they don’t want to move here. They 
just want to spend some money here. 

Sadly, this is part of the repressive 
atmosphere fostered by our scumbag 

ignorant power-drunk morons who work 
for the Border Patrol and U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement and don’t have 
the smarts to man the counter at a fast- 

Please accept my apology for the acts of 

Fred Abrahams 

BRATTLEBORO 


HELP FOR ICE FISHERMAN 

I was so saddened to read about ice fisher- 
man Richard LeBlanc not being rescued in 
time, in spite of game warden Mike Scott’s 

a Game Warden Launches a Dangerous 
Rescue," February 8]. I am not an ice fisher- 

standard for anyone sailing solo to wear 


TIM NEWCOMB 







WEEK IN REVIEW 


a life vest or personal flotation device. 
Couldn’t ice flsherman do the same? 

Life vests have come such a long way 
from the bulky, orange, around-the-neck 
kind of decades ago. They are light, 
comfortable and not that pricey. Plus, 
they would provide another nice layer of 
insulation. 

I think it would be great if ice fisher- 
men everywhere could start a trend that 
becomes the norm to wear life vests, just 
like how it is the norm now for sailors. Or 
just like how it is the norm now for skate- 
boarders and bicyclists to wear helmets. 

Maybe a place like West Marine and 
bait shops and outdoor sports shops could 
help by having signage that promotes life 
vest use, and by hating sales at the begin- 
ning of ice fishing season, and by display- 
ing them next to the augers. 

And maybe if someone comes up with 
a life vest design that is specifically for 
ice fishing — including extra pockets for 
hooks, for instance - it could be called 
the LeBlanc Life Vest, in honor of Richard 
LeBlanc. It sounds like he was such a nice, 

Cynthia Wesson 

ADDISON 


ENOUGH WITH THE EMOJIS 

Your paper has come too far to become 
self-denigrated by the sarcasm of the 
emojis and the weird news spots on the 
Last 7 page, all of which are supposed to 
be funny. Emoji That, and whatever it’s 
supposed to project, just cheapens your 
respectable publication. 

Dan Cohen 

BURLINGTON 


CRUSADER CONFESSION 

[Re Off Message: “Rebels No More: 
SBHS Student Isaiah Hines on the End 
of the Rebels Nickname," February 2; 
Off Message: “SoBu Decision to Drop 
Rebels Nickname Sparks Backlash,” 
February 7]: As a parent from Champlain 
Valley Union High School, the South 
Burlington mascot debate takes me back 
to 2005, when CVU went through the 
same struggle. My oldest daughter was 

When the proposal was made to 
change the Crusaders mascot, I felt the 
change was silly, that maybe people 

my opposition was silly. My middle 
daughter was part of the first Redhawks 
class, and I have had two more children 
go through CVU as proud Redhawks. 
My oldest is a Crusader - no one can 
take that away from her — but I realize 
that changing the name was simply the 
right thing to do. 


The past does not get erased by the 
future, and “once a Rebel, always a Rebel" 
doesn’t fade if the school chooses to hear 

so often not acknowledged. The students 
who took on the challenge to change a 
mascot that can instill pride in some but 
hurt in others are courageous and should 

is sometimes better known as "decency.” 

Carrie Fenn 

CHARLOTTE 


STUPID' STORY 

[“F-16 Aviator Must Take Civilian Pilot 
Exam After Small Plane Crash,” February 
1] is a mean-spirited attack on a brave 
warrior defending his country and 
flying combat missions in Afghanistan. 
If this happened in South Carolina, the 
story’s author and the disgruntled Federal 

was quoted using the word "stupid” would 
have been fired. 

The story’s author, Sasha Goldstein, 
was trying to stir up hatred of our military 
and doesn’t understand the skill levels 
required of fighter pilots. 

Only the best pilots get to fly Air 
Force fighters, and it costs $6 million for 
the U.S. Air Force to train a fighter pilot 
The annual flight exams in the USAF are 
demanding and rigorous. Most astronauts 
were former fighter pilots. It’s the pin- 

Your publication should retract this 

Winslow Reither 

JACKSONVILLE. FL 


CORRECTION 

Last week's news story “Legislative 
Roomies Share Boxed Wine and 
Political Strategies" misstated the 
number of years Richard Westman 
has served in the state Senate. He’s in 
his seventh year in the Senate and pre- 
viously served 26 years in the House. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 
your rants and raves. 

Your feedback must... 

• be 250 words or fewer: 

Seven Days reserves the right to 


edit for accuracy, length and readability. 



• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback@sevendaysvt.com 

• Seven Days, P.O.Box 1164, 
Burlington. VT 05402-1164 


VERY BEST 

DEALS OF THE 
WEEK! 

Low Sodium Vegetable Broth 

$1.99 

Gluten-Free Panko Style 
Bread Crumbs 

$1.99 

Siggi’s Vanilla Whole-Milk 
Drinkable Yogurt 
$1.29 


GRANOLA SALE 


Strawberry Raspberry Granola 
WAS S1.99/LB NOW $.99/I B! 
Organic High Protein Apple Granola 
$ 1.99/LB 

Apple Cinnamon Granola 
$1.99/LB 

CHEESE SHOP 
DEALS 

Horizon Organic Cheese Bites 
Reg $1.29 ea. Sale $.49 ea. 
Great Hill Blue Cheese 
Reg $ 18.99/LB Sale$7.99/LB 
Kalamon Olives 

Reg $7.99/LB Sale S3.49/I.B 

WINE TALK 

2015 Durigutti Malbec 

$14.99 

2015 Bonterra Sauvignon Blanc 

$12.99 

Ludovicus Tinto 


$10.99 



CHEESE feWINE 
TRADERS 


1186 Williston Rd. 

So. Burlington, VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
cheeseandwinetraders.com 



SHOP 




electrolysis & laser 
hair removal 


3240 Shelburne Road 






ESSEXoutlets 


christopher& banks 



BETTERLIVING 


FreePressMedia 

PEREGRINE 


lIlUiikjSSHQdF/ flynncenter.org 802-863-5966 


Borromeo Quartet 

Hosted by Soovin Kim 
Beethoven String Quartet Op. 127 

Saturday. February 25 at 8 pm & 
Sunday. February 26 at 2 pm 


Marc Maron 

The loo Real Tour 

Sunday. March 12 at 7 pm 


The Chieftains 2/27 
Upright Citizens Brigade 3/31-4/1 
Stand Up, Sit Down, & Laugh 4/2 
Walinja and Migmar Tsering 4/8 
The Joey Alexander Trio 4/22 




0 1 & 2 BEDROOM FLATS 0 STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES 

0 2 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSES 0 GRANITE COUNTER TOPS 
0 COMMUNITY GARDENS 0 9’ CEILINGS 

0 RIVER VIEWS 0 ELEVATORS 

0 WASHER & DRYER IN EACH UNIT 0 COVERED BIKE STORAGE 
0 EXTERIOR PORCHES OR PATIO 0 UNDERGROUND PARKING ($) 

0 AIR CONDITIONING DREAM APARTMENT? 0 


Adjacent To... 

Nature Trails • Running Trails 
Basketball Courts • Tennis Courts • Childrens Playground 


Bayberry Circle, 
Burlington VT 


Walk to Public Transportation, 
Shops, Dining, Universities & More 


( Bay6erry Commons JLpartments 


SKI & 

Feb 27 - Mar 3 and Mar 6 -7. Ages 3 -12, 

For reservations and more information, call 888-651- 
2-F0R-1 YOUTH LESSONS Valid same day. 

BUY A YOUTH LESSON. GET AN ADULT TICKET I 

Valid with full-day youth lesson. 

WINTER MINI CAMP 
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14 Unlikely Allies Seek 
to Make Vermont’s 
Milk the Cream of 
the Dairy Industry 

16 Resistance Is 

Fertile: How Trump’s 
Election Has Ignited 
Vermont Activists 


18 


Vermont’s Right 
Thinks Scott’s 
Wrong on Trump 


20 Size Wise: 

In Burlington, 
Upward Growth 
or “Vertical Sprawl’? 


ARTS NEWS 

24 In Downtown 

Winooski, Everything 
Is Illuminated 


24 


Classical Concert 
Counters Patriarchy 


26 The Revolution 
Will Be Printed - 
Just Ask Vermonter 
John Vincent 


FEATURES 

30 Lucky Bums 



40 Hidden Hospitality 

rights, tourist homes' 


VIDEO SERIES 



Underwritten by: Stuck in Vermont: Stuck in Vermont: 

eSiibrt at ECHO Leahy Center for Lake 
Champlain. About 150 colorful butterflies 
and moths flutter about In a lush tropical 





File Under 2016 


COLUMNS + REVIEWS 

12 Fair Game politics 
29 Hackie culture 
45 Drawn & Paneled art 
47 Side Dishes food 
69 Soundbites music 
73 Album Reviews 
78 Talking Art 
84 Movie Reviews 
94 Ask Athena sex 

SECTIONS 

11 The Magnificent 7 
23 Life Lines 
52 Calendar 
66 Classes 
68 Music 
78 Art 
84 Movies 


FUN STUFF 

offbeat flick B7 



CLASSIFIEDS 




STYLE 

AND 

FUNCTION! 

Are you someone who struggles 
Integrating your glasses and goggles on 
the mountain? We con help! 

Eliminate fogging and see the slopes 
clearly with this special insert that clips 
Into the google. This accessory is included 
at no additional cost with the purchase 
of the Smith Turbo Fan goggle and 
prescription lenses. Come in today and 
see why this goggle is a combination of 
style and technology at it’s finest. 



The 

Optical 

Center 

107 Church Street Burlington 
864-7146 • opticalcentervt.com 


a little 


something 


♦ 

Jewelry & Gifts 





NATUZZI EDITIONS AUTHORIZES ONCE A YEAR ONLY 

NATUZZI LEATHER SALE! 


AT TWO STORES...TOWN & COUNTRY AND MODERN DESIGN. 

SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS OFF!!! 


ALL SOFAS, LOVESEATS, CHAIRS & SECTIONALS! 


In an unprecedented event, Natuzzl Editions, is offering a great price reduction during this period, which allows Town 
& Country and Modern Design to offer Leather Furniture at incredible savings. Because of Natuzzi Editions already great 
pricing, this rare discount is an amazing offer to anyone interested in buying leather upholstery. 


35-40% OFF... OVER 25 MODELS 


THESE MODELS SHOWN AND AVAILABLE AT TOWN & COUNTRY * 


THESE MODELS SHOWN AND AVAILABLE AT MODERN DESIGN * 





MICHAEL MSRPS2.331 

NOW $1,395 


ROGER MSRPS2.079 

NOW $1,249 



SAVINA MSRP S2.149 

NOW $1,285 


ENESTO MSRP S2.879 

NOW $1,725 



WALTER MSRP S2.079 

NOW $1,249 



DANTE MSRP $2,669 

NOW $1,595 


WOW... OUR ENTIRE NATUZZI EDITIONS LINE NOW 35-40% OFF! 



100% TOP GRAIN 




HURRY! 
SALE ENDS 
SOON! 


100% TOP GRAIN 


NATUZZI * 


I NATUZZI 


*PLEASE NOTE! 

Modern Design and 
Town & Country 
display completely 
different models of 
Natuzzi. Check both 

Town Country 

FURNITURE SHOP - 

MODERN DESIGN 

PLEASE NOTE! 

“?£Sr 

1515 Shelburne Road • 863-1165 • Open Sunday 124 
WWW.TOWNANDCOUNTRYVT.COM 

^FURNITURE^ 

2915 Shelburne Road • 985-8487 • Sun. 124 

included 'prior sales 
are excluded. 







LOOKING FORWARD 


FRIDAY 24 

Story Time 

Lit lovers, lend your ears. Richard Ford, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning penman of page-turners such as 
The Sportswr/terand Independence Day. provides 
a sneak peek into his upcoming memoir. Between 
Them: Remembering My Parents. An onstage 
conversation, audience Q&A and book signing 
round out this readers’ delight benefiting the 2017 
Burlington Book Festival. 


MUST SEE, MUST DOTHISWEEK 

COMPILED BY KRISTEN RAVIN 


FRIDAY 24-SUNDAY 26 

Bach in Action 


SATURDAY 25 

Carving for a Cure 

After Lynn Pratt's daughter, Ashley, was diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes in 2010, the mother and her 
husband took action. They formed Donations 
for Diabetes, a nonprofit organization aimed 
at supporting research into the metabolic 
disease. Skiers and snowboarders can pitch in by 
raising funds and hitting the slopes in Downhill 
for Diabetes, a seventh annual snow-sports 
extravaganza at Pico Mountain. 


SATURDAY 25 

Controlled Chaos 

When it comes to describing Brooklyn post-punk 
band Pill's 2016 debut LP. it may be best to let them 
do it in their own words. “Convenience skids like a 
garbage truck with no brakes, barreling through 
passages of guitar chording bent at the wrong 
angles ... before splitting apart into chaos," they 
write on Bandcamp. Saxophone-infused No-Wave 
songs ring out this Saturday at ArtsRiot. 


SATURDAY 25 

Owl Be There 

Whooo's there? Avian enthusiasts come face-to-face with birds of prey 
L during the annual Owl Festival at the Vermont Institute of Natural Science 
■ in Quechee. Offering indoor and outdoor activities ranging from live raptor 
ft introductions to pellet dissections to themed crafts to a hand-warming 
I campfire, this daylong avian affair is sure to be a hoot. 

I SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 58 


Everybody needs a little “me time" now and then. 
For artist wife and mother Wylie Sofia Garcia, 
those hours are spent on craft Created through 
daily ritual after her family has gone to bed, Garcia's 
paintings and prints draw on ideas of domesticity 
and feminine identity. The Queen City creative's 
exhibition “With My Voice. I Am Calling You Home' is 
on view at the BCA Center. 


SATURDAY 25 & SUNDAY 26 ' 

UNDER THE SEA 

Soprano Kristine Opolais graces 
silver screens around the state 
in showings of the Metropolitan 
Opera Live in HD: Rusa/fca. Opolais 
stars in the title role of Antonin 
Dvorak's fairy tale about a mythical, 
water-dwelling sprite who falls in 
love with a human prince. Opera 
devotees will recognize the show's 
popular piece, "Song to the Moon." 
SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 59 



TiTiTi 

MTi 






Carpenters 
Tribute Concert 
with Sally Olson 
& Bill Reed 


Saturday, February 25, 7:30 pm 



Quiles & Cloud 

Thursday, March 2, 7:30 pm 



A Jazz Evening with 
Audrey Bernstein 

Saturday, March 4, 7:30 pm 


Adam Ezra Group 

Saturday, March 1 1 , 7:30 pm 


SprucePeakArts.org 

802 - 760-4634 

122 Hourglass Drive, Stowe 



FAIR GAME OPEN SEASON ON VERMONT POLITICS BY JOHN WALTERS 


Outta Town 


D uring this week’s congressional 
recess, many U.S. senators and 
representatives headed home 
to hear from their constituents 
at packed town-hall meetings. 

So where are Vermont’s three mem- 
bers of Congress? 

Nowhere nearby. That’s for sure. 

Sen. Patrick leahy (D-Vt) and 
Congressman peter welch (D-Vt.) are 
traveling abroad on official business. 
Leahy’s midwinter excursion takes 
him to the sunnier climes of Cuba and 
Colombia. Welch is one of 30 members 
of Congress jetting to India to observe 
the impact of U.S. programs there, ac- 
cording to his office. 

As for Sen. bernie sanders (I-Vl), he’s 
not on a congressional junket this week 
— but neither is he anywhere near home. 
Over the weekend he was in California 
giving speeches and signing copies of 
his book. Later this week he’s in Kansas, 
holding a town hall in Topeka, according 
to media reports. 

None of the three is holding a single 
public event in Vermont. 

OK, sometimes you just need to get 
away. Many congressional trips have a 
serious purpose. As for Bernie? Well, 
after all, he is the leader of a national 
movement, which carries some heavy 
obligations. And if he can sell a few books 
while he's at it, hey, icing on the cake. 

But here’s the problem: The trio 
doesn’t exactly have a stellar track 
record for holding public events on 
home soil, though Welch has the edge 
on this two colleagues. 

Sanders has made sport of Republican 
lawmakers who have refused to hold 
town halls or walked out of events be- 
cause of the vocal opposition they’ve 
faced from constituents. But Sanders 
himself hasn't held a live, in-person 
town hall in Vermont since 2014, accord- 
ing to state director phil fiermonte. 

He used to hold them on a regular 
basis — before he ran for president. 

“Bernie has held more public town 
meetings in Vermont than any elected offi- 
cial in Vermont history,” Fiermonte claims. 

But then came the campaign that 
turned Sanders into a progressive rock 
star. Since then, he has held many a town 
hall, but they’re always in other states. 
You’re welcome, Iowa. 

It's hard to blame him for taking the 
lead in a national movement promoting 
his principles. But, still, he does get paid 
to represent the people of Vermont It’s 


fair to ask when he’ll start acting less like 
a touring arena rock band and more like 
the junior senator from Vermont. 

To hear Leahy spokesman david carle 
tell it Vermont’s senior senator is omni- 
present in the state. 

"He has always had clear lines of 
communication with Vermonters in a 
variety of ways,” Carle says. “He con- 
stantly meets with Vermonters ... at 
home in Vermont and on Capitol Hill. 
He closely monitors Vermonters’ mes- 
sages to him ... [and] Vermonters always 
feel free to approach him even on the 
street, at church, and at [grocery stores] 
and gas stations.” 

It’s admirable that the Great Man 
actually circulates among the unwashed, 
but those informal encounters don't lend 


BERNIE HAS HELD MORE PUBUC 
TOWN MEETINGS IN VERMONT THAN 

ANY ELECTED OFFICIAL 
IN VERMONT HISTORY. 

PHIL FIERMONTE 


themselves to public or media scrutiny — 
or close questioning. Leahy rarely, if ever, 
holds actual town hall-type events. And 
he’s held just one public engagement in 
Vermont — a pre-Christmas press confer- 
ence at Burlington International Airport 
— since winning reelection last November. 

Outside Vermont, many U.S. senators 
don't hold town hall events because they 
operate on a larger scale. This makes 
sense in a state like New York, where a 
senator has a constituency in the tens of 
millions. But in Vermont, the constitu- 
ency is the same for senators and repre- 
sentatives. No excuse there. 

As for Welch, his office touts an 
ongoing series of “Congress in Your 
Community” events around Vermont — 
a total of 13 in 2016 alone. 

“These are in addition to his regu- 
lar public events, which are open to 
Vermonters with a few limited excep- 
tions,” according to spokeswoman 

Welch may be more accessible than 
Leahy and post-2014 Sanders, but 
“Congress in Your Community” events 
aren’t exactly town halls. They’re 
smaller-scale gatherings in places such 


as cafes and general stores — where 
things are less likely to get out of hand 

In terms of open constituent engage- 
ment, Vermont’s members of Congress 
aren’t much different than those oft- 
criticized Republicans. 

A Reticent Governor 

Last week, as sherlock holmes would 
say, brought a “curious incident of the 
dog in the nighttime” — the dog that 
failed to bark. 

In this case, the reticent dog was none 
other than Gov. phil scott. He spent two 
days in Quebec City in meetings with 
Premier phiuppe couillard. When Scott 
was actually in Vermont, the political 
space was dominated by talk of immigra- 
tion enforcement 

What there wasn't was talk about his 
budget plan, currently foundering in the 
legislature. 

It’s raising eyebrows around the 
Statehouse in a manner that transcends 
the usual partisan sniping. Democrats, 
Progressives and even some Republicans 
are puzzled over Scott’s passive response 
to legislative opposition. This is, after all, 
a plan he touted as vital for a prosperous, 
affordable future. 

Scott’s approach is in contrast to other 
recent occasions when a governor’s plan 
has run aground. In 2013, Democratic 
governor peter shumun’s proposed cut in 
the Earned Income Tax Credit got a cold 
reception from the Democratic majority. 

Still, “He was going around the state, 
pounding away at the legislature,” recalls 
Sen. chris pearson (P-Chittenden), who 
was then a state representative. “With 
Gov. Scott, he just sort of plopped it on 
our desks and walked away.” 

Former Democratic House majority 
leader floyd nease recalls a Republican 
governor trying to bypass a recalcitrant 
legislature. 

“Governor [jim] douglas used to 
make his case to the public when he 
felt [budget] negotiations were break- 
ing down,” Nease recalls. “These days I 
guess you just tweet about it” 

Sen. Kevin mullin (R-Rutland) says 
Scott’s brief tenure is partly to blame for 
his plan’s failure. 

“I don't think there was enough 
preplanning and enough getting buy-in 
from people,” Muffin observes. “If you’re 
going to try to sell sweeping change, 
it takes a lot of people with boots on 
the ground — going out and meeting 
with people across the state to sell that 
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approach — and I just don't think there 
was enough thne." 

Scott insists his plan is alive and well. 
“The governor remains committed to 
the proposals he’s put forward in his bal- 
anced budget and expects the propos- 
als to be considered for this year,” says 
spokesperson Rebecca kelley. “He is in 
regular communication with legislators 
across all parties to further communi- 
cate and champion his budget goals." 

That’s not how many lawmakers see it 

“Talking to colleagues on House 
Appropriations and elsewhere, they’re 
really having to start from scratch,” 
notes Pearson. “As I understand it, folks 
have asked the governor if he has a 
second draft that we can work from, and 
I gather the answer is, ‘No, 
we do not”’ 

Republican lawmakers 
are painting Scott’s plan 
as a conversation starter, 
which is quite a comedown from a bold 
effort to reshape state finances. 

“We’ve got to have a serious conversa- 
tion about school spending in Vermont,” 
says Rep. peter fagan (R-Rutland City), 
vice chair of the House Appropriations 
Committee. “[The governor] has started 
a conversation, and we need to have it” 

In the meantime, however, the 
likely outcome is a placeholder budget, 
stripped of Scott’s financing plan and 
his desired funding increases for early 
childhood care and higher education. 

“I fully expect that it will be a flat 
budget,” says Mullin. “I think it’s going 
to be a year full of a couple steps forward 
and a couple steps backward." 

Which would be a tepid outcome in a 
situation the governor describes as criti- 
cal and requiring quick, bold action. 

Sneak Preview 

The specter of potential federal cutbacks 
is haunting the Statehouse these 
days. The potential is for budgetary 
devastation that will wipe out all of state 
officials’ best-laid plans. It’s almost too 
big to get your head around. 

But a tangible object lesson is at hand 
— a useful microcosm of larger events 

The state Department of Disabilities, 
Aging and Independent Living is 
making painful cuts in its VocRehab 
program, which helps people with dis- 
abilities achieve stable employment. 
This process has nothing to do with that 
man named donald trump. 

For roughly a decade, DAIL has 
been successfully dipping into a pool 
of federal funds unspent at the end 
of each fiscal year. The money, from 
the U.S. Department of Education’s 
Rehabilitation Services Administration, 


has helped to fund a support system for 
people with disabilities, including job 
training, on-the-job support, employer 
recruitment and transportation. 

“Our program is an incredibly strong 
program with incredibly strong out- 
comes,” says DAIL commissioner monica 
caserta hutt. “[So] we have been able to 
articulate the need for additional dollars." 

Last year was different. “We made 
our application to RSA but received 
much, much less than we had asked for,” 
Caserta Hutt says. ‘We requested $5.8 
million, and we received $1.4 million.” 

DAIL managed to stretch the dollars 
and maintain its programs for a while. 
But in the new fiscal year, cuts will have 
to be made. Caserta Hutt estimates that 
800 to 900 Vermonters will lose 
their support services, many of 
whom may lose their places in 
the workforce. 

“Unless you’ve been dis- 
abled and have had the long struggle 
of regaining a place in the workforce, 
it’s hard to appreciate or imagine what 
it’s all about,” says Rep. dave yacovone 
(D-Morrisville), a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee and a former 
commissioner in the Agency of Human 
Services. “If all of a sudden people can’t 
find a job because they’ve lost VocRehab, 
it won’t make the front page of the paper, 
it may not surface for quite a while, but it 
certainly has an impact.” 

And if you’re not into that human- 
ity stuff, consider that people with jobs 
actually contribute to the economy and 
the tax base, instead of simply drawing 
on government assistance. 

Caserta Hutt acknowledges that rely- 
ing on leftover federal cash was always 
a risk. “We knew they were one-time 
funds, and we did take a chance,” she 
says. “I was reflecting on it myself and 
wondering if we should have done it, but 
that’s ridiculous. Ten years of something 
is 10 years of something, and you cer- 
tainly wouldn’t want to walk away from 
the benefits it allowed us to create." 

In the short term, Caserta Hutt is per- 
forming triage. But the pain may be just 
beginning. As a whole, DAIL gets less 
than 7 percent of its funding from the 
federal government. But for VocRehab, 
that figure is a staggering 82 percent 
That includes regularly budgeted funds, 
plus the end-of-year reallotments. 
The funding comes by way of the U.S. 
Department of Education, whose new 
secretary, betsy devos, believes the entire 
department should be shut down. 

If that happens, or if there are 
“merely” significant cuts to its pro- 
grams, there will be a lot more than 900 
Vermonters with disabilities fending for 
themselves in the workplace. © 
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Unlikely Allies Seek to Make Vermont’s Milk 
the Cream of the Dairy Industry 


BY ALICIA FREESE 

A n improbable coalition is calling for dramatic 
changes to the state’s dairy industry. Former 
agriculture secretary Roger Allbee has joined 
forces with three longtime environmental 
activists to argue that depressed milk prices, the need 
to reduce water pollution, and uncertainty about trade 
and migrant labor at the federal level present a unique 
opportunity to reinvigorate Vermont dairy farming. 

“A perfect storm is brewing," Allbee told the 
House Agriculture and Forestry Committee earlier 
this month. “Vermont has the rare opportunity of 
helping rescue its largest agricultural industry and to 
plot a future agriculture [system] for the state that is 
uniquely Vermont” 

The goal: to develop a set of environmental and 
ethical standards for dairy farms and build a made- 
in-Vermont brand that would bring farmers a pre- 
mium price for their milk. Farms would have to 
meet those requirements — which could go above 
and beyond using organic practices — to qualify 
for using the state seal. 

Requirements could include providing a liv- 
able wage and decent housing to farmworkers, 
allowing cows to graze on grassland, using non- 
GMO corn, forgoing pesticides and synthetic 
fertilizer, and cultivating carbon-rich soil. State 
financial incentives would encourage, rather 
than force, farms to make the transition. 

“Our model is broken,” said Allbee, though he 
added: “I recognize that all dairy farmers cannot 
go organic.” 

In addition to making its pitch to the legisla- 
ture, the loose alliance of activists is meeting with 
government officials, writing op-eds and pressuring 
Vermont's largest milk customers, which rely on con- 
ventional milk. 

The Green Mountain State’s conventional dairy 
farmers have struggled for decades. Unlike farmstead 
cheese, milk is a commodity. Consumers don’t differen- 
tiate Vermont milk from that produced in Wisconsin or 
Idaho. So farmers here are subject to the price volatility 
of an international market and to increasing competi- 
tion from larger farms able to produce cheaper milk. 
Vermont currently has 838 dairy farms, down 158 from 
five years ago, according to the Agency of Agriculture, 
Food & Markets. The number of cows declined by 
4,000, to 130,000, during the same time period. 

Persistently low prices have further squeezed 
Vermont’s farmers in recent years. Milk has been sell- 
ing for less than what it costs to produce, and a federal 
price insurance program has failed to provide much 
relief. At the same time, farmers are under mounting 
pressure to reduce water pollution as the state launches 
a concerted effort to clean up Lake Champlain and 
other waterways. Runoff of manure and fertilizer from 
farms contributes roughly 40 percent of the phospho- 
rous contaminating the waters. 

Beginning in the 1990s, some conventional farms 
converted to organic, which brought higher and 
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more stable prices. For the last eight 
the number of organic dairy farms has held s 
at around 200 , and there have long been calls 
crease that number. 

Some think the time is ripe for dairy reform. 
“Certainly there’s more reason to change now than 
there ever has been,” said Jack Lazor, who owns the 
organic Butterworks Farm in Westfield. Allbee's in- 
volvement, he added, brings credibility to the cause. 
“I’ve been rattling this cage for my whole agricultural 
career,” said Lazor, “but ... I’m a hippie type.” 

In a September op-ed, the former agriculture secre- 
tary wrote that the state should move quickly to “emu- 
late what Denmark is doing by becoming an organic 
milk-producing state.” 

Allbee’s stance caught the attention of longtime 
organic proselytizers Will Allen; his wife, Kate 
Duesterberg; and Michael Colby. They had recently 
formed a nonprofit called Regeneration Vermont, with 
the mission of using agriculture 
than contribute to, climate change — by going organic 
and using carbon sequestration techniques. Adding 
compost to soil, planting cover crops and using no- 
till techniques can all increase soil's ability 
carbon, keeping it out of the atmosphere. 


When Allen introduced himself to the House 
Agriculture Committee, he said, “I've been arrested in 
all of our congressional offices.” That was for protest- 
ing the Iraq War. Allen helped lead the Vermont Right 
to Know GMOs coalition, which is credited with get- 
ting Vermont’s GMO labeling law passed. 

He’s also been an organic farmer for 40 years. 
He and his wife own Cedar Circle Farm in East 
Thetford, which produces fruits, vegetables and 
flowers. Duesterberg has spent her career work- 
ing on sustainable agriculture projects, and the 
couple also runs education programs at the farm. 

“In this case, we feel the timing is right for 
us to be aggressive, because the dairy system 
is in deep trouble,” Allen explained during an 
interview at Cedar Circle’s headquarters in an 
old farmhouse. Bundles of dried clover were 
stashed around the room, and old anti-GMO 
bumper stickers filled a box in a corner. 

“We had made this impact with GMO 
labeling. We had that momentum going,” 
Duesterberg said, adding that the state's focus 

I on water-quality measures presents another 
opportunity. 

“We’re dreamers," Colby confessed. Like 
Allen, he’s also been arrested for protest- 
ing the Iraq War. As executive director of 
a Vermont-based nonprofit called Food & 
Water, he has advocated for food safety issues, 
including pressuring companies to stop giving 
cows the growth hormone rBST. 

Colby lives in Walden, where he produces 
maple syrup and harvests timber with two Belgian 
draft horses. 

Allen, Duesterberg and Colby are exactly who you’d 
expect to be pushing this cause — the type of earnest, 
uncompromising environmentalists who are easy for 
conventional farmers to dismiss. 

Allbee, on the other hand, was raised on a dairy 
farm in Brookline, graduated from the University of 
Vermont with a bachelor’s degree in agricultural eco- 
nomics, served in the 

£££S — 

for then-congressman 

Jim Jeffords and later became secretary of agriculture 
for then-governor Jim Douglas. (His identical twin 
brother, Ronald, held the same position under gover- 
nor Madeleine Kunin.) 

Currently CEO of Grace Cottage hospital. Allbee, 
who lives in Townshend, said he decided to start speak- 
ing out about Vermont’s “dairy crisis” after watching 
mitigate, rather milk prices plummet Concluding that “the solution is 
not in D.C.,” he began advocating at the local level. 

In December, he and the Regeneration Vermont 
founders drafted anopenlettertoPhilScottcallingonthe 
incoming governor to “work with us, with dairy industry 
leaders and others to support and facilitate the necessary 
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statewide transition to regenerative and 
organic dairy production.” They con- 
vinced a number of organizations to sign 
on. Most had environmental missions, 
including Lake Champlain International, 
the Conservation Law Foundation and 
the Vermont Public Interest Research 

Lazor was among the signers. 
Although he doesn’t fully agree with 
their vision, it aligns with his central 
goal, which is to help farms “keep 
carbon in the ground,” he said. 

Noticeably absent among the signa- 
tories were conventional farmers. 

“I’m not really sure what this exer- 
cise is about,” said Amanda St Pierre. 
She and her husband nm a large 
conventional farm in Berkshire 
that’s been in the family for 
five generations. “I think both 
organic and conventional serve 
a market.” 

St. Pierre is a member of 
Vermont Dairy Producers 
Alliance, a group that formed 
last year to advocate for farm- 
ers after the state passed strict 
water-quality requirements. Its 
members are all conventional 
farmers, though all farmers are 
welcome, St Pierre said. 

Regeneration Vermont hopes 
Scott's agriculture secretary, 

Anson Tebbetts, will be sympa- 
thetic to their cause. Tebbetts 
grew up on a dairy farm in Cabot 
that became the third Vermont 
farm to go organic. A decade ago, he 
served as Allbee’s deputy in the Agency 
of Agriculture. 

“He certainly has stirred the pot,” 
Tebbetts said of his former boss. The 
new secretary said he’s agreed to meet 
with the group but was noncommittal. 
“I haven't formed any opinions on this," 
he said. “The only opinion I have is, I 
don’t want to waste any energy pitting 
one form of farming against another 
form of farming.” 

Heather Darby, an agronomist who 
works for the UVM Extension program, 
hopes the agency will hear out the 
“regeneration” proponents. “I think 
some of their points are really valid, like 
how come the state isn't more proac- 
tive about looking for opportunities to 
increase the value of milk outside of it 
just being milk.” 

But she’s skeptical, too. “Farmers 
need to have a market for whatever 
they're producing,” she said. Farmers 
generally secure contracts with milk 
buyers before going organic, and at the 
moment, she noted, buyers aren’t sign- 
ing any. “The organic milk market right 
now is already taxed.” 


That could change, but rather than call 
on cash-strapped farmers to take a leap of 
faith. Allbee and company are prodding 
buyers to lead the way. Companies such 
as Ben & Jerry’s could help create the 
market, they reason, by choosing to buy 
sustainably produced milk. 

It's a strategy Allen has had success 
with in the past As a cofounder of the 
Sustainable Cotton Project he helped 
convince Patagonia to make its clothing 
with organic cotton, spurring some sup- 
pliers to make the transition. 

Allen said one of his Patagonia con- 
tacts put him in touch with Ben & Jerry’s 
staff. In January, the ice cream company 
posted a “dairy statement” on its website 
in response. Acknowledging 
Regeneration Vermont’s 
campaign, it noted, “We share 
their vision of a strong, regen- 
erative agricultural model for 
Vermont dairy.” 

After describing its sustain- 
ability work, including the vol- 
untary Caring Dairy program, 
which encourages farmers to 
meet certain environmental, 
labor and animal welfare 
standards, it offered a hesitant 
mea culpa: “We recognize that 
we are operating in the same 
broken system that is failing our 
dairy formers, and we are ac- 
tively exploring ways to change 
that — to create a more viable 
system ... We hear and under- 
stand the urgency to come up 
with solutions. We are working now to 
define our path forward and plan to share 
our plans as soon as possible in 2017.” 

A spokesperson declined to com- 

The group is likely to have less luck 
with Cabot, which is owned by the 
Agri-Mark Family Dairy Farms coop- 
erative. According to spokesperson 
Doug Dimento, Cabot “processes more 
Vermont milk than any other milk 
handler.” 

Is the cheese company considering 
Regeneration Vermont’s idea? 

“No,” Dimento said flatly. 

“We used to make organic dairy 
products in the early 2000s,” he noted. 
“We couldn’t sell enough to keep pro- 
ducing it.” Even though it relies primar- 
ily on conventional milk today, Cabot 
encourages sustainable agriculture, 
Dimento said. 

“Who are these people to tell dairy 
farmers what to do?” he added. 

Lazor has a different perspective: 
“The fact that it’s at least being dis- 
cussed is a pretty darn good start” © 
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Resistance Is Fertile: How Trump’s Election 
Has Ignited Vermont Activists 
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A YouTube video currently 
making the rounds on social 
media is titled, “What It’s Felt 
Like Since the Election.” In it, a 
man wakes up in the morning, checks the 
news on his smartphone and immediately 
begins howling in terror. His sustained 
howl lasts throughout the day as he en- 
counters others — at a coffee shop, the 
supermarket, yoga class, the dog park — 
who are all yelling, too. 

If the first weeks of President 
Donald Trump’s administration have 
left people feeling like they’re in the 
Edvard Munch painting “The Scream,” 
they’re not alone. That sentiment is 
rampant across left-leaning Vermont. 
An unprecedented uptick in political 
activism since the inauguration began 
at the January 21 Women’s March on 
Montpelier, which drew an estimated 
crowd of 20,000. 

And then came the deluge of constitu- 
ent emails, letters and phone calls flood- 
ing Vermont’s congressional delegation. 
Since the January 20 inauguration, Sen. 
Patrick Leahy’s (D-Vt.) office reports that 
he's received 50,127 calls, emails and let- 
ters on issues ranging from Trump's cabi- 
net picks to his Supreme Court nominee 
to his business conflicts. 

Sen. Bemie Sanders’ (I-Vt.) office 
reports an 897 percent increase in call 
volume from 2016 to 2017 so far, and a 
1,808 percent increase in phone calls 

“To offer some perspective on the 
January 2017 data, we had L5 calls every 
minute for eight consecutive hours tor 
every day we were open,” writes Josh 
Miller-Lewis, Sanders' deputy com- 
munications director, in a recent email. 
“There was not one minute when the 
phones were silent for the entire month 
of January." 

Congressman Peter Welch (D-Vt) 
says that his constituent contacts have 
jumped at least sevenfold since last year. 
As he puts it, “People are active, they’re 
engaged and they're really, really freaked 
out by all the stuff that’s going on down 

But many Vermonters outraged by 
Trump also recognize that inundat- 
ing Vermont’s congressional offices is 
preaching to the choir and can even be 
counterproductive. Ditto calling or writ- 
ing Vermont’s new Republican governor, 
Phil Scott, and Democratic attorney 
general, T.J. Donovan, both of whom have 



voiced opposition to Trump’s immigra- 
tion-related executive orders. 

In short, widespread local resistance 
to Trump is heartening to Vermont left- 
ies, but it leaves many to wonder, “OK, 
what more can I do?” 

A lot, evidently. Since the election, 
scores of new groups have sprouted 
statewide, while seasoned activists say 
they’ve seen a surge in new interest and 
enthusiasm for their causes. Much of 
that civic engagement is coming from 
Vermonters who’ve never been politically 


Those newcomers include Jennifer 
Michelle, a 49-year-old marketing profes- 
sional from Fairfax. She recently launched 
the Fairfax chapter of Indivisible, a na- 
tionwide resistance movement created by 
former Democratic congressional staffers 
shortly after the election. 

The group's playbook is called 
“Indivisible: A Practical Guide to 
Resisting the Trump Agenda.” This 
crowdsourced how-to manual took a 
page from the conservative Tea Party 
movement to educate new liberal activ- 
ists about the most effective means for 


making their voices heard in Congress. 
Since it was posted online in December, 
the Indivisible guide has been down- 
loaded more than 1 million times. 

Fairfax VT Indivisible, which is using 
Front Porch Forum, Facebook and Twitter 
to recruit members, held its first meeting 
on a chilly Saturday morning recently, 
drawing more than a dozen attendees. 
The group, which is now coordinating 
with nascent chapters in Hinesburg, 
Middlebury, Montpelier, Middlesex and 
the Northeast Kingdom, has enlisted 
hundreds of members statewide, as well 
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; from as far away as The group created a Facebook page, 
on which members post five daily sug- 
ant to be part of this gestions for political actions to take, such 
t Trump’s agenda," as calling a specific member of Congress, 


klichelle explains. “It’s very clear that wi 


ir money to a nonprofit 


protection under the law for everybody 100 Days has enlisted more than ' 

— pretty basic and pretty American.” members nationwide. 

Michelle says she likes that Indivisible Kirk, 33, and coworker Kate Sin: 
makes her feel empowered while living 46, describe their previous political in- 


jlidly blue state. The guide offers 
simple, practical tips for 
taking small but meaningful 
steps locally, such as con- 
tacting Republican lawmak- 
ers who’ve taken principled 
stands against Trump. Michelle recently 
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“pretty minimal” — mostly 
just voting and following the 
news. Simone says she never 
even put a political sign in 
her yard. 

However, after Trump 
issued his travel ban for those from 


spoke with state Sen. Dustin Degree Muslim-majority countries, she hung 
(R-Franklin), who cosponsored S.79. a sign in the window of her Winooski 
That bill would protect Vermonters from home that reads, “We stand with refu- 
the compulsory collection of personally gees.” Simone also attended the Women’s 


identifiable information such as thei 
race, religion, sexuality or 
country of origin, and it would 
prohibit local and county offi- 
cials from striking agreements 
with the Trump administra- 
tion to serve as deputized im- 


IT FEELS LIKE 
A WHOLE 


“A month ago, I would have 
been asleep by this point in 
the conversation,” Michelle 
says. “Now I have our sena- 
tors’ offices on speed dial. It’s 
ridiculous!” 

In fact, she and other 
Vermont Indivisible members 
spoke to Welch via conference 
call last Friday to discuss their 
concerns. 

Welch says he was thrilled JAMES HASLAM 
to hear these activists' new- 
found level of engagement. He 
recommended that if 
to be even more effective, they should Trump's extremist agenda, 
reach out to friends and family members 


WORLD. 


Washington, D.C., and for 
weeks afterward displayed her 
protest sign in her car window. 

“I always felt that, living 
in Vermont, we were pretty 
insulated, and our representa- 
tives always had our backs,” 
she says. “But now we’ve got 
to keep pushing them, because 
things are so not normal." 

For Kirk, the Women’s 
March in Montpelier was her 
first political rally. It won't be 

“On a personal level, I feel 
like I’ve beefed up my activism 
muscle,” she says. “Our core 
values are being challenged, 
and what’s been fought for for 
so long is now at risk." 

Longtime Vermont activ- 
ists see the emergent outrage 
energy as the silver lining behind 


who’s been organiz- 
Republican districts and urge them ing for the better part of two decades, 
meet with their own representatives there's never been anything like this. It 
their concerns about, say, the feels like a whole different world,” says 
“ Act, aka James Haslam, executive director of 

i’s Russia Rights & Democracy. His Vermont and 
Hampshire social justice organiza- 
instrumental in organizing the 


repeal of the Affordable 
Obamacare, or the Trump 


Another grassroots campaign that's 
taken off recently is called Our First Montpeliei 




100 Days. Immediately after the elec- 
tion, a group of coworkers 
Tech, a Burlington-based inter 
development firm, met outside of work 


i do something like I’ve never seen 
before,” he adds. 

RAD, which previously focused on 
ide efforts such as workers’ rights, 


j support each other in what Amy the livable wage campaign, and family 
Cirk of Colchester calls “our collective 
xieving.” 

The group decided that, as the Haslam, that means making Vermont a 
model for the rest of the nation while also 
recruiting and training the next genera- 
tion of progressive activists and leaders. 
As he puts it, “We love Bemie Sanders, 
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media began focusing 
Trump’s first 100 days in office, starting 
on Inauguration Day they would each 
commit to taking one action per day for 
100 days. 
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LocM-matters 


Vermont’s Right Thinks Scott’s Wrong on Trump 


S o much for a honeymoon. 

Gov. Phil Scott had been in 
office just a month when his 
conservative supporters un- 
leashed a tirade. On Facebook and over 
coffee counters, they excoriated their 
man for seeking to limit Vermont’s coop- 
eration with President Donald Trump’s 
immigration crackdown. 


“Traitor!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” one Facebook 
commenter wrote. (That was 15 excla- 
mation points.) 

“Enjoy your only term” wrote 
another. 

These were not all just marginal Scott 
supporters. “I put out over 100 signs for 
Phil Scott in 2016 and held his signs at 
roadside rallies half a dozen times. Not 
gonna happen in 2018 ," another com- 
menter said. 

This online dressing-down came 
within hours of a press conference two 
weeks ago during which Scott stood with 
Democratic and Progressive lawmakers 
and the Democratic attorney general to 
unveil legislation countering Trump’s 
executive orders on immigration. 

The Vermont bill would limit the 
federal government’s ability to use local 
Vermont police to enforce immigration 
law and bar the state from providing 
Vermonters’ persona] information to the 
feds to create a registry of, for example, 
Muslims. The state Senate is scheduled 
to vote on the legislation this week. 

Scott’s support for the bill won 
immediate praise from Democrats, 
Progressives, independents and some 
moderate Republicans — who, collec- 
tively, almost certainly outnumber his 
Vermont critics. The governor’s office 
received about 1,500 calls, letters and 
emails about the issue, spokeswoman 
Rebecca Kelley said last week. About 
two-thirds of those were positive, she 


^ But Scott infuriated the state’s Trump 

cvi voters, who add up to no small number: 
95,000 Vermonters cast ballots for the 
president in the November election. 
v> Though Scott never embraced Trump, 
2 many of the president's Vermont sup- 
2 porters come from the Republican gov- 
“ emor’s own political base. 

The speed and vitriol with which 
those voters have turned on Scott is a 
uj vivid illustration of the difficulties that 
loom ahead for this middle-of-the-road 
| Republican. Scott built his political 
^ reputation on working across the aisle, 
g but can he keep straddling a divide that 
2 appears to grow wider by the day? 



The rush to judgment is happening 
not just on social media but in the streets 
of Vermont, said Bruce Bumor, owner of 
the Eden Mini-Mart, whose mostly con- 
servative regular customers are fuming 
over Scott’s support of the immigration 
legislation. 

“They’re very upset about it,” Bumor 
said. “These are people who voted for 
the governor, and if the election were 
held today, I don’t think they would.” 

Bumor said the crowd he hears from 
doesn’t want Scott spending time on 
immigration and feels betrayed that he 
is. “They want to see lower taxes, better 
roads, better-paying jobs,” he said. 

Even some elected Republican lead- 
ers — ecstatic though they are to have 
one of their own in the governor’s office 
— stand unwilling to support the gover- 
nor on his immigration bilL 

House Minority Leader Don Turner 
(R-Milton) said about half of his caucus' 
52 members will likely vote against the 
bill. A personal pitch from the governor 
to House Republicans failed to win them 

“A lot of our members feel we 
shouldn’t be doing this,” Turner said, 
arguing that there’s no proof Tramp will 
create a Muslim registry. “Are we creat- 
ing a bill in search of a problem?” 


If Scott is worried about losing his 
base of support, the governor wasn’t let- 
ting on last week. 

“I hadn't really thought of it as going 
out on a limb,” he said in an interview. 
“I’m just doing what I think is right.” 

Scott said he believes that one of 
Trump’s executive orders, which seeks 
to give the president the authority to 
deputize local police to enforce immi- 
gration laws, constitutes federal over- 
reach. Scott said he is bound by his oath 
of office to protect the state against such 
intrusion of authority. 

To conservative critics, Scott offers 
this analogy: What if a future com- 
mander-in-chief wanted the state's help 
building a registry of gun owners or 
turned to local police for help rounding 
up guns? 

“We can't pick and choose what pieces 
of the Constitution we defend,” Scott 
said as he announced the legislation. 

Despite Scott’s defense of the bill, 
opposition among conservatives per- 
sists almost unabated. A central part of 
the problem, Scott said, is that people 
misunderstand what the bill would and 
would not do. 

He’s not creating a “sanctuary 
state,” he said. But a February 8 head- 
line from the conservative online 


media outlet VermontWatchdog.org 
declared, “Scott making Vermont a 
sanctuary for illegals as GOP else- 
where sides with Trump.” 

In fact, there is no established defini- 
tion of a “sanctuary” jurisdiction. But 
many communities that have declared 
sanctuary status go further than the 
proposed Vermont legislation to protect 
immigrants and refugees, including re- 
fusing to hold immigration detainees for 
the federal government. 

Debate over the immigration bill 
is rife with similar parsing over every 

“It’s hard to tell exactly what the 
language is saying,” said Jason Benoit, a 
41-year-old trucking firm manager who 
lives in St Albans City. He is among 
those struggling to understand and come 
to terms with what Scott and other state 
leaders are proposing to do. 

Benoit said he’s concerned that the 
proposed legislation would preclude 
police from arresting immigrants for 
illegal activity. “I'm just worried that 
they're not going to hold these people 
accountable," he said. 

Benoit turned to Facebook to ask Sen. 
Dustin Degree (R-Franklin) and Rep. 
Corey Parent (R-St Albans) for their 
views on the bill 
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Jason Gibbs, the governor’s chief of 
staff, joined the Facebook exchange. 
The bill would not bar police from ar- 
resting anyone for criminal activity, he 
clarified. 

Gibbs went on to blame the media for 
creating the confusion. “Few journalists 
take the time to understand the details 
of issues these days — they typically 
follow the most controversial narrative 
or the national narrative because it fires 
up readers/viewers," he wrote in the 
Facebook exchange. 

Scott’s chief posted a list of “key 
facts” about the bill. “KEY FACT: The 
state’s response: DOES NOT limit or 
interfere with the federal government’s 
ability to enforce immigration laws,” it 
says in part. 

All the explanations cannot erase the 
fact that immigration is a complicated 
issue that easily lends itself to misun- 
derstanding. Different people have dif- 


IF THE CONSERVATIVES THAT 
BACKED TRIP STAY HOI, 
HE'S A ONE-TERM GOVERNOR. 

BRUCE BURNOR 


ferent ideas of what the words "illegal” 
or “criminal” mean in this context 

To Benoit, immigrants who crossed 
the border without proper documenta- 
tion are in the United States illegally. “If 
you’re illegal, you’re illegal,” he said. 

Not really, said Rebecca Turner, an 
immigration law specialist who works 
in the state Defender General’s Office. 
Crossing the border without valid docu- 
ments is a crime, she told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee last week. But, she 
added, “It’s not a crime to be here with- 
out federal immigration status.” 

Sen. Dick Sears (D-Bennington), 
who chairs the committee, zeroed in 
on the distinction. His panel, which 
voted 5-0 for the bill last week, modified 
the legislation to clarify that state law 
enforcement will not be deputized to 
help the federal government carry out 
enforcement of civil immigration laws 
without the governor’s consent He 
hoped that would ease worries about 
letting criminals go free. 

The main goal. Sears said, is to pro- 
tect immigrants who are in Vermont 
legally. “We’re not looking to protect 
somebody who’s sex trafficking,” he 

Such explanations are unlikely to 
ease all critics’ complaints. 


Benoit said he was somewhat more 
comfortable with the legislation after 
reading Gibbs' explanation about its 
narrow focus, but he still has concerns. 

Those include a growing sense that 
government is trying to protect others, 
while working people’s taxes go up, and 
their wages stay stagnant. 

“The bigger issue right now is, look- 
ing at the state, we don’t have business,” 
said Benoit, who voted for the governor 
and attended his inaugural balk “It comes 
basically down to taxes and having to pay 
for more and more ... Everybody I talk to 
is concerned it’s just not sustainable.” 

He continued: “I just see it as Phil 
Scott trying to pander to Vermonters, to 
Democrats. The taxpayers of Vermont 
need to come first.” 

Scott’s state budget proposal, which 
called for a freeze of local school bud- 
gets, went over well with Burnor’s 
regular customers in Eden, he said. But 
the governor lost their love quickly by 
embracing a bill that defies a president 
many of them backed. 

Just a month into Scott's governor- 
ship, Burnor’s regulars are already talk- 
ing about the possibility that he might 
become the first one-term Vermont gov- 
ernor since Republican F. Ray Keyser Jr. 
lost to Democrat Phil Hoff in 1962. 

“If he keeps pandering to the left, 
they're not going to vote for him,” 
Bumor said. “If the conservatives that 
backed Trump stay home, he’s a one- 
term governor.” 

Sen. Joe Benning (R-Caledonia), 
a lawyer and vice chair of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee who supports the 
bill, said social media has changed the 
pace and tenor of political debate, but 
he cautioned against assuming such 
quick conclusions will stick. 

“I suspect two years hence this 
bill will not be high on the priority of 
things,” Benning said. 

Turner, the House minority leader, 
agreed. “He’s been governor for five 
weeks. These are very trying times,” 
the Milton representative said. “I hope 
he will show us in the end he is who he 
says he is.” 

Scott said he’s confident conserva- 
tives will come back around. 

“Obviously, we don’t agree on every- 
thing,” he said. “I think we all share the 
common goal that we need to address 
the affordability of Vermont and grow- 
ing the economy.” 

Of course, his approach to doing so 
is likely to tick off the left Just goes to 
show: It ain’t easy governing from the 
center. © 

Contact: terri@sevendaysvt.com 
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Size Wise: In Burlington, Upward Growth 
or ‘Vertical Sprawl’? 


L ast fall, flyers distributed by op- 
ponents of three 14-story build- 
ings in downtown Burlington 
proclaimed, “Too tall!” The 
proposed residential and oflice develop- 
ment would tower above the Church 
Street Marketplace shopping mall. 

Activists involved in the Coalition 
for a Livable City failed to convince 
Queen City voters in November to reject 
two ballot items that would allow the 
165-foot-high project to proceed. But 
they did succeed in perpetuating the 
debate about how tall is too tall in a 
small city where no current edifice ex- 
ceeds 124 feet. 

Burlington’s existential question 
may not have an answer. Judgments 
regarding height, as with beauty, are 
formed in the eye of the beholder. As 
former New York Times architecture 
critic Ada Louise Huxtable famously 
observed, “The skyscraper is Orwellian 
or Olympian, depending on how you 

Genese Grill, a coalition leader and 
now a city council candidate, is continu- 
ing to campaign against the Burlington 
Town Center project, calling it “verti- 
cal sprawl.” The structures would be 
“completely out of scale with their sur- 
roundings," she said. Plus, Grill pointed 
out, high-rises “have been found in some 
studies to be associated with isolation, 
depression and alienation for those who 
live in them.” 

One such study by Robert Gifford, a 
professor in the School of Environmental 
Studies at the University of Victoria in 
British Columbia, observed that high- 
rises “are not optimal for children, that 
social relations are more impersonal and 
helping behavior is less than in other 
housing forms, that crime and fear of 
crime are greater, and that they may in- 
dependently account for some suicides.” 

The proposed buildings would be 
aesthetically ruinous to Burlington’s 
natural as well as its built environment, 
warns Robert Herendeen, a fellow at the 
University of Vermont’s Gund Institute 
for Ecological Economics. “They’re 
going to block views of the incred- 
ibly beautiful lake and mountains,” he 
said. “They’ll be oppressive to people 
on the street because they’ll cast more 
shadows.” 

Paul Bruhn, executive director of 
Preservation Trust of Vermont, agrees 
that 14-story buildings would be out of 



proportion with Burlington’s cityscape 

— except where developer Don Sinex 
wants to put them. “That location is the 
one place in the city that taller buildings 
won't have a negative effect," Bruhn said. 

He noted that the towers would be 
set back from Church and Cherry streets 

— and thus would not be intrusively vis- 
ible from those perspectives. The design 
has been “significantly improved” in 
response to some of the objections 
lodged by opponents, Bruhn added. He 
cited other elements of the project as 
unequivocally beneficial for Burlington, 
especially the planned restoration of 
north-south traffic corridors through 
downtown via Pine and St Paul streets. 

Proponents also point out that the 
$200 million development will help ease 
Burlington's housing crunch. One-fifth 
of the residential units — 55 of 270 — are 
to be made available at below-market 
rates to qualified prospective tenants. 

Michael Monte, an affordable- 
housing advocate and former director 
of the city’s Community & Economic 
Development Office, offered a per- 
spective similar to Bruhn’s. “I’m ag- 
nostic on the issue of tall buildings," 
Monte said. “They obviously wouldn’t 
be appropriate on the waterfront, but 
as they’re designed, they make sense 
on top of a one-story building that’s 
just a horrible use of land in the heart 
of downtown." 


Jesse Beck, the project’s architect, 
regards 14 stories as a reasonable height 
in principle for center-city Burlington. 
“I don’t consider this very tall at all,” he 
said. “It provides a perfect balance that 
enables the city to grow in a smart, envi- 
ronmentally positive way." Besides, Beck 
remarked, “it’s not until you get up to the 
Hill Section that you’ll see how tall these 
buildings are.” Their height will be obvi- 
ous from the lake, too. 

For the past 20 years, Beck added, 
“the City of Burlington hasn’t had the 
proper regulations to allow needed 
density downtown.” As president of the 
Freeman French Freeman architectural 
firm, he noted, “I’ve worked with clients 
who haven’t been able to find a way to 
get sound projects to pay for themselves. 

“Burlington is a city that needs to 
grow up,” Beck continued. 

Other tall buildings will rise in down- 
town in the coming years and decades. 
Beck predicted, suggesting that such 
developments will be good for the city. 
Local urban planner Julie Campoli 
shares that outlook. Unless Burlington 
promotes urban-style growth, she 
warned, “it will become irrelevant.” In 
addition to losing population, Campoli 
foresees a low-density Queen City “be- 
coming an enclave for the wealthy.” And 
the city can meaningfully grow only in 
an upward direction, she maintained. 

These visions of a mid-21st-century 


downtown with a half dozen or more 
high-rises are the stuff of nightmares 
for Grill and others who worry that the 
Sinex project will set a precedent “Once 
developers are able to build high, they'll 
build high, and the result will be oppres- 
sive,” Grill foresees. 

Huxtable, who died four years ago, 
wouldn’t disagree. In her 1982 essay 
titled “The Tall Building Artistically 
Reconsidered,” she observed, “From the 
Tower of Babel onward, the fantasies of 
builders have been vertical rather than 
horizontal.” 

Opponents of the 14-story Burlington 
Town Center plan emphasize that they 
aren’t against greater density down- 
town. “I’d be OK with more six- or even 
eight-story buildings,” said Charles 
Simpson, a member of the Coalition for 
a Livable City who, like Grill, is running 
against a Sinex project supporter for a 
city council seat “It's good to have more 
people living and working downtown." 

But Simpson believes that Mayor Miro 
Weinberger is moving too quickly and 
aiming too high in facilitating large-scale 
residential development “We’ve got a de- 
veloper mayor rather than a mayor with a 
background in development,” he said. 

Coalition members argue that it’s pos- 
sible to make Burlington a more densely 
populated city by constructing three- to 
six-story mid-rise buildings on parcels 
that today languish as parking lots or 
function as gas stations or single-story 
retail establishments. Projects of this sort, 
known as in-fill development, “would 
bring in a great deal of apartments even 
with existing zoning regs," Simpson said. 

That generally isn’t the case, countered 
David White, director of Burlington’s 
Planning and Zoning Department 
Current regs obligate developers to pro- 
vide one off-street parking spot for each 
residential unit they build, he noted. That 
entails a per-parked-car cost of $20,000 to 
$40,000, raising the per-unit construction 
cost by as much as 30 percent, White said. 
“Depending on the size and configuration 
of the site, on-site parking requirements 
can be a deterrent to almost any kind of 
development,” he wrote in an email. 

But with the aim of making residen- 
tial construction economically feasible, 
the city’s zoning ordinance allows for 
some flexibility on the parking require- 
ment Developers can apply for waiv- 
ers to the one-parking-space-per-unit 
rule while presenting a plan for how 
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a project can be less accommodating 
toward automobiles. As a result of this 
process, reducing the parking obligation 
is “not an uncommon thing,” White said. 

The day will come, he predicted, 
when Burlington follows the lead of 
other cities around the country in 
eliminating parking requirements for 
downtown residential and mixed-use 
projects. But it won’t be soon. Burlington 
last reformulated its zoning ordinance in 
2008 — after a seven-year review. 

For now, White said, the city’s parking 
rule remains “a disincentive to develop- 
ment because it adds so much cost.” 

Campoli and Beck both suggested 
that voter approval for the Sinex proj- 
ect demonstrates a new willingness 
in Burlington to build up. The actual 
results could become clear within a 
couple of years. Approval by the city’s 
Development Review Board represents 
the final regulatory step before construc- 
tion can begin, and the board could give 
its OK sometime next month. 

But even when the Town Center high- 
rises are in place for all to see and judge, 
the local debate over tall buildings will 
not likely subside. Amey Radcliffe, one 
of the activists opposed to projects of the 


Sinex scale, argued, “Density is better 
achieved without high-rises.” Urban in- 
novation and startups “tend not to occur 
in tail-building canyons but in mid-rise 
neighborhoods that spur interaction,” 
she said. 

One of Radcliffe’s reference points is a 
2012 article in the Atlantic by urban stud- 
ies specialist Richard Florida. “You don’t 

BURLINGTON IS IN DENIM ABOUT... 

ITS STATUS AS 
AN URBAN CENTER. 

JULIE CAMPOLI 


find great arts districts and music scenes 
in high-rise districts but in older, historic 
residential, industrial or warehousing 
districts such as New York’s Greenwich 
Village or Soho, or San Francisco's 
Mission District, which were built before 
elevators enabled multistory construc- 
tion,” Florida wrote. 

Burlington’s Pine Street art zone can 
be seen as another such example. And 


so might Boulder, Colo., a prosperous 
and vibrant university city of 100,000 
residents with some clear similarities to 
Burlington. 

Boulder’s building-height restrictions 
are even more rigorous than Burlington’s. 
Two buildings that rise 10 and 12 stories, 
respectively, were constructed in that 
city prior to adoption of zoning regs that 
for the past several years have prohibited 
commercial buildings taller than 55 feet 
and residential development of more 
than 35 feet 

“The general concern about tall build- 
ings is that they’ll negatively impact the 
view of our unique mountain skyline,” 
Boulder Planning Board chair John 
Gerstle told Seven Days. Some residents 
argue, however, that Boulder has to get 
taller because it’s surrounded by publicly 
owned open space that allows for “very 
limited construction outward,” Gerstle 
noted. “That position is absolutely 
worth considering,” he said, pointing 
to Boulder’s rapidly escalating housing 
prices and the fact that numerous tech 
firms have expressed interest in locat- 
ing there. “There are a lot of shades of 
gray on the development issue,” Gerstle 
acknowledged. 


David Owen, author of Green 
Metropolis, offered a similarly ambiva- 
lent take on tall buildings as a means of 
achieving environmentally beneficial 
density. In a recent interview, Owen said 
he stands by his 2009 assertion in Time 
magazine that Manhattan is greener 
than Vermont. That’s due in part to 
the much lower rate of car ownership 
among Gothamites, but it also reflects 
the energy-saving advantages of living 
in a high-rise rather than an unattached 
single-family home, Owen observed. He 
conceded, though, that tall buildings 
constructed with glass cladding consume 
plenty of power for heating and cooling. 

“I can actually argue this issue both 
ways,” he said. 

Campoli’s take: “Burlington is in denial 
about ... its status as an urban center.” In 
her estimation, younger residents and 
Queen City natives tend to be “less fear- 
ful” with regard to vertical growth than 
are middle-aged and elderly former flat- 
landers who moved to Burlington 20 or 
more years ago. “They found a place they 
think is just right,” she said. “They don’t 
ever want it to change." ® 

Contact: kelley@sevendaysvt.com 
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> Resistance Is Fertile «p.i? 

but we need a hundred more Bemie 
Sanders.” 

g Longtime environmental activist 
o James Ehlers, executive director of 
j? Lake Champlain International, says that 
Trump’s extremism has enabled him to 
forge new relationships with individu- 
als and groups that weren’t previously 
i/i allies. As LCI’s members span the politi- 
o cal spectrum, he's in a unique position to 

2 alter perceptions and change the minds 
Si of more conservative Vermonters. 

And liberals' minds, as well. Several 
weeks ago, Ehlers spoke at a rally in 
uj Burlington’s City Hall Park in support 
jjj of refugees. He’s a veteran who served 
f in the Navy in the 1990s and deployed 
< to Panama. Ehlers told the crowd, “An 

3 America that discriminates is not the 
S America that we veterans were willing 


to die for.” He says the comment was met 
with enthusiasm. 

“I got a ton of positive feedback 
from people I wouldn't have considered 
friends. I don't know why," Ehlers recalls. 
“Maybe it was because it was crashing 
their stereotypes that if you’re a veteran, 
you must be a law-and-order authori- 
tarian. But I took an oath to uphold the 
Constitution, not the president.” 

Others who’ve been involved in 
politics and political activism for 
decades, including former governor 
Madeleine Kunin and Rep. Mary Sullivan 
(D-Burlington), have formed a new group 
called March Forward. Sullivan, who 
served in the legislature throughout the 
1990s and returned in 2014, says she had 
to do something more. 

“I allowed myself a day or two after 
the election to just wallow in my misery,” 
Sullivan recalls. “And then I thought. 


Enough of that. That's not going to get us 
anywhere." 

One of the group’s goals, she says, is 
to keep alive the spirit of the Women's 
March on Washington (and worldwide) 
and bring the experience and expertise of 
older activists to the younger generation. 
As Sullivan puts it, “If our only victory 
doesn’t happen until 2018, then that will 
still be extremely worthwhile.” 

When it comes to political activism, 
few Vermonters have been at it as long as 
Sister Pat McKittrick. She’s a nurse who 
works in community health improvement 
at the University of Vermont Medical 

McKittrick is also a nun who’s spent 
more than five decades fighting for 
social justice issues from a Catholic 
perspective. She says that all the dis- 
parate efforts around the state have 
one thing in common: They’re about 


forging new relationships and building 
community. 

“In Winooski, one of the ways we real- 
ized that people connect is through sto- 
ries,” McKittrick says. To that end, she’s 
now working with Winooski photogra- 
pher Dan Higgins to create photos that 
tell the stories of 25 people who reflect 
the Onion City's diversity. The yearlong 
project will include student-made digital 
recordings of people’s stories and events 
that bring together different groups who 
wouldn’t otherwise mix. 

“The good thing that has come out of 
all this is that people are saying, ‘We need 
to do something,’ rather than just being 
apathetic and giving up,” McKittrick 
says. “People are saying, “We have a voice, 
and we can do something. Now, let’s get 
started!’” © 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 
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STATEO/THEartS 



I f Winooski is “the Brooklyn of 
Burlington,” the city now boasts 
an appropriate contemporary art 
installation. The straightforwardly 
named “Fluorescent Light in Vacant 
Storefront" is just that In collabora- 
tion with curatorial initiative overnight 
projects, Montpelier artist chris Jeffrey 
has filled the Winooski Block building’s 
former Sloane Mercantile quarters with 
sculptural arrangements of brightly col- 
ored fluorescent tube lights. 

The most obvious divergence be- 
tween this and Overnight Projects’ 
four prior installations is that viewers 
need not be inside the space to see the 
work. Automatic timers activate the 
installation every evening from 5 p.m. to 
midnight, and the electric bars of light 
and ethereal color fields they create can 
be spotted even from the far end of the 
Winooski traffic circle. Passersby on foot 
or in vehicles simply cannot miss it. 

“With these installations,” Jeffrey 
wrote in an email, “I'm hoping to get 
people to notice that something in their 
environment is a little different — that 
the vacant space they are used to [pass- 
ing] by and ignoring has been trans- 
formed in some way.” 

This is Jeffrey’s fifth such project 
since 2012 , and his first outside of 
Montpelier. The installations emerged 
from his career as a stained glass artist, 
illuminating an unexpected but simple 
link between a centuries-old craft and 
the hypermodem legacy of artists such 
as Dan Flavin, Robert Irwin and James 
Turrell. 

“My interest in making [these envi- 
ronments],” Jeffrey wrote, “grew out of 


IMPING ID GET 
PEOPLE TO NOTICE THAT 

SOMETHING INTHEIR 
ENVIRONMENT IS 
A LITTLE DIFFERENT. 

CHRIS JEFFREY 

my dawning realization that what I love 
about being a stained glass artist isn't 
so much the imagery of the windows I 
am building; it is more the intensity and 
richness of the colors, and the light that 
creates and amplifies those colors.” 

The nomadic Overnight Projects 
seeks to match artists with empty and 
often historic spaces. “Chris definitely 
responds more to the architecture 
[of a space] than to its history," noted 

ABBEY MEAKER. She and SARAH O DONNELL 

launched Overnight Projects in 2015, 
recently adding Seven Days arts writer 
sadie williams to their team. Meaker 
and O Donnell had wanted to work 
with Jeffrey since seeing his “8 Items 
or Less” installation on Montpelier’s 
Main Street in November 2015, they 

For “Fluorescent Light," Jeffrey has 
filled the storefront’s primary space 
with two large installations. In the 
first of these, six stark constructions, 
each made from three light tubes, lean 
against the exposed brick wall — a 
feature of the building that Jeffrey 


“particularly wanted to draw attention 
to,” he noted. Above the tubes, small 
spotlights beam circles of various sizes. 
Jeffrey didn’t choose the colors of the 
plastic sheaths that encase the lights 
(red and blue) until he had fully con- 
ceptualized the sculptural elements. 

The second of these large instal- 
lations is a zigzag of green, purple 
and blue that spans the entire eastern 
wall. The tubes are arranged at sharp 
angles toward the back of the space and 
spaced more broadly toward the front 
of the building. Jeffrey has also filled 
two smaller alcoves with light. 

“This is a small space that feels big 
because of the work,” O Donnell said. 
From the back of the building, the 
reflection in the front window causes 
Jeffrey’s red-and-blue installation to 
appear to extend outside and into the 

Industrial, modem and ephemeral, 
Jeffrey’s installation may serve as an 
apt metaphor for downtown Winooski, 
a place that is seemingly always under 
construction and in transition. No 
matter what, the work is entrancing. 
As O Donnell put it, “Art on the walls is 
easy to walk by.” 

For those itching to get inside — and 
the work really should be seen from inside 
as well as out — a public reception will 
take place on Saturday, February 25. ® 

INFO 

’Fluorescent Light in Vacant Storefront" by Chris 
Jeffrey, produced by Overnight Projects, on 
view through March 15. 17 East Allen Street in 
Winooski. Reception Saturday. February 25, 6 to 


CLASSICAL 
CONCERT COUNTERS 
PATRIARCHY 


In the midst of a cascade of national 
news about women opposing 
the policies of the President 
Donald Trump administration — a 
worldwide women's march, a sudden 
uptick in donations to Planned 
Parenthood, a surge in women 
considering running for office — 
comes a ti mely concert at the 
University of Vermont. 

"How Do I Love Thee? 19th- 
Century Women in Song," this 
Thursday at UVM, features soprano 
mary bonhag. accompanied by 
pianist Paul orgel singing poems 
that are voiced from the perspective 
of women two centuries ago. 

Some were imagined by the likes 
of Elizabeth Barrett Browning and 
Emily Dickinson, others by male 
poets. The composers are women 
and men from the 19th century 
through today. 

Orgel's last solo recital program, 
last summer, was an all-Mozart 
affair and a protest against the 
anti-Enlightenment sentiments 
of Trump's campaign. But he and 
Bonhag didn't envision current 
events when they began discussing 
the UVM program at that time. 
Indeed, said Orgel during a recent 
rehearsal with Bonhag at the 
pianists Shelburne house, "No 
one knew Trump was going to get 
elected.’ 

Bonhag, displaying more 
equanimity, focused on the 
program's origin. The concert is 
part of the UVM President's Concert 
Series, which is organized by Orgel 
and literature professor tom simone. 
In tandem with Simone's current 
class on romantic poetry, it aims to 
tackle a problematic but beautiful 
mainstay of the art-song repertoire: 
Robert Schumann's Frauenliebe und 
-leben (A Woman's Life and Love). 

For pianists, the eight-part song 
cycle ranks "among Schumann's finest 
works,’ Orgel said, and gives equal 
weight to piano and voice parts. But 
sopranos find themselves singing a 
series of cringe-worthy, out-of-date 
vignettes in first person, by Adel bert 
von Chamisso, about a woman's 
love for a man through courtship, 
marriage, children and death. 

T want to serve and live for him 
... [He is] remote — a wonderful, 
majestic sight! ... Let me bow my 
head in all reverence,’ read a few of 




the male-penned verses, according to 
one translation. 

Some sopranos choose not to 
sing the work; Bonhag, who trained 
at Bard College under the partial 
tutelage of opera diva Dawn Upshaw, 
said she avoided the work for years. 

It was only after she married and had 
children that she began to see how 
"Anyone feels that way when they're 
falling in love." Bonhag performed 
the cycle for the first time last year 
at scrag mountain music, the central 
Vermont chamber series that she and 
her husband, evan 
premo. run from their 
Marshfield home. 

Despite making 
her peace with it 
Bonhag vowed it 
will be her "lifelong 
project to offer 
counterweights" 
to Frauenliebe. 

The program she conceived for 
UVM includes two lieder by Clara 
Schumann, Robert's wife. A concert 
pianist Clara was the breadwinner of 
the couple, performing continually 
despite having eight children. 

As a composer, she chose poems 
by Friedrich Ruckert for the two 
songs Bonhag will sing, but those 
male-penned texts are slightly less 
“unfeminist" than Chamisso's. 

The singer has also selected Franz 
Schubert's "Suleika I," with text by 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe — or 
rather, published by Goethe under his 
own name. The poems were actually 
written by his love interest, Marianne 
von Willemer, as she revealed shortly 
before her death in 1860. 

Because 19th-century composers 
generally chose to set men's 
poems to music, many female 
contemporaries of Goethe, Friedrich 
Schiller, Christian Johann Heirich 
Heine and the rest weren't honored 
with song until the 20th century 
and later. Bonhag has included 


several examples on the program: 
the living composer Libby Larsen's 
song cycle Sonnets from the 
Portuguese 6, which sets to music 
Browning's poems in direct response 
to Frauenliebe ; and musical takes on 
Dickinson poems by four composers: 
Aaron Copland, Lori Laitman, George 
Perle and Lee Hoiby. 

Reached by phone, Simone 
describes the program as "humane 
gender reflection." Women two 
centuries ago lacked a public arena, 
he says: "Married women had no 

property; there were 
limitations on money, 
opportunities, 
everything. 

"We like to think 
there's been some 
kind of advance." 
Simone continues. 
"But since the 
last presidential 
election, we're in a very precarious 
position. We're being challenged 
by oppressively patriarchal forces. 
Everyone at the top [now] are white, 
male billionaires." 

Orgel and Bonhag believe they 
are providing an antidote with this 
performance. Given the concert's 
checks and balances, said Orgel, "This 
is the antithesis of the spirit of what's 
going on." 

Bonhag added. "As musicians, we 
have the ability to lift people out of 
that crap, to give them energy to go 
and make peace in the world. The 
value of music — especially music 
with words — is that it's the opposite 
of Trump." 

AMY LILLY 

Contact: Ully@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

"How Do I Love Thee? 19th-Century Wom- 
en in Song," a recital by Mary Bonhag and 
Paul Orgel, Thursday, February 23, 7:30 
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The Revolution Will Be Printed — 
Just Ask Vermonter John Vincent 

BY SADIE WILLIAMS 

I n a former life, John vincent was a 
cop. Now, the white-pony-tailed, 

67-year-old lives in New Haven 
and operates a revolutionary press. 

As that name might suggest, it’s an 
old-school print studio where Vincent 
creates radical posters featuring quotes 
from the likes of Martin Luther King Jr. 
and scholar-monk Thomas Merton. 

This Saturday, February 25, the 
Vermont book shop in Middlebury will 
host a trunk show of Vincent’s prints. 

He’ll bring a sampling of equipment 
from his studio and demonstrate the 
process of printing with handset type. 

A Revolutionary Press recently ac- 
quired nonprofit status, and Saturday’s 
event celebrates that as well as the man 
behind the prints. 

Vincent sells those prints — in sizes 
from postcards to posters — in a few 
stores around the state. After covering 
printing costs, he donates the proceeds 
to organizations such as Courage to 
Resist and Iraq Veterans Against the 
War. Another recipient he said, has been 
a prison library in Massachusetts that 
houses a collection of Merton’s works. 

It’s hard to imagine the good- 
humored artist ever did anything else. 

Vincent’s studio is filled with what 
looks like a lifetime’s collection of 
printing tools: at least three presses, 
drawers of wood and lead type, stacks of 
fresh paper, and shelves brimming with 
neatly organized prints. 

But Vincent has only plied this trade 
for 10 years; his first career, in the 1980s, 
was as a police officer in Maryland. It 
didn't last. Vincent witnessed an act of 
police misconduct and reported it to in- 
ternal affairs. The result, he said, was a 
bitter dispute and a fight to keep his job, 
which ended with his retirement 
“My take,” he reflected, “is they 
didn’t want to spend any more time on 
it.” He was 35 years old. 

Now Vincent ekes out a modest living 
from his monthly retirement checks. 

"I just adjust downward,” he said. His 
experience as a policeman altered his 
worldview, he added, making him ques- 
tion the status quo that he once enforced. 

After leaving the force, Vincent 
moved to Vermont; in 2000, he took over 
In the Alley Bookshop in Middlebury. 

During his seven years as a bookseller, 

Vincent relished printing out flyers 
bearing political quotes or quips and 
hanging them around the shop. Thus 
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began his love affair with disseminating 
the printed word. 

On the bookstore's final day of busi- 
ness, in 2007, a customer asked whether 
Vincent had any books on letterpress 
printing — in particular, using handset 
type. Vincent didn't The patron told him 
about the antiquated method of printing 
that involves arranging individual let- 
ters, in reverse order, to form text The 
resulting block of type is then inked and 
pressed with paper, one page at a time. 

Vincent knew zilch about that process, 
but he was intrigued. And he resolved then 
and there to become a letterpress printer. 

Upon closing the store, Vincent and 
his wife, book artist jane ploughman. 
moved to Maine to homestead. Shortly 
afterward, he acquired the contents of 
a print shop from a retired printmaker 
on Deer Island. Equipped only with 
a dial-up connection, and generally 
averse to the internet, Vincent taught 
himself how to print 1920s guidebooks. 
A Revolutionary Press was born. 

At first, he wasn’t very good at it 
“People told me that what I [chose] to print 


was interesting” he said, “but if I put it up 
on a wall or bulletin board, [they] would 
have no good reason to go and read it” 

So Vincent played around with the 
positioning of letters, sampling different 
fonts, sizes and ink colors, and tried to 
create more visually engaging arrange- 
ments. And he began to find buyers. In 
Vermont, where he and Ploughman 
returned last year, Vincent retails his 
prints at outlets including the Vermont 
Book Shop, Vermont Camera Works in 
Pittsford, the Peace & Justice Center 
in Burlington and the rokeby museum in 
Ferrisburgh. 

In New Haven, where the couple 
built a house with studios for both, 
Vincent has been busy. He also offers 
a subscription service with about 30 
customers. It delivers “a Revolution to 
your mailbox each and every month!" 
according to a promotional postcard. 
Subscribers get one to three “pieces of 
litter" for $15 to $30. 

A print from the most recent batch 
features a spiraling quote in white ink 
on black paper: “We all have within 


us a center of stillness surrounded by 
silence.” Dag Hammarskjold, a Swedish 
diplomat and the second secretary-gen- 
eral of the United Nations, wrote that in 
his introduction to the meditation room 
at the UN headquarters in New York 
City, which he revamped in 1957. 

Getting the right mix of impact and 
intellect in each print remains a juggling 
act, Vincent said. “It’s been a balance all 
along to create something on a piece of 
paper that allows it to be viewed as art, 
but also to be viewed intellectually, as 
a challenge to someone’s assumptions 
and perceptions about the world.” 

He has abandoned the humor of his 
early broadsides. “There’s more to it than 
just poking fun at something,” Vincent 
said. “Telling [people] what they want 
to hear isn't helpful in moving them in 
a direction of What does it mean to be 
human? What does that require of us ?” 

Vincent’s answer to that: loving every- 
one. “Anything short of that, and we’re 
not truly being human to each other.” 

In addition to making his own work, 
Vincent opens his studio to collabora- 
tors or other printers in need of equip- 
ment. Former Burlington poet Ben 
Aleshire of honeybee press printed a 
book of poems by Frances Cannon titled 
Uranian Fruit there last summer. 

“He was a real life saver,” Aleshire 
wrote via email from his current home 
in New Orleans. “He invited me there all 
because I talked to him for 10 minutes 
at [the Burlington Farmers Market], 
where he and Frances sold prints.” 

More recently, Burlington artist 
jabari jones visited A Revolutionary 
Press to print a series of proverbs re- 
lated to bread. He also met Vincent at 
the market last summer. Jones, who 
spent two years with bread and puppet 
theater, says Vincent’s style resonated 
with his aesthetic — and the troupe's. 

Vincent values this type of cross- 
pollination, he said, and the chance to 
exchange ideas with other artists. 

Asked if the presidential election and 
ensuing events have influenced what 
he's printing, Vincent said no. “The 
choices of what I’m printing will remain 
the same. Until we get better at acting 
like we’re a part of the world and not 
apart from the world ... until then, I’ll 
point to these things that I feel need to 
be pointed to.” ® 

Contact: sadie@sevendaysvt.com 
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= THE STRAIGHT DOPE bvcedladams 


Dear Cecil. 


On a recent trip to the White House gardens. I 
had to pass through TSA-type metal detectors 
at the entrance. It was a spontaneous visit, and 
I had my Leatherman multi-tool attached to my 
belt. The Secret Service promptly confiscated it 
and told me I wouldn't be able to recover it after 
the tour. What happens to all the items taken 
away at these checkpoints, or at the airports? 

— Peter 



Y ou’re lucky they let 
you in at all. While 
you might not find 
any mentions of cli- 
mate change or civil rights 
on the official website of the 
executive branch, you will see 
this: “Individuals who arrive 
with prohibited items will 
not be permitted to enter the 
White House.” In practice, 
as you learned, most absent- 
mindedly armed visitors — as 
well as those bearing purses 
or bags, lotion, makeup or 
other miscellaneous no-nos 
— can just hand the offending 
items over to the agents. But 
don’t expect to get a claim 
ticket. The White House site 
again: “No storage facilities 
are available on or around 
the complex.” Surely there’s 
enough petty cash in the 
budget to spring for a locker 
or two (this is a regular online 
complaint from the sort of 
people who regularly com- 
plain online), but we’re talk- 
ing about the federal govern- 
ment here, and rules are rules. 


And rule No. 1 is that gov- 
ernment officials can’t return 
items handed over to them. 
That’s apparently just how 
it is. The stuff is classified as 
“voluntarily abandoned prop- 
erty” — you may believe that 
your Leatherman was con- 
fiscated, but, as the govern- 
ment sees it, you volunteered 
to surrender the multi-tool, 
since you had the option to 
turn around and walk home 
with it instead. The methods 
an agency may use to dispose 
of these lawfully gotten gains 
are prescribed by the General 
Services Administration, 
the bureaucrats in charge of 
administering government 
bureaucracy. Their regs affect 
almost all Americans, because 
they apply not just to the 
White House guards, whom 
few of us regularly encounter, 
but to some far-more-familiar 
confiscators: our handsy pals 
at the Transportation Security 
Administration. 

Though TSA employees 
don’t get to keep your goodies 


themselves (despite common 
misconception), the agency is 
permitted to retain abandoned 
property if there’s some of- 
ficial use for it — except, as 
per statute, “large sedans and 
limousines,” which wouldn’t 
fit underneath your seat or in 
the overhead compartment 
anyway. As the agency has no 
pressing need for nail clippers 
or pump bottles of Jergens, a 
large portion of the TSA’s haul 
is slated for what the federal 
code calls “abandonment and 
destruction." 

Most of the more valuable 
stuff, though, goes up for sale. 
Federal agencies aren’t al- 
lowed to turn a profit on your 
abandoned goodies, but noth- 
ing prevents the state where 
the airport's located from 
making a buck, and there's 
a thriving secondary market 
for this plundered booty at 
state-run surplus stores. The 
TSA gathers up its haul peri- 
odically and ships it out for 
resale, and there's a quite a 
load to ship — the “property 


custodian" at Newark, for in- 
stance, visits 10 sites and gath- 
ers up more than 100 pounds 
of stuff daily, maybe twice 
that on holidays. Some states 
give cops and firefighters first 
dibs on the loot, but usually 
it goes straight to the shelves 
or is sold online through pri- 
vate companies like Govdeals. 
com, which says its inventory 
comes from “8,500 govern- 

And what are these shops 
and sites peddling? Well, 
they’re overstocked with 
Leathermans, along with 
kitchen knives, baseball bats 
(tip: neither the scaled-down 
wooden collectibles nor the 
Wiffle-ball variety are al- 
lowed on board) and many, 
many pairs of scissors. You 
might even find a samurai 
sword or a replica World War 
II-era German submachine 
gun — yes, people who walk 
among us have tried to bring 
those on planes. 

What you won’t find, even 
though plenty get seized 
at airport checkpoints, are 
actual, working guns. The TSA 
maintains a blog, presumably 
intended to make the not- 
entirely-beloved agency seem 
more up-front and friendly, and 
here they disclose their weekly 
weapons haul. In one week this 


January, for instance, the TSA 
found 70 guns (63 loaded, 18 
chambered), and that seems 
to be a fairly typical number. 
These get turned over to local 
law enforcement, who may 
destroy them or resell them 
as they see fit. Each new TSA 
post contains boilerplate lan- 
guage gently chiding forgetful 
airport-bound gun owners, but 
it doesn’t seem to be working. 
One starts to understand why 
those agents can act so testy. 

Of course, the White House 
and the airport aren't the only 
entry points where the feds 
diligendy empty your pockets. 
A lot of crap, for instance, was 
confiscated — sorry, abandoned 
— at the entry to last month’s 
inauguration festivities. As at 
many large-scale events, um- 
brellas were prohibited (leav- 
ing George W. Bush to don 
a poncho as best he could), 
but a BBC employee reported 
that his colleague had to sur- 
render a banana; according 
to a McClatchy article, other 
impounded items included 
two cans of Chef Boyardee 
ravioli and a tin of sardines, 
which one volunteer suggested 
might wind up as lunch for 
event staffers. A mild enough 
joke, but the General Services 
Administration probably doesn’t 
think it’s funny at all. 


INFO 

Is there something you need to get straight? Cecil Adams can 
deliver the Straight Dope on any topic. Send questions to Cecil via 
straightdope.com or write him c/o Chicago Reader. 350 N. Orleans, 
Chicago 60654. 
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— HACKIE A VERMONT CABBIE'S REAR VIEW BY JERNIGAN PONTIAC 


Meet the Parents 


o, did you folks have a nice 
meal tonight?” 

The couple in the back 
seat was basking in that 
after-dinner glow. I’ve heard that, sta- 
tistically speaking, Burlington has the 
most restaurants per capita of all U.S. 
cities. I don’t know if that’s accurate, 
but in my experience as an observer 
and occasional partaker, eating out does 
seem to be the top recreational activity 
(if you could call it that) among the 

“We sure did,” the man replied. 
“We tried Sotto’s, the little place on St. 
Paul Street. I think it’s connected to 
Trattoria Delia next door.” 

“That’s right, honey,” his female 
partner chimed in. “I think the waitress 
said they share the same kitchen.” 

“What did you order?” I asked inno- 
cently, though not entirely. 

The truth is, for years I’ve been 
dining out vicariously via the descrip- 
tions of my cab customers, to the point 
where I honestly feel like I’ve experi- 
enced every restaurant in town. The cu- 
linary offerings of Burlington’s restau- 
rateurs continue to scale new heights, 
but they don’t come cheap. Given the 
economics of my life, I tend to stick to 
the off-the-beaten-track ethnic joints — 
Vietnamese, Thai, Himalayan — where 
they fill up your plate for about $ 10 . 

“I had this delicious fish dish, mahi- 
mahi,” the woman said. “It’s similar to 

“When I think of tuna," I said, “it 
brings me back to my middle school caf- 
eteria and the gooey, disgusting tuna sub 
sandwiches, more mayonnaise than fish.” 


“Well, then, I recommend you 
check out Sotto’s," she suggested with 
a chuckle. “They will wipe away those 
disturbing middle school memories, I 
promise you." 

The man said, “Our daughter's been 
telling us to try Penny Cluse, but the 
time we went there, the line was out the 

“Oh, I love that place,” I said. “They 
do breakfast and lunch. It’s well worth 
the wait, and you can hang out at 


Lucky’s — I think they call it — their 
other spot right next door, until your 
table is ready.” 

The couple lived at Appletree Point, 
one of the newer and nicer sections of 
the New North End. We spun around 
Battery Park and onto the long, straight 
shot up North Avenue. I asked them 
about their daughter, my fellow Penny 
Cluse fan. 

“Melanie’s graduating this June from 
the UVM honors program," the woman 
said. “She’s majored in neurology and 
organic chemistry. So she’s a brilliant 
kid, but she has no idea what she wants 
to do when she gets out. Maybe travel 
or something? We’re a little worried 
about her.” 

I said, “Hey, think of it this way. She’s 
been going to school now for — what? 
— 15 straight years? Perhaps she could 


use a break to, like, cleanse her palate. 
Go touring in Kazakhstan or something. 
You know what I’m saying?” 

The woman laughed. “I don’t know 
about Kazakhstan, but you sound 
just like our daughter — annoyingly 
insightful.” 

The man was not so lighthearted 
on the subject. “Melanie is our only 
child,” he explained. “We don’t know 
how much to push her or let her figure 
things out on her own.” 


“Well, I wouldn’t be too hard on her,” 
I advised. “Keep in mind that, in about 
30 years, she'll be choosing your nurs- 
ing home, so best to stay in her good 
graces.” I was only half kidding 

“I worry that it’s all come too easy 
for her,” he continued. “I mean, she has 
her own car and apartment. When I was 
a kid, I had to work from an early age. 
Nothing was handed to me. I just don’t 
know if she appreciates how tough the 
world can be, and how good she has it.” 

I could tell this was an often-revisited 
discussion for the couple. All parents fret 
over the welfare of their children. It begins 
when they leave the womb and never 
ends. And having an only child magnifies 
the stakes, as does the troubling state of 
the modern world. Particularly of late. 

This is a couple that has obviously 
done so much right, I thought, as 


we reached the left turn that led to 
Appletree. They'd raised a bright, suc- 
cessful young woman, and still they sec- 
ond-guessed their parenting decisions. 
Maybe that’s not a fault, I considered, 
but part of what makes them such good 
parents. 

Tonight, in their ongoing Melanie 
discussion, it was Mom who took up 
the voice of reason. “You know what, 
honey?” she said. “No kids her age 
express appreciation to their parents. 
When you’re 20, you just don’t.” 

“I got to agree with your wife,” I of- 
fered, confident in my capacity as the 
Dr. Phil of the cabbie set. “I’m sure your 
daughter is totally grateful for the two 
of you and everything you’ve done for 
her. She just can’t articulate it at her 
stage of life. Give her a few years, and 
you’ll begin to hear it. And she’ll do 
great after she graduates, whether she 
takes some time off or not.” 

In the rearview mirror, I could see 
the man relax in his seat and chuckle. 
“So what you’re saying is, we have noth- 
ing to worry about?" 

“I’m not saying that," I said, chuck- 
ling along. “It just seems to me that 
you’re well on your way to placement 
in a top-flight nursing home. So keep up 
the good work.” ® 

All these stories are true, though names !S 
and locations may be altered to protect g 
privacy. § 

info 






WE DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH TO PUSH HER OR 

LET HER FIGURE THINGS OUT ON HER OWN. 





C harlie Brown remembers the first time he 
stepped into the Blue Tooth, a tavern on the 
Sugarbush Access Road in Warren. It was 53 
years ago, and he was a 28-year-old from Philadelphia 
up for a ski weekend. 

“The band was playing, there was a fire in the fire- 
place, huge icicles hanging from the roof all the way 
down to the ground, and I just went, “Whew, I am in 
love,” Brown recalled with a hearty chuckle. 

Within six years, he owned a piece of the rock-and- 
roll joint and was a full-time Mad River Valley resident. 

Brown’s story is one that played out similarly for 
hundreds of other young, college-educated people who 
moved to Vermont in the 1960s and ’70s to become “ski 
bums.” Simply defined, those are individuals who move 
to a ski town, get a job that provides a ski pass as com- 
pensation, and then ski all winter — when they’re not 
working or partying. 

“An educated, potentially productive member of so- 
ciety," clarified Carl Lobel, who was a public defender 
in New Jersey before he moved to the Mad River Valley 

Win Smith, who left a plum job at Merrill Lynch to 
run the Sugarbush Resort in Warren, said the stereo- 
typical ski bum has a “Peter Pan complex” — that is, he 
or she actively resists growing old. 

As a sociological phenomenon, though, the group 
is generally overlooked and undercounted, because 
of another influx of transplants during the same time 
period. An estimated 40,000 back-to-the-landers and 
hippies flocked to Vermont during the free-love era, 
increasing the state’s population by 15 percent. Last 
fall, the Vermont Historical Society curated an exhibit 
that documented the movement and how it changed 
the state. 

Lobel, who still lives in Warren, found the exhibit 
lacking because it failed to recognize the contributions 
of his fellow snow bros — mostly white males from 
affluent families. “The ski bums that I knew were not 
motivated by idealism” like the hippies were, he ac- 
knowledged. “They just wanted to have a good time.” 

But the winter-sports lovers did shape Vermont’s 
economy, politics and culture, he argued. The pejora- 
tive term “ski bum” belies the entrepreneurial drive 
of these individuals, many of whom stayed and made 
Vermont what it is today. 

Is there a way to quantify their impact? 


The modern ski industry is a major economic driver 
in Vermont It brings an estimated $700 million into 
local economies and provides 12,000 jobs at ski areas, 
and another 22,000 indirect jobs to the surrounding 
communities, according to Parker Riehle, president of 
the Vermont Ski Areas Association. 

Local legend has it that Tom Watson Jr., IBM's 
visionary president, opened the company's Essex 
Junction campus in 1957 to be closer to Stowe, where 
he owned a ski place. Walt Levering, a ski bum who 
came to Vermont in 1960, believes the rumor is true. 
Levering crewed on one of Watson’s boats out of their 
shared hometown of Greenwich, Conn. 





One winter, while Levering was work- 
ing ski patrol at Stowe, he found himself 
on the ski lift with Watson. In the 
time it took to get to the top of the 
mountain, Watson had recruited 
Levering to work at the ski 
resort next door. Watson bought 
Smugglers’ Notch in 1963. 

“I just came up on a long 
ski weekend and never left," 
Levering, now 80, recounted. “I 
said, ‘This is where I want to be.’ 
And I said, Bow do I get a job?’" 
Levering bounced around from one 
opportunity to another — mosdy in public relations and 
real estate — before opening South Burlington’s Econo 
Lodge and Windjammer Restaurant in the 1970s. He sold 
his business about 10 years ago but still lives in the area 
and skis at Stowe. His current wife, Carolyn, was formerly 
married to the late Peter Ruschp — son of Austrian-born 
U.S. ski legend Sepp Ruschp, one of the resort’s pioneers. 

Neither Levering’s nor anyone else’s ski-bum sto- 
ries have been collected for posterity. Amanda Gustin, 


You would go to parties 
and rub elbows with 
farmers, tycoons, the 
owner of the ski area 
and famous people. 


who curated the VHS exhibit, said the historical soci- 
ety hasn't examined the group. 

Ditto the Vermont Ski and Snowboard Museum. 
The Stowe-based organization has hundreds of photos, 
artifacts and items from the era but hasn’t held a ski 
bum-specific exhibit exploring the movement 

A rare ski-bum reference appears in a forthcoming 
book by Gary Shattuck about the history of drug use 
and addiction in Vermont. Not surprisingly, it isn’t flat- 
tering. In Green Mountain Opium Eaters: A History of 
Early Addiction in Vermont, Shattuck notes a spike in 
“drug complaints" between 1967 and 1968. One expla- 
nation, in a statement from Vermont State Police Lt. 
Robert Iverson, was “the fact that Vermont now sup- 
ports a large number of shiftless ski bums” and they, 
in turn, were corrupting Vermont’s youth. He went on, 
“Many of them are characterized by their unshaven 
faces, filthy clothes and generally unkempt nature.” 

For this article. Seven Days focused on a collection 
of still-colorful characters in the Mad River Valley. 
There, three ski resorts — Mad River Glen, Sugarbush 
and Glen Ellen — operated within a few miles of each 
other during the ski-bum surge. That’s not to say areas 
such as Killington, Stowe, Okemo, Burke and Jay Peak 
don’t have their own unique histories; they do. But re- 
counting them all would fill a book. 

The era lives on in those who continue to embrace 
it. At 90, Henri Borel still skis at Sugarbush. The fine- 
dining restaurant he opened in 1964, Chez Henri, 


helped put Vermont on the culi- 
nary map, along with the valley’s the 
Common Man, Sam Rupert’s, the Phoenix and Tucker 
Hill Lodge. 

On a recent Thursday morning, as light snow fell 
on Lincoln Peak, 79-year-old Al Hobart was one of 20 
people who showed up to participate in the Sugarbush 
Racing Club's weekly timed “ski-bum” slalom compe- 
tition. With wide, graceful turns, he kept up with the 
best of them. 

Hobart is a legend in his own right. During a ride up 
the chairlift, he recounted how he moved to the valley in 
1963 after gettingabusiness degree at Dartmouth College. 
Taking note of how many local kids left the area to attend 
Burke Mountain Academy, in 1973 Hobart founded what 
became Waitsfield’s Green Mountain Valley School. To 
this day, GMVS chums out Olympic champion skiers. 
In 2008, the Vermont Ski and Snowboard Museum in- 
ducted Hobart into its Hall of Fame. 

John Egan, another skiing great, also calls 
Sugarbush home. He moved to the area as a ski bum in 
the 1970s before being noticed by Warren Miller, who 
featured the daredevil in several of his films. Egan still 
offers private adventures on the mountain and will be 
inducted into the U.S. Ski & Snowboard Hall of Fame 
later this year. 

“Back in the day, the valley was a regular mixing 
bowl,” said Cindy Carr, who moved to the area in 1969 
and now owns one of its most successful real estate 
agencies. “You would go to parties and rub elbows with 
farmers, tycoons, the owner of the ski area and famous 
people. Social lines were blurred, and people loved it 
Things are more stratified now ... but the same spirit 
still runs through it.” 

Vermont’s golden age of ski bumming is arguably 
over. People still do it — just not in the same numbers. 
Smith, who bought Sugarbush in 2001, surmised that 
the economics no longer work. College kids leave 
school with too much debt to be able to work for just a 
ski pass or the type of wages offered for a job running 
the lifts. Himself a middle-aged ski bum of sorts, Smith 
said he has trouble filling all available job openings 
each season. Using J-l visas, this year he hired nearly 
20 young adults mostly from Peru, who work in food 
and beverage and housekeeping at the resort. 

“They have an interest in learning to ski and snow- 
board but don't have much experience," Smith said. 
“Maybe they’ll be the next generation of sld bums.” 

Like Smith, Brown of Blue Tooth fame turned his 
back on the corporate world to spend more time on the 
slopes. In the fall of 1964, a few months after his first 
visit to the Mad River Valley, he was up for a job as vice 
president of computer operations for Revlon. During 
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the final interview, on the 35th floor of 
a Manhattan skyscraper, he got a tough 
question. 

“What are you going to be thinking 
about when the snow starts falling in 
December?” said Brown, paraphrasing 
the insightful interviewer, who knew he 
was a skier. “And I went, Oh shit,” Brown 
said with a deep, throaty laugh. “So I 
looked at him, I looked out the window, 
I looked at him, I looked out the window, 
and said, 'Thank you very much,' and 
walked out the door. And that was the 
best decision I’ve ever made in my life." 

Here are several skiers who were lured 
by the Green Mountains — and never left. 

The College 


group of 35 to 40 young people who had 
also moved to the valley to give ski bum- 
ming a shot 

“It was a total privilege to be a part of 
that rat pack, to have that exhilaration 
in life that you never want to lose,” said 
Peggy. “Whether it was corn-snow days in 
March or shooting tequila between runs 
— that’s what we did. No one had to be at 


VERMONT 


full of shit” award. “There 
was no station in life that 
was too high or too low to 
be included,” said Peggy, 
who helped produce the 
show. “It was across the 
board — everybody.” 

The Potters and Brown 
were avid photographers 
and, along with pal Irving 
“Rush” Rushworth, they 
eventually started Dream 
On Productions. They’d set 
photo slide shows to music and 
travel throughout New England, and 
sometimes beyond, putting on their 
show in nightclubs. 

The company eventually got into the 
public relations business, running cam- 
paigns for Sugarbush and R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco, which sponsored speed-skiing 



Peggy and Sparky Potter were four years 
apart at St Lawrence University when 
a common destination — the Mad River 
Valley — brought them together. Sparky, 
a senior, had the wheels. 

“It’s a three-and-a-half-hour drive, 
so you get to know people pretty well,” 
he said with a mischievous smile during 
an interview at the Waitsfield offices of 
Wood & Wood, the sign-making opera- 
tion he started 45 years ago. 

Peggy had grown up skiing in the 
valley, and she had a boyfriend at the 
University of Vermont — until she 
took that road trip with her future 
husband. 

But the area was new t 
Sparky. He was headed there 
to ski because his college 
ffat had rented a house 
in Warren from architect 
David Sellers — “a plywood 
vertical building with 16 
bedrooms that moved in 
the wind,” as Sparky recalled 

After graduation and a short 
stint in Aspen, Sparky landed a job on 
the Sugarbush Ski Patrol and made the 
valley his home. 

“I think there were a lot of people 
who had a desire to get out of the cities,” 
he said. “Everybody had seen enough of 
Warren Miller’s movies by then to kind 
of get that there was another lifestyle 
out there.” 

After some “vagabonding,” Peggy 
followed him, and in 1974 the couple 
married and began building the funky 
Fayston home where they still live. 

Peggy started working in restaurants, 
including the popular Sam Rupert’s 
Restaurant, while Sparky ski patrolled 
and started his wood-carving business. 
The couple palled around with a core 




work until 4:30 or 5, 
so there was plenty of 
time to recover from 
whatever you’d done 
during the day.” 
Sparky’s woodwork 
eventually began to get 
noticed. One of his first clients 
was Sugarbush — he’d become friendly 
with owners Damon Gadd and Jack 
Murphy, who hired his company to 
create its signs. 

“A lot of the people I’d meet on the 
chairlifts would come back and become 
clients,” Sparky said. “People I skied 
with. You do a few runs together and, 
the next thing you know, you have a 
pretty solid connection for life.” 

Around the same time, the Potters 
teamed up with Charlie Brown, who 
hired them to help him put on his 
“Academy Awards” show at the Blue 
Tooth, where patrons would dress up 
and come to see who would win “bar- 
tender of the year” or the coveted “shoe 



events; and they signed on to shoot the 
1980 Winter Olympics in Lake Placid, N.Y. 

After the Games, the Potters, Brown 
and Rushworth presented their multi- 
media slide show at the Waldorf Astoria 
hotel in New York City during a celebra- 
tion for the gold medal-winning men’s 
U.S. hockey team. 

The group also worked for Norwegian 
America Cruise Line and Princess 
Hotels, business opportunities that paid 
them to travel. 

Eventually, Brown started his own 
business while the Potters let Dream 
On fade away. Peggy got into decorating 
wooden bowls, while Sparky’s sign busi- 
ness took off. 

He’s made signs for ski resorts across 
the country, including most of the major 
ski areas in Vermont. Sparky also counts 
Ben & Jerry’s, Vermont Teddy Bear and 
several universities among his clients. 

“It’s all one big petri dish that just 
blossomed into so many things,” Peggy 
said of the era in which the couple came 
of age. That includes their three kids. 
The middle one is rock star Grace Potter. 

The Chronicler 

Years before the New York Post created 
its gossipy Page Six, the Mad River 
Valley had a scandal sheet of its own. 

Felix von Moschzisker came to 
Warren to ski but spent much of his time 
compiling material for the Scene Scene, 
his weekly, single-page newsletter. He 
sold advertisements along the outer 
edges, while the text, which featured the 
gossip and local miscellany of the week, 
read like a string of headline haikus: 

“Arthur Williams got hit by a truck 
tire. Jimmy Boyce sat in Bilbo’s and 
grumbled to himself. Dave Sellers got a 
brand new red arctic parka.” 

The newsletter was von 
Moschzisker’s own form of social media, 
decades before Facebook. 

It was a 1970 wedding in East Warren, 
on a hill overlooking Lincoln Peak, that 
convinced him to leave a New York City 
job at LIFE magazine. 

“We arrived in the darkness, and, in 
the morning, there was this view. It was 





stunning,” von Moschzisker recalled. 
‘1 came up here and saw another way 
of living.” 

His marriage later fell apart, and he 
ended up living with friends on Prickly 
Mountain. That had become an enclave 
for architects, including Sellers, who 
built wacky homes. And that's where 
von Moschzisker started his seasonal 
newspaper. 

At first the advertising in the Scene 
Scene didn’t bring in much money, so 
von Moschzisker slummed it. He’d rent 
a room in a friend’s home or house-sit 
During one desperate winter — his 
second in town — he lived in an unin- 
sulated shed with a woodstove. 

“All I knew was, I wanted to stay up 
here and live in this environment, but I 
didn't know if I would be able to con- 
tinue to do it," von Moschzisker said. 

To collect material for his newslet- 
ter, he drove around the valley in a 
rainbow-striped Volkswagen Beetle. 
He’d write about someone getting a 
haircut, or someone spotted throwing 
back beers in the bar, or yet another 
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who’d just picked up some pot He even 
included some short fiction stories. 

“Felix was a minstrel for us all, the 
chronicler of truth — and fantasy — and 
everybody loved it," said Peggy Potter. 
‘It was just what everybody dreamed it 
was, whether it happened or not.” 

The Scene Scene became wildly 
popular, and it became easier for von 
Moschzisker to sell advertising. Each 
Friday, hed pick up 1,000 printed 
copies. Then hed pop in to hang- 
outs including the Blue Tooth, 
the ski lodges and restaurants 
to distribute them. People 
would rush over to see if theyd 
made it into that week’s edi- 
tion, Potter recalled. 

Von Moschzisker gave up 
the gossip sheet in 1977, by which 
time he’d found another way to 
make money. He first published a 
guidebook called the Book of Things to 
Do, Places to See, and Other Stuff in the 
Mad River Valley. Von Moschzisker also 
created “the map" — that is, a hand- 
drawn map of the valley, surrounded 
with advertising. It was like something 
you'd see on a diner placemat. 

With a loan from the Farmers Home 
Administration, von Moschzisker was 
able to buy a small but sturdy house in 
East Warren. Dozens of valley denizens 
availed themselves of that popular 
home-buying program, even as real 

Von Moschzisker, who later became a 
sculptor and also published the valley’s 
phone book, recently moved out of his 
FHA home. He inherited enough money 
to build another one, not far from where 
he attended that East Warren wedding 
nearly 50 years ago. 

The view is incredible. 

“That’s the whole badge of the valley: 
We’re a bunch of people who are not 
happy living anywhere else, didn't fit 
in other places," he said. “And this is a 
misfit place." 


The Dedicated Chef 


When he moved to the valley, George 
Schenk vowed he’d stay just one winter. 
He'd recently ended a relationship and 
thought the Vermont woods would help 
clear his head. So, in the fall of 1979, 
he packed up his pickup truck and left 
Syracuse, N.Y., behind. 

‘It was the classic situation where I 
found myself asking, ‘What do I want 
to do?” said Schenk. “I kept getting the 
answer ‘Vermont,’ which was weird, 
because I was asking a what question 
and kept getting a where answer. Finally, 


in, his wife managed the wait list. The 
delay gives diners a chance to appreciate 
the rustic decor, which includes Schenk's 
Bread and Puppet Theater-style written 
tablets that are postered on the walls. The 
writings come from Schenk's “dedica- 
tions,” page-long thoughts, happenings or 
even philosophical passages that he jots 
down and adds to the menu each week. 
Schenk has begun compiling 30 years’ 
worth — about 1,500 — of these dedica- 

A fire roared in the enormous cooking 
hearth as families munched on pizzas fea- 
turing local meats and vegetables. 

“Part of the phenomenon of the entre- 
preneurial nature of the people who live 
here is the phenomenon of necessity,” 
Schenk said. “You’ve got to make up your 
own job, and that’s a powerful force that 
in some ways makes it hard to settle in a 
place like this. But it creates a lot of in- 
teresting opportunities. I felt like I had a 
lot of interesting opportunities to explore 
who I might be and how I might be and 
what I might da” 


1 decided to go with the answer 1 was 
getting.” 

Unencumbered, Schenk fully em- 
braced the ski-bum lifestyle. He stayed 
up late and slept in late. He lived for fun. 
The snow and the economy that winter 
were suboptimal,but Schenk landed a job 
taking photos at Sugarbush. 

“It was based 100 percent on commis- 
sion,” he said. “I was making 30 bucks a 
week and starving." 

He'd sld and shoot photos 
during the day, and he 
eventually picked up 
an evening dish- 


He got more serious about cooking 
and eventually left the ski-mountain work 
behind. Schenk wound up at the Tucker 
Hill Lodge, where he learned new tech- 
niques and embraced the nascent farm- 
to-table movement 

“My mother said, “When are you going 
to use your biology degree?' I said, “Food is 
biological. I am using my degree!"’ Schenk 
recalled. 

He cooked his first pizza, which he 
called a “flatbread,” in a stone oven in 
1985. By 1987, he’d opened American 
Flatbread in Waitsfield. He later licensed 


washing gig to pay the bills. 

“I thought maybe I’d get a meal 
or maybe get a beer and maybe meet 
women," he recalled. “All of those things 
turned out true." 

By that spring, Schenk met George 
Chapel — the woman who’d end up as his 
wife — while working at Sam Rupert’s. To 
this day, friends still refer to the couple as 
“boy George” and “girl George.” 

“George is calm, while his wife is just 
a pistol of personality,” said Peggy Potter, 
who hired the female George to help her 
run a wooden bowl decorating business. 

Schenk also discovered that he liked 
cooking and might even have a knack for 
it. Back then, many area restaurants shut 
down for the summer, but Schenk’s boss 
offered to make him appetizer cook in the 
fall. 

That summer, Schenk lived with two 
ski bums. Hestarteda garden and decided 
to raise a pig. All went well until the re- 
frigerator broke in October. The landlord 
refused to fix it, and the boys didn't have 
the cash to make the repair. One room- 
mate bought $20 worth of groceries and 
left them out on the back stoop to keep 

“Sure enough, my pig got into it,” 
Schenk said, laughing at the memory. 


The Innkeeper 


Michael Cunningham never wanted to be 
a ski bum — he wanted to own an entire 




the name, and more 
than a dozen flatbread 
franchises have since 
popped up around the 
country. A Boston-area 
one is scheduled to open 
this fall, Schenk said. 

He and his wife still own and 
run the original, located on a farm first 
settled in the 1790s. Schenk recently re- 
stored the bam, which is used as a gallery 
and event space. As of last month, their 
Lareau Farm property is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Schenk gave Seven Days a tour of the 
Waitsfield restaurant on a recent winter 
evening. As tourists and locals streamed 


He and his wife had grown tired of 
New Jersey, where Cunningham worked 
a less-than-satisfying 9-to-5 office job. 
In the late 1960s, they drove up to Barre, 
where they’d seen a ski area listed for sale 
in the New York Times. The place was too 
expensive. 

Dispirited, the Cunninghams went to 
a Marshfield campground for the night 
They got to talking about their failed busi- 
ness pursuit with the owners, an elderly 
couple who mentioned that they owned 
an inn in Waitsfield. 

“They said, Well, it’s not a ski 
area, but what about owning 
a ski lodge?'” Cunningham 
recalled. “And we said, OK, 
we’d go take a look.” 

He and his then- 
wife, Elaine, bought the 
Bagatelle in 1969. 

The structure, built 
circa 1825, had been 
modified to sleep some 
103 overnight guests. There 
were private and semiprivate 
rooms, but up to 60 could crash — with 
their own sleeping bags — on pads 
in a large communal sleeping space. 
The Cunninghams lived on-site, and 
Michael had a day job as a ski instructor 
at Glen Ellen. 

Not surprisingly, the inn’s “bag space” 
proved the biggest draw, where $3 a night 
bought you breakfast and a roof over your 



Norraandeau was serving peaches 
flambe when she dropped the entire 
tray on him. The brandy ignited with 
a whoosh, and Reutzler's brand-new 
suede coat went up in flames. 

She pounded out the fire before flee- 
ing the room — and laughed so hard, 
she started crying, Normandeau said. 
When she composed herself enough to 
return to the table, the diners all sym- 
pathized, assuming her tears were from 
embarrassment 

Another fit of laughter emerged, and 
“I had to fly away,” she recalled. “I wet 
my pants — it was awful. And they left 
me a huge tip!” 

Although young people were all 
around her, Normandeau said she was 
lonely at first. Every Sunday night, after 
the bars closed, there’d be a party, and 
finally someone — she thinks it was 
Charlie Brown — invited her to attend. 

Once there, she got a weird vibe. 
People were talking in small groups 
and looking at her suspiciously. She 
soon found out why: The pot smokers 
in the crowd were worried the new 
girl was a narc. Normandeau quickly 
assured them that she would happily 
partake. 

“We all smoked a joint, and Charlie 
said, ‘Deep down, you're a really good 
broad,’” she said. 

The “Deep Down” moniker stuck. 
“I don’t think anybody actually knew 
my name for years” said Normandeau, 
now 69. She had a southern accent 
then, the result of growing 
up in Virginia. Though it’s 
faded away, her nickname 
persists. 

After that night, 
Normandeau was one 
of the gang. She’d work 
weekends at Sugarbush’s 
Wunderbar — where she 
was forced to wear a dirndl 
uniform — and at the Alpen 
Inn. During the week, the ski 
bums would hit the slopes in “rat 
packs” — groups of four to 20 people 
who would bomb down the mountain. 
Deep Down, who had never previously 
ventured north of the Mason-Dixon 
Line, learned to ski to keep up with her 

Normandeau worked at numerous 
local bars and restaurants and claims to 
have been the first female bartender in 
the valley. For a long stretch, she worked 
for Brown at the Blue Tooth, where the 
10-cent “dimey” beers, served daily from 
5 to 6 p.m., made for some wild evenings. 
The bar hosted what Brown claims was 
New England’s first-ever wet T-shirt 
contest — and its legendary “Academy 
Awards” shows. 


head. There were no cooking facilities for 
guests, but the Cunninghams sometimes 
provided a first-come, first-served dinner 
for 20. 

Each season, they’d hire at least two 
ski bums to help out In exchange for their 
labor, the workers earned a ski season 
pass and lodging above the bathrooms in 
what Cunningham nicknamed “the rat’s 
nest" — an attic crawl space with just one 
window. 

But the deal worked out for both boss 
and employees. 

“They could do whatever they wanted 
after they finished cleaning,” Cunningham 
remembered. “Usually by 11 they were 
done, and I didn’t have to see them until 
the next morning. They became part of 
your family. It was very enjoyable." 

The place was packed around 
Christmas and New Year’s, and then 
again around Presidents’ Day in February. 


The valley itself has changed signifi- 
cantly over the decades — “death, taxes 
and change, and change is No. 1” — said 
the 73-year-old Cunningham. But he 
noted that the core group of original ski 
bums has stayed pretty much the same. 

“We’ve just gotten older,” he said. 
“Older — not old.” 

The Southern Belle 

Nancy Normandeau was waiting tables 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., when she made 
a life-changing decision on a whim. 

She doesn’t remember the exact year, 
just that “These two people used to talk 
about skiing, and it sounded so remark- 
able that one day I said, ‘That's it, I’m 
moving to Vermont!’ and that’s where 
I ended up,” Normandeau said. “I actu- 
ally would have gone to Colorado, but I 
had very little money and barely made it 


Cunningham recalled one Christmas 
when the Bagatelle ran through its 1,000- 
gallon holding tank of water. The Warren 
Volunteer Fire Department had to bring a 
tanker truck to refill it. 

Another year, an overnight guest who’d 
gotten wasted at Gallagher's Bar & Grill in 
Waitsfield strolled into the Cunningham's 
apartment and hopped into bed with the 
couple. 

“I said, ‘Who the hell are you? He had 
no idea where he was!” Cunningham said. 
“I dragged him upstairs and stood him 
in the shower with all his clothes on and 
turned on the cold water. It’s amazing 
how well that works!" 

The Cunninghams sold the Bagatelle 
in 1977 and later divorced. Michael moved 
to Granville, just south of Warren, in the 
late 1980s and has held multiple jobs over 
the years: He served as Granville town 
clerk, worked as a project manager in both 
Warren and Waitsfield, and was the New 
England sales rep for Mad River Canoe. 


Normandeau 
didn’t know a soul in 
the valley but found 
a room and started job 
hunting. She lived on bread 
and peanut butter. 

The first night in her new place, a 
stray cat ate half a loaf of her bread. 

“It then had the balls to live with me 
for about six months!” Normandeau re- 
called. “My first friend was the cat who 
ate my bread.” 

Normandeau's bubbly, infectious 
laugh and smiling face suggest she's an 
optimist After those first few weeks in 
Vermont, her positivity and persever- 
ance paid off: She landed a waitress job 
at the Alpen Inn. 

She wasn’t a natural. A few weeks in, 
she set a guy on fire. And not just any 
guy: It was Paul Reutzler, a Sugarbush 
pioneer who was one of the original in- 
structors at the ski school there. 


In the summers, the crew would 
hike, play softball and volleyball, and go 
skinny-dippingin the river, Normandeau 
said. “We had these great secret spots, 
until this one guy, who was a flasher, 
found our one really good spot,” she said. 
“Then we couldn’t go anymore.” 

Normandeau eventually grew up 
and started her own business. She had 
a short-lived plant-care company and, 
in the 1980s, opened the valley's first 
aerobics studio, named the Body Shop. 
People would call asking if the place 
fixed cars, Normandeau said. “I have a 
problem with names,” she added with 

Normandeau also married and 
started a family. Her 25-year-old daugh- 
ter now lives in Jackson Hole, Wyo. 

“After four years of St Lawrence 
and graduating magna cum laude with 
honors in two subjects, she's a ski bum," 
said her mom. “As long as she’s happy, I 
don’t care what she does.” 

Like daughter, like mother. “I’ve 
always maintained: I came here as a 
young woman, and I’m going out in a 
box," Normandeau said. “I left a couple 
of times, but I always came back. I think 
this is where I was meant to be." 

The Restaurateur 

British-born Mike Ware might not have 
made it into President Donald Trump’s 
America. But the U.S. was a different 
place in 1959, when a visitor’s visa was 
good from any country and a green card 
for an English citizen could be obtained 
in a couple of weeks. 

Ware, now 78, stopped off in New 
York on his way to Australia — and never 
made it Down Under. He spent several 
weeks in Manhattan before hearing 
about an opportunity to the north, in the 
Mad River Valley. 

A friend told Ware of a job op- 
portunity “in Sugarbush, and I said, 
‘Where's that?’ And he said, ‘Vermont.’ 
And I said, ‘Where’s that?”' recalled 
the restaurateur, who still retains his 
English accent. “I didn't know you 
had any skiing over here except out 
west. That’s how I found myself on a 
Greyhound bus. I arrived in the first 
week of January 1960 and started wait- 
ing tables at Orsini’s.” 

Two-year-old Sugarbush at the time 
was known as Mascara Mountain, a nod 
to its fashionable celebrity clientele. 
Resort owner Damon Gadd recruited 
Armando Orsini, who ran a popular 
Manhattan eatery on West 56th Street, 
to open the restaurant in a retrofitted 
old barn. It quickly became the glitte- 
rati hangout. 
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“If you wanted to get a good meal in 
the middle of Vermont, you went to ski 
resorts. It was one of the first places 
to get good restaurants,” Ware said. 
“People would drive 30 to 45 minutes for 
dinner. Now they don’t need to, there are 
so many good restaurants; it’s changed 
completely.” 

Indeed. No Vermont fine-dining 
restaurant today would host an annual 
Waiter’s Slalom race, in which restaurant 
staff donned clunky ski boots and car- 
ried a glass of water and a bottle on a tray 
though an obstacle course of bamboo 
poles. The Common Man did. “People 
would hang from the rafters to watch," 
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“It was synonymous with the image 
Sugarbush had back then — glamour," 
Ware said. 

In the early days, designer Oleg 
Cassini was known to visit, as was model 
Cindy Hollingsworth and Ted Kennedy 
— then not yet a Massachusetts senator. 

“I taught him how to do the twist," 
Ware said matter-of-fectly. 

Ware would return to New York 
City in the summer to work restaurant 
jobs but came back each fell for the 
four-month season at Orsini’s, where he 
worked his way up to manager. The place 
was packed during the high season. 

“It was a restaurant and a disco, before 
they even invented the word ‘disco,’” 
Ware said. “People would 

dinner and not leave 
so they could stay 
and dance. It was 
pretty crazy. We 
had some wild 

When he 
wasn’t working, 

Ware was skiing 
and partying — every 
day. There’s photographic 
evidence of him riding a horse into the 
Alpen Inn late one night in 1962. And al- 
though it sounds like a drug-induced hal- 
lucination, he also has a vivid memory 
of horseback jousting with New York 
restaurateur Vince Sardi outside the 
Warren Store after the town’s famous 
Fourth of July parade. 

“There was a lot of dancing and 
drinking, a lot of fun,” Ware said. “I don’t 
remember drugs, at least with the group 
I was with. We skied every day, and it 
seemed to me we never bothered too 
much about the cold. We didn’t wear 
helmets or hats; we wore headbands. We 
thought it was so cool — it's unbelievable!" 

As pasta dishes became popular 
in the late 1960s, Orsini changed the 
restaurant’s name to La Pasta. By 1970, 
Ware and a friend bought the place. Two 
years later, they changed the menu and 
the restaurant's name again — to the 
Common Man. Ware served veal, steak, 
chicken, pasta and a fresh fish of the 
day. The dishes were Italian or Spanish, 
French or German. 

A friend came up with the slogan, 
“Like dining in Europe without leaving 
Vermont,” and “it stuck beautifully," 
Ware recalled. 

The Common Man quickly earned a 
reputation as one of the best restaurants 
in the state, along with Chez Henri, 
Sam Rupert’s, the Phoenix and Tucker 
Hill Lodge. 


Ware said, noting that the event got so 
big, he eventually had to move it outside. 

Business boomed in the 1980s, but, 
in 1987, Ware lost the barn to a fire. 
Determined to reopen a place with a 
similar feel, he found the perfect re- 
placement bam in Moretown. He had it 
moved piece by piece and reassembled it 
on the site of the old restaurant. When it 
was complete, few could even tell it was 
a different building, he said. 

Finally, after hosting countless 
celebrations including weddings and 
what he believes was the valley's first 
civil-union ceremony, Ware sold the 
restaurant in 2004 and retired. That's al- 
lowed him to ski more and take up other 
pursuits, including gardening, fishing 
and volunteering. 

“I’ll tell you, there’s not enough time 
in the day," Ware said. 

The Craftsman 

The valley was plan B for Jim Henry and 
his then-wife Kay, both scientists. When 
their jobs at Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institute fell through unexpectedly, the 
couple decided to spend the winter of 
1969 at the Glen Ellen ski area, where 
Kay’s parents owned a house. Henry 
taught children to ski on the Mad River 
Glen bunny hill while Kay worked at the 
Troll Shop, a ski store in town. 

Jim was piloting their 
Volkswagen van home along 
German Flats Road on a 
snowy spring night when 
the couple saw a horse in 
the middle of the road. 

“That’s odd,” he re- 
marked to Kay, who was 
riding shotgun. 

Instead of running away 
as their vehicle approached i 
the horse charged. Its knee 
through the window, striking Kay in 
the face, while its head collapsed the 
roof. While the horse got away, the blow 
had broken Kay's jaw. The couple got a 
ride to the hospital in Burlington, where 
she spent days recuperating. Their van 
was badly damaged, and the Henrys 
found themselves stuck in Waitsfield. 

“We came for the skiing but stayed 
because a horse jumped into our car,” 
Jim Henry recalled with a laugh. 

Now 76, he never considered himself 
to be a true ski bum. But, along with his 
teaching gig, Henry would take racing 
photos each weekend at Glen Ellen for 
the ski area’s owner, Walt Elliott. Henry 
would run home and develop some 160 
photos each weekend in a downstairs 
bathroom-cum-darkroom. 

“If Walt could read the racer’s bib 
number and ‘Glen Ellen,’ I’d get a buck. 


Then he’d send them to the newspa- 
pers," Henry recalled. “It would say 
‘Glen Ellen,’ so it was free advertising. 
All it cost Walt was a buck and a stamp 
to mail it. So, that’s how we learned 
marketing.” 

The couple had purchased land to 
build a ski house, but they eventually 
decided to make it their full-time resi- 
dence. Henry and his wife let ski patrol- 
lers from nearby mountains live with 
them in exchange for doing work on the 

At around this time, Henry, a national 
champion white-water canoeist, began 
building his own boats. He used the mar- 
keting experience he had learned from 
Elliott to build his brand. Mad River 
Canoe, into an international enterprise. 
At its peak, he and Kay employed some 
80 people out of their Waitsfield head- 
quarters. In 1987, the couple divorced 
and Henry sold his share to Kay. 

He went on to start another wildly 
successful business buildingbird decoys. 
Henry dubbed the enterprise Mad River 



Decoy and sold the 
facsimile animals to 
conservationists, who 
used them to help move 
ir preserve a species. 
Henry has since given the 
business to the Audubon Society, 
which has used his decoys to success- 
fully restore colonial seabirds. 

Henry, who still lives in Waitsfield 
next to his original workshop, trade- 
marked his name and gets royalties from 
sales of canoes built usinghis original de- 
signs. After having both knees replaced, 
he’s no longer downhill skiing. But he’s 
plenty busy. He still builds beautiful 
handmade canoes in the shop, a simple 
two-story structure in the woods. 

On a recent Thursday, Henry was 
hard at work creating a bird decoy mold. 
He’s filming the process so Audubon 
Society employees can start doing the 
work themselves. 

He said with a chuckle, “I keep retir- 
ing, and it doesn’t work.” © 

Contact: sasha @sevendaysvt.com 
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Second 

Coming 


With new ownership, Greensboro’s 
Highland Lodge is reborn 

STORY AND PHOTO BY JULIA SHIPLEY 


O n a recent Saturday morn- 
ing, Jose Fernandez of Essex 
scrapped his work plans, tell- 
ing his wife, Astrid, “It’s too 
beautiful. We have to ski.” So the couple 
hopped in the car with friends George 
and Sandy Keener of Westford and 
headed 60 miles east to the Highland 
Lodge. There they would enjoy what 
George calls “the most spectacular 
cross-country skiing in Vermont” 

A Seven Days reporter encountered 
both couples just after their four-hour 
ski on the lodge’s groomed trails. It was 
the fourth trip to the iconic Greensboro 
inn and touring center for Jose and 
Astrid, while the Keeners said they’ve 
been skiing there for 20 years. “The 
trails are a beautiful mix of rolling hills 
and woods, and you hardly ever run into 
any people,” George enthused. 

The lodge's vintage look was also part 
of the draw. “It’s a throwback,” George 
said approvingly of the 10 -room inn with 
its 10 small cottages. “It’s as if you’ve en- 
tered the ’50s.” 

For more than half a century, the 
historic Highland Lodge was owned and 
operated by the Smith family. But in 2011, 
David and Wilhelmina Smith stopped ad- 
vertising the inn and closed its restaurant. 
Although the pair continued to rent rooms 
and host skiers on their trails — groomed 
by the nearby Craftsbury Outdoor Center 


— locals and longtime guests worried that 
the end of an era was at hand. 

In fact, they were witnessingthe dawn 
of a new one. On December 10, 2016, a 
group of seven investors purchased the 
lodge. According to Peter Milliken, one 
of the new owners — most of them from 
the Norwich-Thetford area — they want 
to preserve the inn’s unfussy charm and 
nature-based amenities while capital- 
izing on the area’s growing arts and food 
attractions. 

The family-friendly lodge started its 
history as a farmhouse, then became a 
boarding house. In 1926, a developer 
bought it and planned to turn the site into 
a cottage colony. When the stock market 
crashed in 1929, however, so did those 
intentions. In 1954, the Smiths purchased 
the lodge; over the following six decades, 
they cultivated a loyal summer clientele. 

Guests returned year after year to 
enjoy the cottages and the two-story 
white-clapboard main house, which is 
encircled by a porch with a sweeping view 
of Caspian Lake. They swam and bor- 
rowed canoes from the boathouse on the 
lodge's private beach. They played tennis 
on the clay court They hiked hillside trails. 
On rainy days, they amused themselves 
with puzzles and paperbacks, or on the 
Steinway & Sons grand piano in the main 
house’s parlor. And, with their meals, they 
ate “ishkabibble” — a signature brownie 


sundae prepared in the lodge kitchen — on 
tables covered with red-and-white-check- 
ered tablecloths. 

When David and Wilhelmina Smith 
took over management of the lodge in the 
1970s, they turned it into a year-round 
destination by adding some 35 kilometers 
of cross-country ski trails. But in 2010, as 
the couple neared retirement age and the 
lodge’s occupancy waned, they put up the 
136-acre property for sale. 

“I think we are just an old-fashioned 
place that is dying with the times," 
Wilhelmina Smith told WCAX-TV in 
2011 . 

Supporting her observation, the years 
between 2009 and 2011 saw other local 
inns close or scale back. The nearby 
Lakeview Inn ceased serving meals and 
offered only basic accommodations. In 
Craftsbury, the Inn On the Common 
went up for sale, and the Craftsbury Inn 
& Restaurant was put up for auction. 

Ironically, it was the dearth of local 
accommodations — combined with the 
Kingdom’s robust winters — that led 
Peter and Ashley Milliken to discover 
and eventually purchase the Highland 
Lodge. A cofounder and partner of 
Tuckerman Capital in Hanover, N.H., 
Milliken visited the Northeast Kingdom 
with his wife in January 2015 when their 
daughter’s Nordic ski race was moved 
to the Craftsbury Outdoor Center. 


Scrambling to find a place to stay, the 
Millikens came across the lodge. 

The two were enchanted with both 
the lodge and the area, and when they re- 
turned the following summer for further 
exploration, they liked what they found. 
In a phone interview, Milliken said that 
this part of the Kingdom has “got a lot of 
positive momentum ... There's enough of 
a network to make this a destination.” 

He was referring to nearby attrac- 
tions such as Jasper Hill Farm, whose 
cheesemaking facility won a super 
gold at the 2015 World Championship 
Cheese Contest; and Hill Farmstead 
Brewery, named best brewery in the 
world by RateBeer in 2016. Milliken also 
noted local arts organizations such as 
Circus Smirkus and the Greensboro Arts 
Alliance & Residency, which presents the- 
ater, music and literary events all summer. 
Nearby organic form Pete’s Greens offers 
a warm-weather farmstand, while in the 
winter, the Highland Lodge benefits from 
the Craftsbury Outdoor Center’s trails 
and snowmaking capacity. 

In anticipation of a purchase, the 
Millikens formed a partnership with two 
other couples: Vermont Rep. Tim Briglin 
(D-Windsor-Orange 2), also a partner at 
Tuckerman Capital, and his wife, Laurel 
Mackin; and James Bandler, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist, and his 
wife, Rebecca Holcombe, the Vermont 





secretary of education. But the group 
hesitated to move forward, Milliken 
said, for lack of ‘‘someone who had the 
passion and inclination to devote to the 
day-to-day operations.’’ 

Then they found Heidi Lauren Duke, 
a singer and opera director based in 
Brooklyn. She’s now a partner, the CEO 
and event curator of Highland Lodge. 

In an interview by the lodge’s hearth 
over a plate of cookies and mugs of tea, 
Duke, 37, described starting her new job 
and discovering the beguiling differ- 
ences between mounting an opera and 
running an inn. 

Bom in Colorado and raised in the 
Chicago area, Duke has directed and per- 
formed at France's Opera Grand Avignon 
and Washington D.C.’s John F. Kennedy 
Center for the 
Performing Arts, 
among other posi- 

years, she said, 
her search for a 
permanent posi- 
tion in the arts had 
grown frustrating. 

She was taking a 
hospitality management seminar when 
her boyfriend, state Rep. Sam Young 
(D-Orleans-Caledonia-1), introduced her 
to Milliken and his associates. 

Now charged with the long-running 
production that is the Highland Lodge, 
Duke said, “I'm sure people are wonder- 
ing, Who is this girl from God-knows- 
where coming in and running our com- 
munity icon?" 

To answer that question, she’s up- 
dating traditions while adding her own 
touches. For example, Duke has revived 
the periodic Ski-In Lunch, which 
the Smiths instituted 25 years ago. 
Recently, when guests finished their 
cross-country loop, they sat down to 
lunch — complete with ishkabibble for 
dessert They also ordered drinks from 
the custom cocktail list at a new 12 -stool 
bar installed just off the dining room. 

In a phone interview from her 
home adjacent to the lodge property, 
Wilhelmina Smith said she recognized 
Duke's talents immediately and praised 
the new innkeeper. “Heidi Lauren’s a 
very good worker and very smart," she 
said. “She knows this is a stage. She 
knows how to put on a show.” 

Other locals have noted the changes 
at Highland Lodge, too. Mary Metcalf 
the head librarian at Greensboro Free 
Library, told Seven Days, “We went up 
there and had a glass of wine. There 
were a number of people; it was a very 
friendly atmosphere." 

Greensboro Land Trust chair Clive 
Gray said he was “delighted” with the 


lodge’s new ownership when he at- 
tended a Ski-In Lunch. 

Valdine Hall, Greensboro’s town clerk 
and treasurer, remembers working at the 
lodge as a chambermaid and kitchen staff 
in the 1970s and ’80s. “It’s good there’s 
new life coming in," she said. 

For all the local enthusiasm, operat- 
ing a business in a town with a winter 
population of 771 can be daunting. As 
Peter Milliken noted, “The Kingdom is 
a little off the beaten path — you have to 

Smith confirmed that conundrum. ‘We 
had to cater to all the people — summer 
and winter crowds are different," she 
said. ‘We did quilting things and knitting 
things, anything just to get people in the 

For his part, 
Milliken sees in the 
area a burgeoning 
cultural infra- 
structure that will 
lure more visitors. 
Judy Geer, co- 
owner of the four- 
season Craftsbury 
Outdoor Center, 
agrees with him. “There’s a nice critical 
mass of businesses and organizations in 
the Craftsbury-Greensboro area related 
to things like local food, sport and healthy 
lifestyles ... all of which seem to fit the 
area well,” she wrote in an email. “And 
if we all work together, we will do even 
better at attracting people to come enjoy 
what we have to offer.” 

Longtime guests and new ones 
will find that the lodge still feels like a 
“throwback,” even as Duke crafts her 
own interpretation of a classic. 

“I think the difference people [will] 
notice is the creative energy and en- 
thusiasm for new events and activities, 
much like [the] lodge was 20 years 
ago,” Duke mentioned. “In the next few 
weeks, we will have moonlit ski trips 
that meet back at the bar; a ballet class 
in the ski hut; a Mardi Gras party with 
catered barbecue [and] live music; and 
folks playing bridge and Ping Pong on a 
regular basis.” 

Duke noted, too, that dogs are now 
welcome in the cabins, and the lodge 
has added on-site massage therapy for 
the humans. “We are providing new 
amenities all the time and open to ar- 
ranging new ones,” she wrote. 

As the Highland Lodge enters a new 
era, it’s on with the show. © 

INFO 

Highland Lodge. 1608 Craftsbury Road. 
Greensboro. 322-4456. A new website is 
forthcoming, but reservations can be booked 
at highlandlodge.com. 
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Hidden Hospitality 

Before civil rights, "tourist homes" welcomed Vermont's African American visitors 


TEE 

NEGRO MOTORIST 

GREEN-BOOK 






I n 1957, Joyce Austin traveled from Montclair, N.J., 
to Burlington to visit her boyfriend, Leroy Williams 
Jr., the captain of the University of Vermont foot- 
ball team. But when she arrived at the Rest Haven 
t; Motel on Williston Road, she was told unambigu- 
j ously that the establishment did not “accept colored 
z people.” That incident made the Burlington Free Press 
> because Williams was a local celebrity of sorts. But, 
as the Vermont chapter of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People pointed out 
a few years later, for every reported incident of such 
5 discrimination, many more went unreported, 
o Historians have no statistics on how frequently 
jj African American visitors to Vermont were denied 
£ service during the Jim Crow era. But it’s no secret that 
before the Civil Rights Act was passed in 1964, travel- 
ing while black in the U.S. was even more difficult and 
« dangerous than it is now. 

2 That’s why an enterprising New York postal car- 
2 rier named Victor Green compiled The Negro Motorist 
$ Green-Book, a state-by-state compendium of black- 
friendly places to eat, sleep and get gas, published from 
1936 to 1967. If you were to open a copy of the book in 
the mid-to-late 1940s and flip to Vermont, you’d find 
solitary listings scattered throughout the state and 
g three in Burlington within a few blocks of one another. 
? These hotels and tourist homes, the latter of 
5 which were essentially bed-and-breakfasts, provided 
° travelers with a safe space for the night — and the 


reassurance that they would not experience humili- 
ation or danger on the road. The Green-Book enabled 
African Americans to stop en route, instead of sleeping 
on the side of the road in their cars and carrying their 
own food and gas with them. 

“There's an entire other world, a black world, that 
African Americans lived in that was totally invisible to 
white Americans,” explained Gretchen Sullivan Sorin. 

THE PROSPECT DF SPENDING THE NIGHT 
IP A TOGRIST ROME GAVE BLACK 
MOTORISTS PEACE OF MIND. 

A Green-Book historian, she’s also the director and 
distinguished service professor of the Cooperstown 
Graduate Program in museum studies at the State 
University of New York at Oneonta. 

We still lack the historical research that would allow 
us to accurately outline the contours of that world in 
Vermont. UVM associate professor Harvey Amani 
Whitfield discovered a small black community in the 
Old North End that dates to the 1880s, but his result- 
ing article about black Burlington ends at 1900. Elise 
Guyette’s 2010 book Discovering Black Vermont: African 
American Farmers in Hinesburgh, 1790-1890 ties up at 


about the same time, as the families she traced moved 
out of state. 

Green-Book entries suggest a continuous African 
American presence in Old North End neighborhoods 
through the early 20th century — at least in part be- 
cause of the military. 

In 1909, the 10th Cavalry Regiment — 750 so-called 
Buffalo Soldiers — arrived at Fort Ethan Allen from the 
Philippines, along with hundreds of camp followers 
who provided services to those troops. Their presence 
increased the black population of Chittenden County 
more than tenfold. 

In the weeks before the soldiers arrived, white 
Vermonters expressed their panic in the pages of the 
Free Press. Some even proposed the establishment of a 
Jim Crow-like system. But cooler heads ultimately pre- 
vailed, and, by all accounts, the 10 th cavalry regiment 
had relatively pleasant interactions with the larger 
Burlington community. 

Many retired Buffalo Soldiers decided to settle in 
the area. Bee McCollum is the last self-identified de- 
scendant of a Buffalo Soldier — Willis Hatcher — living 
in Chittenden County. She grew up in the family home 
in Winooski, hearing stories about the warm relation- 
ships among the soldiers and white residents. 

“I think that was part of the reason why my grandfa- 
ther stayed here,” said McCollum, “that he would have 
the chance to live the remaining days of his life with a 
little dignity and respect.” 



Though the daily experience of African Americans 
in the early 20 th century is largely missing from 
Vermont’s historical records, the Green-Book does pro- 
vide a few names to research. Those names stayed the 
same in the guide for a number of years: Under “hotel” 
were the Pates at 86-90 Archibald Street; under “tour- 
ist homes,” George E. Braxton at 191 North Champlain 
Street and Mrs. William Sharper at 242 North Street. 

According to obituaries, newspaper accounts and 
military rolls, Frank Pate and George “Slim” Braxton 
came to town with the 10th Cavalry and put down roots. 

Although William Sharper is 
not listed in the Buffalo Soldier 
rolls, a conversation with his 
Connecticut-based family 
genealogist, Vicki Welch, indi- 
cates that he was in the military and probably arrived 
with that regiment, as well. 

Through the Free Press archives, we can trace these 
men’s lives over the following 30 years: their searches 
for work, their brushes with the law, and their mar- 
riages, divorces and deaths. Their obituaries reveal 
that fellow members of the tight-knit group of former 
soldiers served as pallbearers at each other’s funerals. 
The group got smaller and smaller until, by the late 
1950s, almost no one was left. 

According to census records, Braxton and Pate, 
like Hatcher, began their lives in the South. Their 
experience was part of the larger diaspora of black 
Southerners moving north to seek less overt discrimi- 
nation and more economic opportunities. 

Braxton was bom in Marietta, Ga, in 1882, enlisted 
in the military when he came of age and fought in the 
Spanish-American War before coming to Burlington in 
1909. Although he began his civilian time in the Queen 
City as a bit of a scofHaw — he ran a club that sold liquor 
without a license to black soldiers and their (sometimes 
white) escorts — he ended it as a respectable citizen. 
During the last few decades of his life, Braxton worked 
as a handyman and general laborer and, eventually, at the 
Central Terminal Restaurant His tourist home, like most 
others, was not a full-time business but a way to bring in 
a little extra income and meet interesting out-of-towners. 

The newspaper published occasional announce- 
ments of visitors staying with Braxton and his wife 
for weeks at a time. It’s unclear whether these were 
paying guests or friends. Braxton’s name was listed in 
the Green-Book for a number of years after his death, 
indicating that his wife continued running the tourist 
home by herself. 

Frank Pate enlisted in the army from his native 
Tennessee and served in the Philippines after the 
Spanish-American War. In 1911, he married a Filipino 
camp follower named Cleta, who had arrived at Fort 
Ethan Allen with the regiment in 1909, her young son in 
tow. Like Braxton, Pate ran an illegal drinking establish- 
ment catering to soldiers, and it was frequently raided. 





Pate, too, changed his ways. Despite discrimination 
and limited opportunities, he ran a concrete business 
and owned an 11 -bedroom home, which was listed as 
a hotel in nearly every edition of the Green-Book. Pate 
died in 1950, but the hotel continued to operate after 
his death, presumably run by Cleta or her son, Alfred. 

William Sharper represents another facet of black 
New England history. Not a migrant from the South, he 
came instead from an old mixed-race (black. Native and 
white) family in Connecticut His wife, Jenny, was born 


in North Carolina in 1874, so her move to Burlington 
may have reflected a desire to leave the violence and 
restrictions of the Jim Crow South. 

The 1930 and 1940 censuses indicate that the couple 
owned a home in Burlington and took in boarders — 
both white and black. It’s unclear whether that pattern 
is a sign of social integration among residents of the 
Old North End during that period. 

“Mrs. William Sharper" also remained listed in the 
Green-Book after her husband's death. Sorin noted 
that the lady of the house often ran a tourist home for 
supplemental income. 

Tourist homes gave such women an opportunity to 
meet other African Americans from around the coun- 
try. In a city with relatively few black residents and no 
black churches or fraternal organizations at the time, 
the conversations with visitors were surely welcome. 

Who were the black travelers passing through 
Burlington? Sorin doesn’t have information specific 
to Vermont, but she theorizes that they visited for the 
same reasons whites did, and do: to see the foliage and 
beautiful sites around the state; to visit friends and 
family; for work; to drop kids off at college. 

A number of high-profile black musicians fre- 
quented Burlington-area venues, in particular the 
Bayside Pavilion in Malletts Bay. It’s hard to imagine 
celebrities such as Cab Calloway and Louis Armstrong 
staying on North Street, given their other options; 
the Hotel Vermont accepted black guests, accord- 
ing to The Seeking, a 1953 autobiography by African 
American Vermonter Will Thomas. Still, when tenor 
and composer Roland Hayes visited Burlington in the 
late 1940s, Thomas writes, he was discouraged from 
eating in the Hotel Vermont dining room with the 
other guests. 

A musician who wanted to avoid such ignominy 
might choose to stay at a tourist home instead, fussed 
over by the likes of Jenny Sharper and served a home- 
cooked meal. 

The prospect of spending the night in a tourist home 
gave black motorists peace of mind as they explored 
the “lofty peaks, beautiful valleys ... and quiet villages 
of Vermont,” as Green described the state in his 1949 
vacation guide. 

“They would know that, at the end of the drive, 
there was a room,” Sorin said. 

The Green-Book became irrelevant after the Civil 
Rights Act was passed — and that was Green’s hope 
all along. “There will be a day sometime in the future 
when this guide will not have to be published,” he 
wrote in the introduction to multiple editions. “That is 
when we as a race will have equal opportunities and 
privileges in the United States. It will be a great day for 
us to suspend this publication, because then we can go 
wherever we please, and without embarrassment." 

The Pates, Braxtons and Sharpers were long gone 
when that law finally passed. © 
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Comic Seduction 

Theater review: Last of the Red Hot Lovers, Northern Stage 



N eil Simon’s comedy Last of the 
Red Hot Lovers is still spar- 
kling nearly SO years after it 
first made fun of the infidel- 
ity imperative of the late 1960s. Set in 
1969 — when many a middle-aged man 
believed that, if he hadn’t had an affair, 
he hadn’t lived — the play remains 
hilarious in Northern Stage’s snappy 
production. The sublime comic acting 
represents theater at its best. 

Happily married for 25 years, 
Barney is deep in his forties and knows 
his time for dalliances is running out. 
If he can just find the right woman, he 
has the right place: his fussy mother's 
immaculate East Side apartment, 
empty when she volunteers on Friday 
afternoons. During a silent open- 
ing sequence in which he arrives in 
the apartment and wipes up his own 
wet footprints, Barney seems to have 
thought of everything necessary to 
hide his indiscretion. He just needs to 
be brave enough to commit one. 

Desperation is comedy’s mother 
lode, and Simon knows how to mine it 
and then set the jewels in pretty pat- 
terns that repeat little motifs. Each of 
the play’s three acts features a different 
almost-willing woman Barney tries to 
seduce. And each begins with an elabo- 
rate sequence in which he sets up the 
apartment and steels himself for the 
encounter ahead. 


In a performance that kept 
Thursday’s full house laughing from 
his first comical entrance, David Mason 
brings the audience inside Barney's 
conflicted mind. Getting ready for the 
doorbell to ring, Barney practices of- 
fering a drink or a cigarette, always 
stopping the movement just short of 
confidence, as if making peace with 
his shortcomings is the best he can 
do. Many actors carve out the space in 
which a character’s thought occurs, as 
if sketching the interval of time it takes 
to think were the same as portraying 
thinking. Mason conveys thought itself. 

His work is delicate, because Barney 
is more nebbish than clown. The solo 
interludes starting each scene are 
gems, but Mason also excels in his 
three seductions. The women keep 
him lurching from crisis to crisis, and 
as Barney ends up muttering to himself 
near the end, “You sure can pick ’em.” 

Deb Radloff as the worldly Elaine 
blends rapier wit with a solid sexual 
come-on that overwhelms Barney. 
He’s flustered, and she’s frustrated. 
Simon keeps them out of sync to inject 
conflict into what should be flirtatious 
smooth sailing. 

Radloff uses the deadpan assurance 
women were just learning to master in 
the 1960s, making Elaine strong with 
a hint of vulnerability. Possibly just as 
interested in the cigarette she’ll smoke 


DIRECTOR BURROWS 
KEEPS THE PERFORMERS 
SUBTLY LOCKED IN COMBAT 

THAT RAISES THE COMEDY 
TO A FEVER PITCH. 

afterward as in the deed itself, Radloff 
makes her no-nonsense version of 
let’s-get-it-on a veritable Everest for 
the nervous Barney to climb. 

Jenni Putney, as Bobbi, proceeds 
to take over the apartment from the 
moment she arrives in a flower-power 
'60s tank top on a hot day in August. 
Bobbi is a would-be actress whom 
Barney meets in the park and thinks 
he’s propositioned. She seems to have 
missed that cue and proceeds to unpack 
her conspiracy theories and capacious 
handbag — complete with teddy bear, 
spare underwear and marijuana — in 
Barney’s mother’s living room. 

Putney hits just the right level of 
hyperbole, rooting Bobbi in reality but 
letting her hopes, dreams and just plain 
wild ideas float fully unmoored. Putney 
makes her a nutcase that Barney can’t 
— and shouldn’t — take his eyes off. 
She’s just unstable enough to appear 
both dangerous and fascinating. 

In the final scene, Danielle Slavick 
plays Jeanette, Barney's wife’s best 
friend. Barney’s expectations about her 
interest in him belong in the mixed- 
messages hall of fame. Jeanette wants 
companionship, but only in order to 
complain about her life, specifically 
her cheating husband. Slavick grips 
her pocketbook tight to her stomach 
and radiates one long sexual “no" while 
listing all the reasons life isn’t worth 

Jeanette is experiencing depression, 
and Slavick hits the comically neurotic 
aspects without diminishing a real 
foundation of despair. The easy laughs 
mingle with some revelatory ones, as 
Slavick is unafraid to acknowledge 
a genuine plight. Jeanette’s ridicu- 
lous certainty that her life's pie chart 


contains only a skinny 8.2 percent slice 
of happiness is a belief that Barney has 
to shatter. Slavick puts up strong, and 
very funny, resistance. 

The better the actors, the tougher it 
can be to spot the director’s handiwork, 
but Maggie Burrows has sprinkled 
magic powder over every moment in 
this production. The energy of each 
scene is based on conflicts that have to 
bubble underneath the witty dialogue, 
and Burrows keeps the performers 
subtly locked in combat that raises the 
comedy to a fever pitch. 

Jordan Janota's set delivers period 
and place with lush specificity. The 
apartment gets a dropped ceiling and 
clean ’60s lines. The building’s exterior 
is revealed on the side walls, making 
this apartment seem to pop out of thou- 
sands of others where similar shenani- 
gans could be taking place. It’s distinctly 
New York City, down to the parquet 
wood floors. 

Lighting by Greg Solomon includes 
some nice tricks to clarify space and 
light direction. Hunter Kaczorowski's 
costume design captures the characters, 
down to Barney’s ongoing struggle to 
hatch out of conservative suits. It’s 
a tribute to Kaczorowski’s choice. 
Mason’s lovable portrayal and Simon’s 
ingenious structure that Barney’s third- 
act sports coat got an appreciative laugh 
from Thursday's audience. 

Comedy has to appear effortless to 
be successful, and disguising the preci- 
sion necessary to land one laugh — let 
alone an evening full of them — takes 
a lot of craft. This production is a 
master class in helping audiences sur- 
render to amusement. Simon’s play is 
simple entertainment, but it’s neatly 
structured, continually surprising and 
packed with funny exchanges. The four 
performances, especially Mason's, are 
thoroughly winning. It's irresistible. ® 

Contact: alex@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

Last of the Red Hot Lovers by Neil Simon, 
directed by Maggie Burrows, produced 
by Northern Stage. Through March 5: 

Thursdays also 2 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m^at 
Barrette Center for the Arts, White River 
Junction. $15-55. northernstage.org. 




3 




VRNEYo 


3198 SHELBURNE ROAD, SHELBURNE VT I MON-SAT 10-6, 
SUNDAY: APPOINTMENT ONLY | 98S-2650 


NATURAL MATTRESS 

SHOWROOM 

< « 10 % 

lyP^OFF 


' Lending l ov£ h 

LIGHT * f) o T ° a 

RICHARD 


HEALING, 

' 0 - AND 

BALANCE 

u s. 

4 


YOU BE VIBRANT HEALTHY AND WHOLE ' 

WWW.KIMFORNEY.COM 

thank you For your love and support, dad! 


Come see our new 
Organic Mattress 
showroom in 
Shelburne! 


! Get love in 
! your mailbox, 

J not your inbox. 


Take dating a little bit slower with... 



fph. 


... Online dating isn't for everyone. 

0 If you're weary of web profiles and swiping left, . 

. why not try a new/old idea? Love Letters! 

0 It’s the perfect thing for singles who want to bring . 

. the romance back to dating and take things slowly. 

a How does it work? 

r l. Compose a message introducing yourself to other A 

Vermonters and send it to Seven Days. 
r 2. We'll publish your anonymous message in the 0 

Love Letters section (coming soon). 
a 3. Potential penpals will reply to the messages 
y with real letters delivered to you confidentially a 

a by the Seven Days post office. 

v 4. Whatever happens next is up to you! 

' I'm in. Let the romancing begin! A 

Gotopage89orsevendaysvt.com/loveletters 
Hwfe' for instructions on submitting your message. 0 





food+drink 



Feeding the Gnar 

How to make the most of a powder day 


I wake up at 7 a.m. The plow trucks have been scraping 
by since before dawn. It’s a workday, but I check the 
snow report anyway, just in case the storm dropped 
an unexpected load on the Northeast Kingdom. 

Lo and behold: 20 inches overnight! I feel a swelling 
flutter in my heart. My self-diagnosis: powder fever, an 
illness cured only by skiing or snowboarding. 

I call a skier friend: “Wanna go to Burke today?" 

She’s buried under a stack of taxes, emails and ac- 
counting, but my affliction infects her over the phone. 

“Be there in half an hour,” I say, pulling on long johns 
and boot socks. 

As climate change threatens to bring us a never-ending 
streak of mild winters, any great snow day could well be 
your last So it’s key to 
spend as much time 
on snow as possible. 

Right? 

But plowing pow 
is hard work, so a 
sweet morning meal is 
nonnegotiable. I usu- 
ally make a two-egg 
breakfast sandwich 
at home. But, as a 
professional food lady 
and devout skier, my 
recommendation for 
folks looking to fully 
celebrate a NEK powder day would include stopping for 

At Miss Lyndonville Diner, for instance, the skillet 
breakfast — biscuits, gravy, eggs and bacon for $5.50 — is 
excellent fuel for shredding. If that’s too much, the home- 
made cinnamon-raisin bread is almost a meal in itself. 

Stuff some candy in your coat pockets to eat on the lift 
between runs, and make sure you have a dank lunch to 
look forward to. 

If you’re going on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday, do 
yourself a favor and grab a sandwich at Auntie Dee Dee’s 
Homemade Vt Baked Goods, which is just beyond East 
Burke village on your way up Mountain Road. 

Danielle Ekasala’s daily-changing array might 
include a fresh baguette layered with prosciutto, 
figs and herbed chevre; or flaky croissants cradling 
smoked salmon, soft cheese, red onion and capers. Of 
the several creations I’ve sampled — er, devoured in 
about three voracious minutes — a ciabatta Caprese, 


with its wet mozzarella, sweet tomato and fresh basil, 
was exemplary. 

On the mountain, a nice warm-up might involve wide, 
easy turns down Fox’s Folly, a quick zip down Upper 
Willoughby (that view!) and meandering, thigh-warming 
arcs down any of the friendly runs that ferry skiers into 
the Mid Burke base area. All or none of these trails may 
be groomed, depending on the snowfall, so be prepared to 
start the day with burning legs. That's when your pock- 
eted lift candy will come in handy. 


Next: Hit the Dippers, and maybe duck into one of the 
steep tree runs on the east side. Launch off a rock or two 
toward the top of Throbulator glade. If the snow's deep 
enough, you can ski anything with few consequences, 
aside from a face full of snow. Burke’s woods on a powder 
day are precisely the reason northeastern skiers ski 
glades. Deep pow will make you a super-skier. 

You’ll probably forget about that sandwich you stashed 
for lunch. But at some point, you’ll need to dose more 
calories. As you sink your teeth into Dee Dee’s sourdough 
and layers of salty cheeses or meats, your aching thighs 
will thank you. 
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Oenophiles 

Welcome 

DEDALUS WINE OPENS NEW 
AND EXPANDED BURLINGTON 
STORE 

Oenophiles, rejoice! oedalus 

WINE SHOP. MARKET & WINE BAR 

officially opened its doors at 
388 Pine Street on Monday, 
February 20. The longtime 
Burlington wine haunt left 
its former quarters at 180 
Battery Street for a larger 
space housing 500 to 600 
individual wines; a curated 
stock of cheeses, charcuterie 
and imported specialty 
goods; and a full-menu wine 
bar open daily. 

Visitors will recognize 
a familiar face helming the 
kitchen; max mackinnon, 
former chef-owner of the 
late Burlington restaurant 
Pistou. Since shuttering 
his acclaimed restaurant 
in 2014, Mackinnon has 
been busy across the globe, 
most recently fronting the 
kitchen at the San Francisco 
bistro mason pacific. Back in 



Burlington, he’ll turn out 
a nightly rotating menu of 
small- to medium-size plates 
and mammoth cheese-and- 
charcuterie boards with ac- 
coutrements such as Spanish 
corn nuts, imported con- 
serves and local buckwheat 
honey. Artisan food manager 
rory stamp, a seasoned figure 
in the specialty-food world, 
is curating the dry goods 
selections. 

Mackinnon's menu 
complements 36 bottles and 
a dozen wines by the glass, 
which rotate multiple times 


weekly to showcase Dedalus’ 
scope of growers and regions. 
At a station on the far wall 
of the wine bar, Dedalus 
sommeliers will decant most 
bottles ordered. Four somms 
are on staff, plus a full-time 
wine director. 

“With the wine bar,” said 
Dedalus co-owner jason 

out and creatively shape the 
idea of how we like to enjoy 
food and wine together. With 
the market and wine shop, 
you can then take the experi- 
ence all home with you." 


Creativity is the watch- 
word in that bustling Pine 
Street corridor, where art 
hounds can now stop for a 
bottle of wine. 

— JULIA CLANCY 

New Break 
for the Spot 

BREAKWATER CAFE CLOSES: 

THE SPOT MOVES IN 
Last week, ALand kim gobeille 
announced via social media 
that they will not reopen 
Breakwater Cafe & Grill, 
their Burlington waterfront 
pub, for the 2017 summer 
season. This May, the 
popular lakeside pub will be 
reborn as a second location 
for the spot, which has been 
a South End dining stalwart 
since opening in 2009. 

The Gobeilles will 
continue running their other 
two businesses, shanty on 

market & cafe, the post said, 
though Al Gobeille could not 
be reached for comment. In 
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The afternoon warm-up is even more 
crucial than that of the morning. You’ll 
probably feel cold and stiff and horrible 
at first. Persevere! Hit the lift candy! Ski 
like a lazy flailing flapper if you need to. 
But get through those first few runs, and 
you’ll be shredding Dixiland, the moun- 
tain's longest, leg-burning forest, in no 
time flat. 

Consider the pain justification for 
the day’s delicious, two-part finish. 
Start with fireside beers at Mid Burke’s 
Bear Den bar, which is easily one of the 
friendliest places on Earth. You’re likely 
to find people from your hometown, or 


your best friend from summer camp's 
hometown. Over cheers in plastic cups, 
you’ll gloat about the great skiing and 
how people who weren’t there totally 
missed out. 

Then, down in East Burke village, 
slink back through the alleyway behind 
Northeast Kingdom Country Store to 
the Burke Publick House. The pub’s 
extensive tap list includes at least a 
dozen excellent Vermont brews. Split a 
plate of Sugar Shack poutine with your 
ski buddy and revel in picking through 
the messy mass of hand-cut fries, Ched- 
dar and maple-tinged gravy, piled high 
with crumbled bacon, chorizo and 
scallions. 


And that’s just a prelude to a fat 
and juicy burger swaddled in buttery 
brioche that can barely contain the 
cheese, pickles and bacon. If you’re 
prone to eavesdropping, listen in as 
the bartender chats with other guests 
about how he spent most of the day 
tumbling down Burke’s glades — and 
how it was OK because there was so 
much pillowy snow. 

Then smile as new friends — the 
ones you met an hour before over beers 
in the base lodge bar — swing by your 
table to say hello and ogle your food. 
Relax into the camaraderie of lament- 
ing, with a mix of pain and pride, the 
satisfying sting still lingering in your 


legs after an epic mountain day. And 
watch with a belly full, and a heart 
swelling with anticipation for the next 
time, as snowflakes fall outside. © 

Contact: hannah@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

Miss Lyndonvllle Oiner. 686 Broad Street, 
Lyndonville. 626-9890. 

Auntie Dee Dee’s Homemade Vt Baked Goods. 
185 Mountain Road. East Burke, 535-1206. 
Bear Den. Mid Burke Lodge. 2559 Mountain 
Road. East Burke, 626-7373. 

Burke Publick House. 482 Route 114. East 
Burke, 626-1188. 
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addition to running the res- 
taurants, Gobeille has chaired 
the Green Mountain Care 
Board since 2013; in December, 
Gov. Phil Scott tapped him to 
be secretary of the Agency of 
Human Services. 

As for the Spot, general 
manager shannon upkin said, 
the new restaurant will offer 
breakfast, lunch and early- 
evening service, mid-May 
through summer's end. “The 
menu will be very much the 
same [as at 210 Shelburne 
Road],” Lipkin said, acknowl- 
edging that chef curt duforo's 
fish tacos, huevos rancheros 
and other surfer snacks will 
be a big change from the 
burgers and beers offered 
by Breakwater, ian delorme. 
the creative force behind the 
bar program at artsriot, has 


stepped in to concoct the 
cocktails. 

According to Lipkin, 
renovations will give the old 
Breakwater building a more 
laid-back vibe. “We’re trying 
to create a beach bar lounge 
area that’s other than a bar 
scene,” Lipkin said. “We 
want to have a place that’ll 
promote getting out on the 
lake, that connects the lake 
and the land.” 

— HANNAH PALMER EGAN 

They’ve 
Got Game 

ST. A’S FROZEN OGRE SERVES 
FRO-YO TO THE GAMER CROWD 
The frozen yogurt trend is 
here — and in St Albans, it’s 
taken an unusual form. At the 
frozen ogre at 46 North Main 


Street, customers can now get 
icy treats while browsing a 
selection of board games, card 
games, craft items and hobby 
supplies 

Co-owner erik stumpf, 

38, has a master's degree in 
accounting, but gaming is his 
passion. In 2015, he and his 
wife, jes, indulged their hobby 
by opening a tiny shop called 
Rocket Punch Games. The 
hole-in-the-wall soon proved 
too small for their enthusiastic 
customers. 

Searching for a larger locale, 
the Stumpfs learned that a 
nearby frozen-yogurt business, 
Maggie O’s, was looking for 
a buyer. Why not combine 
dessert and dice? 

The Frozen Ogre opened 
in October, but construction 
and permitting issues kept its 
fro-yo operation from getting 
up and running until last 
week. Now machines pump 
out eight individual flavors — 
including a dairy-free sorbet 
— plus four twists, including 


strawberry-cheesecake and 
maple-black raspberry. 

Afraid of dripping yogurt 
on your prized Magic: The 
Gathering cards? The Ogre 
also offers bulk sweets, such as 
root beer barrels and licorice 
all-sorts, and ’80s favorites 
such as Nerds, Bottle Caps, Fun 
Dip and Lafly Taffy. 

But for the Stumpfs, who 
once hoped to start a youth 
center in St A, the sweetest 
part is giving local youths a 
hangout. In the basement a 


library and gaming space hosts 
after-school programs. “We 
have 20 kids who come by and 
play Dungeons & Dragons on 
Wednesday night," said Erik. 
That fro-yo should help replen- 
ish their hit points. 

— SUZANNE PODHAIZER 



Follow us for the latest Food gossip! 

©findthathannah. On Instagram: 
Hannah. Julia Clancy and Suzanne 
Podhaizer: @7deatsvt 
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I AGE/SEX: 11-year-old spayed female 
ARRIVAL DATE: January 18. 2017 
REASON HERE: My owner could no longer 
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BROWSE THIS WEEK'S OPEN HOUSES: 
sevendaysvt.com/open-houses 


homeworks 




homeworks 


List your properties 
here and online 
for only $45/ 
week. Submit 
your listings 
by Mondays at 
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ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTMYJOB 

PRINT DEADLINE: NOON ON MONDAYS (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 

FOR RATES & INFO: MICHELLE BROWN. 802-865-1020 X21. 

MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


mm 

YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL SOURCE. SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS 


M-F Part Time Driver 

for delivery of Newspapers 
to retail stores. Not a 
contract route, paid by the 
hour, vehicle provided. 
Must be 18, with a clean 
VT driver’s Lie. 

Contact Burlington News 
Agency at 655-7000 for 
more information. 


PT Weekend Driver for 

delivery of Newspapers to 
retail stores. Not a contract 
route, paid by the hour, 
vehicle provided. Must be 
18, with a clean VT 
Driver's Lie. 

Contact Burlington News 
Agency, 655-7000, for 
more information. 


INNTOPIA 


SOFTWARE 
FRONTLINE SERVICE 
AND SUPPORT 

Are you the curious type? 
Got a bit of a tech gene? 
Are you proactive and 
passionate about working 
with people? Do you enjoy 
solving complex problems 
and getting high fives 
when you do? If so, you 
could be the next member 
of our growing company 
and Partner Services 
team. You'll be providing 
outstanding support to 
the users of our industry- 
leading travel reservation 
software products and 
services. Bottom line: 
You're a problem solver 
and you're amazing with 
customers. If that sounds 
like you. we want to talk to 
you. Drop us a line: 
jobs@inntopia.com. 


Family 

v/easterseals Engagement 
V ermont Specialist 



($) 


Coffee Lab Technician 

Hinesburg, VT-based Coffee Analysis seeks person who 
is passionate about coffee & tea and interested in joining 
our team to conduct quality control analysis of coffee & 
tea products. Responsibilities include: physical testing, 
preparing samples for sensory analysis, operating and 
maintenance of lab & brewing equipment. Applicant 
must be detailed oriented, well organized, open minded, 
computer literate and dependable. Experience with coffee 
& tea quality control or production is preferred; enjoying 
coffee & tea beverages is required. Seasonal position. 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8AM - 5PM. 

Please visit coffceanalvsts.com 

and send a resume to chris@coffec-ent.com. 


TOWN OF MILTON 


Director of Administration 
& Community Affairs 


Reporting to the Town Manager, this full-time exempt 
position manages day-to-day administrative functions 
of the Town offices with special focus on overseeing 
special projects for both the Town Manager’s office 
and other departments; handling h uman resources/ 
risk management responsibilities and having a role in 
payroll/benefits matters; preparing materials, public 
notifications and coordinating details for Selectboard 
meetings; maintaining regular contact and ongoing 
relationships with local community groups, state 
and regional agencies and other municipalities; and 
messaging the Town’s strategic initiatives to residents 
through direct contact, social and public media, 
advertising, and use of other public engagement 
strategies. This position also oversees the strategic focus 
and operations of the Recreation Department and the 
Town’s relationship with the Library staff. Evening and 
occasional weekend hours. Salary range is $53,700 - 
$68,000, contingent upon qualifications and experience. 
The Town of Milton offers an excellent benefits package. 

To apply, send your resume and cover letter 
to Mary Thompson, Administrative Assis tant, at 
mthompson@town.inilton.vt.us or 43 Bombardier 
Hoad, Milton, VT 05468. 

Application deadline is Friday, March 3rd. 





FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS. 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 02.22.17-03.01.17 
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* 3 % 

•fr Prevent Child Abuse 

/ Vermont 

Prevent Child Abuse Vermont is seeking a Family Support 
Programs Coordinator for Washington, Orange, and Windsor 
Counties to develop and manage parent education and 
support groups. Based in Montpelier, the position involves 
some travel around the central region of Vermont. Duties 
include recruitment, training and supervision of volunteers 
and collaborating with community partners. Knowledge 
of child development and child abuse, love of parent 
education/support, and reliable transportation required. 
Bachelor’s degree in human services or related field 
required. 

Please send cover letter, resume and 3 references to: 

Prevent Child Abuse Vermont, Coordinator Search, PO Box 
829, Montpelier, VT 05601 or email pcavt@pcavt.org. 
Website: pcavt.org. 


QE3 Four Sotheby's 

Seasons I INTERNATIONAL REALTY 


Four Seasons Sotheby's International Realty (FSSIR) is 
looking for a Print & Digital Designer to join our dynamic 
Marketing Team in our South Burlington office location. The 
ideal candidate will help in developing and implementing 
a comprehensive marketing strategy that will strengthen 
the Fbur Seasons Sotheby's International Realty brand 
across multiple avenues including print advertising, web 
development. SEO strategy, social media, public relations, 
database management and video technologies. 

Four Seasons Sotheby's International Realty offers a 
competitive salary along with a comprehensive benefit 
package including medical, dental. 401(k). paid vacation and 
the opportunity to work with a great team! 

To learn more about the position and to apply visit: 
www.fourseasonssir.com/careers.php 


WORK, WORK, WORK, WC 
WORK, WORK, WORK, WC 
WORK, WORK, WORK, WC 
WORK, WORK, WORK, WC 
uunmr uunmr urnDir urr 

jobs.sevendaysvt.com 


^ 'BOtrNDsjJ . 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
and TEACHERS 

Hiring a Program Director to run one of our 
childcare teams, and teachers to join our 
growing childcare centers. 

Email resumes to 

krista o leapsvt.com or call 879-01 30. 


„2.' s ,J,? l J,IVermont 


STATE LIBRARIAN 

Department of Libraries 

A strong library system is the backbone of our State's civic engagement and 
accountability. As the State's Librarian, you will provide the vision and leadership for the 
diverse functions of the Vermont Department of Libraries and library services statewide. 

Go to careers.vermont.gov to view the job posting and position requirements. Reference: 
Job ID #620951. Status: Exempt, Full time. Location: Montpelier. Application Deadline: 
March 13, 2017. 

DO NOT APPLY ONLINE. E-mail a letter of application, resume, and short writing 
sample to ADM.Secretary@vermont.gov (attention: Susanne R. Young, Secretary of 
Administration). 

HEALTH SERVICES DISTRICT DIRECTOR I 

Department of Health 

Do you want to be part of a team that is building a culture of health in VT communities? 

We have an exciting opportunity for an experienced, motivated leader who wants to guide a 
dedicated and caring interdisciplinary team of public health professionals in the Office of 
Local Health district offices. District Directors mobilize staff and partners to create healthy 
communities by assessing needs, capacity building, planning, implementing programs 
and evaluating outcomes to improve the health and well-being of Vermonters. At the local 
level, District Directors build relationships and forge connections with key stakeholders 
such as, health care providers, hospitals, schools, businesses and community coalitions. 
Applicants must have proven success in personnel management, supervision, problem 
solving, communication, facilitation, assessment, planning and evaluation. The successful 
candidate must demonstrate a solid understanding of public health and health care 
systems, and have a track record of building effective partnerships with diverse groups of 
stakeholders. For more information, contact Debra Wilcox at 652-4173 or email debra. 
wilcox@vermont.gov. You must apply to each position for which you wish to be considered. 
Reference Job ID # 620819 & 620726. Location: Newport and Morrisville. Status: Full 
time. Application Deadline: March 12, 2017. 

To apply, you must use the online job application at careers.vermont.gov. For questions related to your 
application, please contact the Department of Human Resources, Recruitment Services, at 855-828- 
6700 (voice) or 800-253-01 91 (TTY/Relay Sen/ice). The State of Vermont is an equal opportunity 
employer and offers an excellent total compensation package. 



‘ Make a difference in the life of a child!"- NFI Vermont, a leader 
in specialized trauma and adolescent development, is looking 
to expand our team of innovators. Full-time and part-time 
positions available. Competitive wages, training opportunities, 
flexible work schedules and family oriented culture. Excellent 
benefits with tuition reimbursement offered for 30 or more 
hour employees. 


Community Integration Specialists 

COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES 

CBS is committed to empowering youth by providing 
family based treatment through innovative, diverse & 
community integrated methods. CBS is seeking full time 
community integration specialists to join our talented team 
of mental health professionals. Responsibilities include 
working individually with children & adolescents with 
mental health challenges both in the community & in their 
homes. The opportunity to bring personal interests/hobbies 
to share with youth is encouraged. Ideal candidates must 
have a bachelor’s degree, be able to work afternoon and 
evening hours, have a valid driver’s license, & reliable 
transportation. Please send a cover letter & resume to 
Brandiecarlson@nafi.com. 

Residential Counselor 

ALLENBROOK GROUP HOME 

NFI VT’s Allenbrook Group Home is looking for part time 
residential counselors to cover evening and weekend 
shifts. Additional shifts and the potential for full time, 
benefited employment is possible. Qualified candidates 
will hold a valid driver’s license and possess basic skills 
required to manage a house and parent teenagers. 
Competitive salary, supportive team, and fun work 
environment included. Criminal background check 
required. 

Please submit cover letter and resume to 

jennifersnay@nafi.com. 





AXTCMTIOM DCPDI IITHDC- postyourjobsatsevendaysvt.com/jobsforfastresults. 
Ml I C.IN I IUIn r\L.Lr\UI I l.i\o. or contact michelle brown: michelle@sevendaysvt.com 


02.22.17-03.01.17 


Compliance 

Specialist 

District is seeking a part- 
time professional for 
administrative and field 
work in monitoring and 
enforcing compliance 
with the Solid Waste 
Management Ordinance 
and internal auditing. 
Bachelor's degree in 
related field and 3 years' 
experience or equivalent I 
combination. $21.29 per 
hour - 28 hours per week. 
Detailed job description 
available online at 

Submit a resume and 
cover letter to Amy 
Jewell (ajewell@cswd. 
net) by March 6. 2017. 


' WkkeRobin 

Looking for a change? Join our Team! 

Wake Robin seeks health care staff who are licensed in 
Vermont to work collaboratively to provide high quality care in 
a fast paced residential and long-term care environment while 
maintaining a strong sense of "home" We offer an opportunity 
to build strong relationships with staff and residents in a 
dynamic community setting. 

Nurse Manager 

Full-time, Evenings 

lna 

Full-Time Evening Shifts 


Wake Robin offers an excellent compensation and benefits 
package and an opportunity to build strong relationships with 
staff and residents in a dynamic community setting. 
Interested candidates please email hr@wakerobin.com or 
fax your resume with cover letter to: HR, 802 264-51 46. Wake 
Robin is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


The- State of Vermont 

-For tfie people. . . the place. . . the possi6ilities. 


Vermont Psychiatric 
Care Hospital 


MENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST 

Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital (VPCH), a 25-bed state- 
of-the-art, progressive recovery-oriented facility offering 
care in a safe, respectful environment, has immediate 
openings for temporary Mental Health Specialists. If you 
are looking for a position where you can make a difference 
in the changing landscape of mental health care, there's a 
rewarding opportunity at VPCH. 

Apply Online at www.careers.vermont.gov 
Mental Health Specialist (Temporary) - 
Job Opening 10# 619652 



Seeking Camp Staff: 

Nurse 

Cook 

Counselors 
Lifeguards 
Nature Educators 

We are a small day and 

130 acres on Lake Champlain, 
Burlington. Join a highly 
motivated and creative 
team of leaders. 
Contact Sherry Osborn, 
director at sosborn® 
dioceseofvermont.org; 
rockpoint.org/summer_camp. 


Employee Wellness Screening Specialist 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 

• Promote and deliver employee wellness initiatives. 

• Engage with and coach UVMMC employees toward positive life 
changes and total well being. 

• Conduct Biometric Screenings and deliver tobacco cessation 
treatment plans. 

Qualified Candidates Will Have: 

• Bachelor's degree and two years of direct health coaching. 

• Experience with supporting others, using motivational 
interviewing, behavior modification techniques, and goal setting. 

Only online applications will be accepted 


University.'/ Vermont 

MEDICAL CENTER 


UVMHealth.org/MedCenterCareers 


hours/week with full-time be: 

This person must enjoy a fast-paced, tei 
•am that is responsible for thi 
permitting of projects, and land us . 
ity/inslitutional. campus, community/neighborhood relations as it relates to 


latory requirements. This position will also be responsible for providing It 
expertise, including utilization of GIS, AutoCAD, and graphic software, as w 
implementation and management of permit tracking software. The position require 
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hulls 'with taxabilities and people firm 






i 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS. 
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SI ReArch 

COMPANY 


ReArch Company is a growing construction management firm dedicated to creating buildings and spaces of distinction and significance 
while generating value for our clients. We exercise informed, reasoned and intuitive judgment as well as entrepreneurial thinking 
based on knowledge, research and experience. This allows our clients to make informed decisions leading to thoughtful, innovative and 
responsive solutions. 

We are seeking candidates who will support this mission and are 


Project Manager 

The Project Manager is responsible for ensuring the successful 
completion of a construction project from project startup to 
project closeout. As a Project Manager at ReArch Company 
you will be in charge of managing all project elements 
including safety, schedule, budget, cost control, supervision 
and daily oversight to ensure the project meets the project 
objectives and is delivered on time and on budget, while 
exceeding our Clients expectations and goals in a professional 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Candidates should have a bachelor of science degree in 
construction management, engineering or related field and 
have a minimum of three years’ experience as project manager 
or superintendent on commercial, institutional, multi-family 
residential or medical projects over 510,000,000. Must be 
proficient in scheduling programs, spreadsheet applications 
and have experience completing take-offs and estimates. 
Candidates should also exhibit strong ability to communicate 
both verbally and in writing. 

Assistant Project Manager/ 
Project Coordinator 


eager to contribute to one of Vermont’s leading construction firms. 

be computer literate, proficient in scheduling programs and 
spreadsheet applications. Candidates should also exhibit strong 
ability to communicate both verbally and in writing. 

Construction 
Site Superintendent 

Project Superintendent needed to manage mid to large 
commercial construction projects throughout VT, NH and 
Northern NY. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Candidates must have 5 plus years’ experience supervising 
projects ranging from $3-15 million and possess a college and/ 
or professional degree, preferably in an engineering or related 
field, or have an exceptional level of experience. In addition 
to extensive construction knowledge and a strong resume of 
successfully managed projects, applicants should also have a 
personable and courteous attitude towards their coworkers, 
the ability to collaborate in a positive and respectful manner 
with subcontractors and regulators, and above all a proactive 
approach to providing outstanding customer service. 

Construction Foreman 


The Assistant Project Manager/Project Coordinator is an 
integral member of the ReArch Project Management Team and 
is a vital support role in the success of our projects. This role is 
in charge of daily contract administration tasks and will work 
closely with the Project Manager to assist in the execution of 
contracts, scheduling, budget and cost analysis tasks. Working 
with our experienced project managers and supervisors 
will allow you the opportunity to learn and grow within the 
organization while being involved in both challenging and 
rewarding projects. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Candidates should have a bachelor of science degree in 
construction management, engineering or related field. Must 


Project Foreman needed to assist Project Superintendent with 
throughout VT, NH and Northern NY. ? ’ 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Candidates must have 2 plus years' experience assisting 
Superintendent with projects $1,000,000 - $5,000,000 and 
preferable possess a college degree in an engineering or related 
field, or have an exceptional level of experience. In addition 
to extensive construction knowledge and a strong resume of 
successfully managed projects, applicants should also have a 
personable and courteous attitude towards their coworkers, 
the ability to collaborate in a positive and respectful manner 
with subcontractors and regulators, and above all a proactive 


Candidates that meet the above requirements should submit a cover letter, resume, salary requirements and list of projects with the 
project value to careers@>rearchcompany.com. ReArch Company will only consider email or postal mail submissions; absolutely no 
phone calls. Please submit resume and cover letter including salary requirements to 

ReArch Company, LLC, 

Human Resources, 

55 Community Drive, Suite 402 
South Burlington, VT 05403 
or email to careers@rearchcompany.com. 

Resumes and cover letters that do not meet these qualifications and address complete education, 
work history and salary requirement will not be considered. 

Only applicants chosen for interviews will be contacted. 




VHCB 

AmeriCorps 


Now recruiting for 
AmeriCorps positions 
in locationsaround the state 
serving with non-profit 
organizations 

• environmental education 

• home buyer education 

• environmental stewardship 

• SERVE 

• EXPERIENCE 

• LEAD 
Apply now! 
vhcb.org/ 

americorps 

Vermont Housing & 
Conservation Board 
AmeriCorpsoffers: 

■ an annual stipend 

■ health insurance 

■ an education award 

■ training opportunities 

• leadership development 



Looking for 
a Sweet Job? 

Our new, mobile-friendly 
job board is buzzing 
with excitement 


Start applying at 

jobs.sevendaysvt.com 







POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


02.22.17-03.01.17 


lake Champlain 
Basin Program 

Lake Champlain 
Boat Launch 
Stewards 

The Lake Champlain Basin 
Program and New England 
Interstate Water Pollution 
Control Commission seek up 
to 12 part-time Boat Launch 
Stewards to deliver aquatic 
invasive species spread 
prevention messages. 
Successful applicants are 
trained to collect Lake 
Champlain boat launch user 
information and check boats 
for aquatic invasive species 
four days a week, from 
Memorial Day through Labor 
Day. 

Job description available 
at www.lcbp.org or 
www.neiwpcc.org. Send 
r£sum§, letter of interest 
summarizing relevant 
experience, and two 
references to NEIWPCC via 
email at jobs@neiwpcc.org, 
subject line: 17-LCBP-002 
by March 10, 2017. 

EOE 


' 




Associate Waferfab Technician (LTS) 


GLOBALFOUN DRIES is seeking LTS (Long Term 
Supplemental) employees for our Manufacturing 
Operation in Essex Junction, Vermont. 

These are 3 year temporary assignments which 
provide an opportunity for training and the potential to 
move to regular full time positions. 

LTS Manufacturing Operators sustain and run factory 
floor tools and support manufacturing processes and 
production execution in a clean room environment. 

LTS positions typically work only 14 - 15 days a month 
on a compressed work week schedule consisting of 12 
hour shifts and every other weekend. LTS employees 
must be willing to work either day or night shift. 

Please apply to https://gfoundries.taleo.net/ 
careersection/gf_ext/moresearch.ftl?lang=en. 
Please reference job #17001280 


Square^ 


SASH® Data Systems Manager 


<r> 

Looking for 
a Sweet Job? 

Our new. mobile-friendly 
job board is buzzing 
with excitement. 


Start applying at 

jobs.sevendaysvt.com 


ARE YOU: 




■ and/or t 


raining in population health and 
data and are passionate about improving the delivery of health 
services in Vermont to improve lives, this opportunity may be just 
what you are looking for! 

Cathedral Square, the 
(Support And Services 

management platform. This will include oversight of the SASH 
data warehouse and the ability to provide outcomes reporting. 
This position is responsible for the account management for 
SASH staff statewide working in additional collaborative software 
platforms in which the SASH network participates. 

Go to cathedralsquare.org and sashvt.org websites for 
more information. Submit cover letter and resume to 
jobs@cathedralsquare.org. EOE. 



It's Real Italian." 


Amato’s is growing 
and is looking for 
great people! 


At Amato's we feature great 
sandwiches, pizza and pasta. 
We are currently hiring 

Amato's 

and 

Maplefields 

Associates 

Full and Part time positions open 
for 1 st and 2nd shift in Food 
Service and Store areas. We can 
offer flexible scheduling for part 
time staff and full benefits 
package for full time staff. Stop 
by the stores for more 
information or send a 
resume or letter of interest to: 
ioes@rlvallee.com 


to set up an interview. 


Maplefields University 

81 1 Williston Road 
South Burlington 


Maplefields Colchester 

414 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester 


Maplefields at Georgia Essex Maplefields 

1 207 Ethan Allen Highway 72 Upper Main Street 

Georgia Essex 
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NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 
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Goddard College 

Located on our beautiful Plainfield campus , 
we have TWO positions openings in our Admission department: 

ADMISSIONS COUNSELORS 

Full time; eligible for our generous benefits package. 
Position description and application instructions available here: 
goddard.edu/about-goddard/employment-opportunities. 


VITL) 

VERMONT INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY LEADERS 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT SPECIALIST 

Serves as a primary point of contact for VITL internal and external clients, with 
responsibilities including technical support for Windows operating systems, desktop 
hardware, printers and peripherals. Office 365 applications and other desktop applications. 


CONTRACTS ADMINISTRATOR 

Manages the organization's procurement and contract management systems, and works 
with the State of Vermont, customers and subcontractors. The contracts administrator 
will maintain VITLs contract/agreement milestone/deliverable system, and maintains the 
correspondence record for all grants, contracts and subcontracts. 


PROJECT MANAGER 

Responsible for the planning and execution of health information technology, interface 
deployment and data quality projects related to the Vermont Health Information Exchange. 
The project manager will utilize a structured methodology to plan and implement 
projects and when required, analyze organizational systems and processes, and make 
recommendations for operational improvements. 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
SERVICES MANAGER 

Provides front-line leadership for VITL's technical support team, and for the hardware and 
software support needs of VITL staff. Additionally, the technical support services manager 
will work closely with VITL’s client services and operations teams, to ensure client satisfaction 
and successful long-term business relationships. 


For a detailed job description go to the Careers section on the VITL website at 
vitl.net/about/careers. To apply, please email a cover letter and resume to hr@vitl.net. 

NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE. 


RN's, LPN's and LNA's 

OFFERING NEWLY ADJUSTED RATES! 
RN’s starting at $24-$28 based on experience 
LPN’s starting at $20-$23 based on experience 
LNA’s starting at $13-$15 based on experience 


Sign-on bonus and tuition assistance 
available for ALL positions! 
APPLY TODAY @ 

pinesrutland.com 


Mansfield hall 

Mansfield Hall is an innovative residential college support 
program for students with diverse learning needs. 

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT LIFE 

Seeking a person with the dynamic skill-set to supervise direct 
service staff, case manage and coach students, partner with 
parents, and build a cohesive team and strong community. The 
ideal candidate will possess a master’s degree in social work or in 
a related field, have residential program experience, a background 
in mental health and/or educational programming, strong writing 
skills, and a commitment to ongoing professional development 

Applicant information available at 
mansfieldhall.org/employment. 

Apply: jasmine@mansfieldhall.org. 


HOWARD 

CENTER 

Help is here. 

Developmental Services 

Seeking, Shared Living Providers! 

Seeking Patient Shared Living Provider(s) to support a self-aware 
22 -year-old who enjoys socializing , art, writing and baking. This 
individual is looking for an open-minded provider(s) able to set firm 
but kind expectations, and create a calm and safe environment for them 
and their two cars. Providers without dogs are ideal. Female providers) 
preferred due to shared living space. Compensation: $22,000 tax-free 

Interested candidates contact lreid@howardcenter.org or call 488-6563. 



A 




POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
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I Coburn I 
SFeeley I 

I PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. INC. I 

Property 

Manager 


Established firm seeks 
experienced person to 
manage senior living 
community in 



Named one of the Best Places to Work in Vermont, Fuse is 
a brand strategy, experiential, creative, social and digital 
communications agency that specializes in marketing to 
Gen Z and Millennials - teens and young adults. We believe 
that life should be a balance of making deadlines and making 
first chair on a powder day. 

Want to join us? Fuse is hiring for the following positions: 

ASSOCIATE ACCOUNT MANAGER, BRAND STRATEGY 
ACCOUNT MANAGER, BRAND STRATEGY 
JUNIOR DESIGNER 

Visit us at fusemarketing.com/jobs 
to learn more and to apply. 


This position is part-time, 

25 hours-per-week, 
Monday-Friday. 

Job requires excellent people 
and communication skills, 
as well as experience with 
Excel, Word and Word Perfect. 
Property management 
experience preferred. 

Salary S18-S20 per hour 
depending on experience. 


Please forward cover letter 

and resume by email to: 

STEPHANIE CASAVANT 

Vice President 

Coburn & Feeley Property 

Management: 

sea savant# 

coburnfeeley.com 


r> 
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Looking for 
a Sweet Job? 

Our new. mobile-friendly 
job board is buzzing 
with excitement. 


Start applying at 

jobs.sevendaysvt.com 



Bread Loaf Corporation, Vermont's integrated company of architects, 
planners and builders is excited to add a Designer to its highly 
successful and diversified Architecture department. 


^DESIGNER 



to M working in a team environment and are interested in the design/build 
approach. 

I HI Ideal candidates will have a professional degree from an accredited 

H school of architecture and a minimum of five years of experience 
doing commercial, industrial and institutional work. He or she must 
.be proficient in Revit, Word and Excel. At Bread Loaf, Designers 
2^| are critical members of a project team - developing project designs, 
|> technical solutions, drawings, specifications, 
and project documents. 

Visit our website, www.breadloaf.com, 
for more information and to apply online. 

Th& State of Vermont 

Tor the people. ..the place . . . the possibilities. 

Vermont Psychiatric 
Care Hospital 


Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Ncrse 

REGISTERED NURSE II 

New Compensation Plan Implemented 

Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital (VPCH), a 25 bed state- 
of-the-art, progressive facility providing excellent care in 
a recovery-oriented, safe, respectful environment, has 
immediate openings for Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Nurses 
on all shifts. Whether you are a nurse seeking a career path 
or looking for a change where you can make a difference 
in the changing landscape of mental health care, there's a 
rewarding opportunity at VPCH. This is an exciting opportunity 
for experienced nurses. In addition to an excellent benefits 
package, tuition reimbursement and loan repayment assistance 
may be available for eligible applicants. 

Apply Online at www.careers.vermont.gov. 

Registered Nurse II 

(Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Nurse) 

Job Opening ID# 619338 
Registered Nurse II 

(Psychiatric Clinical Specialty Nurse-Temporary) 

Job Opening ID# 620159 

For more information, please contact Scott Perry 

at scott.perry@vermont.gov. 
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Community Health Team Social Worker 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 


• Join the Community Health Improvement Team, where we are 
nationally recognized for leading the way in comprehensive 
health care for our community members! 

Qualified Candidates Will Have: 

• MSW and current license to practice in Vermont. 


University Vermont 

MEDICAL CENTER 


UVMHealth.org/MedCenterCareers 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 02.22.17-03.01.17 



-5 years clinical care and 


CHEESEMAKER 
AND A PROCESSING 
COORDINATOR 


Come join the Shelburne Farms Cheese Team! Currently looking 
Tor a Cheesmaker and a Processing Coordinator 
For more information go to 

shelburnefarms.org/about/join-our-team 



Revitalizing Waterbury seeks 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 


To provide economic development services 
to the Village and Town of Waterbury. 


More info and full job description at 
revitalizingwaterbury.org. 
Application deadline is March 3, 201 7. 
Please send letter, resume and 3 references to 

info@revitalizingwaterbury.org. 


WANTED 

LIVE-IN 

CAREGIVER 

for 91 year old gentleman. 
Looking for a compassionate, 
quiet, kind caregiver to live 
with and help care for my 
91-yr-old father. Lovely 
house in Fairfax on Main St. 
with large yard and deck. 
Private room with 1/2 bath, 
includes tv and wifi. Full 
use of deck, yard, garden 
space, etc Free rent and 
negotiable weekly stipend 
in exchange for live-in 
care/ companionship / 
night presence/ light 
housecleaning/ preparing 
meals/ etc. References req. 

Please call 488-0767 
or 656-8147 
or 370-2666. 

URGENT NEED. 


« Very Flexible Part-time or 
Full-time Schedules, 
s;. Evening & Weekend Shifts 

# Competitive Wages 
<x Generous Discount 

# The BEST Customers & Cowoi eis 


DISTRIBUTION CENTER: 

Catamount Industrial Park 
947 Route 7 South 
Milton, VT 05468 
Job Hotline: 660-3J0B 


GARDENER'S 

V* SUPPLY COMPANY w 

Distribution Center 

Spring Job Fairs 

Tuesdays, February 28 
and March 7 & 14 
3:00-5:30 PM 

We have SEASONAL distribution center 
positions through JUNE 



SUMMER CAMP 
EDUCATORS 
& FARMYARD 
EDUCATORS 

Shelburne Farms is a 
nonprofit organization and 
a 1,400-acre working farm, 
forest, and National Historic 
Landmark in Shelburne. We 


eekingse 


DnalSun 


Camp Educators, especially 
those with a lifeguard 
certification, to teach 10 
weeks of onsite day camp 
for ages 4-17. Additionally, 


tn-based 


i and agriculture 
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Customer Service & 
Accounting Clerks 

Seeking 2 dynamic 
individuals to complement 
our small office (1 full time; 

1 part time). We're looking 
for people who are friendly, 
hardworking and thrive in 
a fast-faced environment. 
Are you genuinely excited 
to help customers? If you're 
patient, empathetic and 
passionately communicative, 
we want to meet you. While 
managing a large volume 
of incoming calls, you'll be 
asked to work as a team to 


If you have a background 
in scheduling service calls, 
ordering parts, managing 
maintenance plans and/or 
are familiar with the nuances 


Mechanical offers great 
benefits in a supportive and 
encouraging environment. 
Resumes may be sent to: 

KC Mechanical, Inc. 

162 Jimmo Drive, Suite 3 
Colchester, VT 05446 
dianec@kcmechanical.com 
kcmechanical.com 


ft 

ITI 
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Looking for 
a Sweet Job? 

Our new, mobile-friendly 
job board is buzzing 
with excitement. 


?JjS| VERMONT 

i O WORKS 

■l. d FDR WOflEN 


IMPACT GIRLS' LIVES 
Come join our Summer Staff! 

ROSIE’S GIRLS AND DIRT 
DIVAS INSTRUCTORS 

Vermont Works for Women is seeking seasonal instructors to 
help girls develop grit, connection, and expanded possibilities 
through fun summer camp activities like rock climbing, 
mountain biking, carpentry, welding, and STEM activities. 
Instructors will serve as positive role models for girls entering 
6th, 7th, and 8th grades. 

Please view the full job descriptions 
and apply as directed on our website: 

vtworksforwomen.org/about/employment/jobs. 



LOCAL FIRST VERMONT 

PROGRAM 

MANAGER 

Encourage Vermonters to shop local 
and support our communities! 


Vermont Businesses for Social Responsibility (VBSR) seeks a part-time 
(20 hrs/wk) Program Manager to lead VBSR s Local First Vermont (LFVT) 
Program: manage the development, sales, marketing and distribution of 
the Buy Local Resource Guide and Coupon Book and mobile app; educate 
the public on the advantages of supporting a local economy; and hire and 
supervise employees for LFVT products, programs and services. Qualified 
candidates will have excellent communication and organizational skills plus 
experience with sales and digital marketing. VBSR offers a fun and engaging 
work environment and competitive compensation package, loin us! 


NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE. 


d 
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Start applying at 

jobs.sevendaysvt.com 


TheNature 

Conservancy 


Associate Director of Philanthropy 


Want to help save the planet? THE NATURE CONSERVANCY in 
Vermont seeks a dynamic professional to serve as its full-time 
Associate Director of Philanthropy. This is an exceptional career 
opportunity for a highly motivated, capable individual interested 
in joining the world's leading conservation organization. 

We are seeking an energetic and dedicated professional with 
proven success in relational philanthropy who works best in a 
fast-paced environment and enjoys being on the road and out 
with donors. Our ideal candidate will want to work in a long 
term partnership with leadership to develop and implement 
strategies to build a robust roster of engaged donors, have a 
deep commitment to conservation, and the ability to build and 
leverage strong community relationships in Vermont 
The Associate Director of Philanthropy works as part of the 
philanthropy team to coordinate and implement effective 
multi-year strategies for gift prospects, including corporate, 
foundation, and individual donors. She/he will play a critical 
role in prospect identification, cultivation, solicitation, and 
stewardship for a potential campaign and beyond and manage 
of portfolio of 100+ donors. 

We have a fantastic office environment located in Montpelier 
and offer a competitive salary with great benefits. Bachelor's 
degree and 5 years' related experience or equivalent 
combination required. For a complete position description and 
to apply, visit tinyurl.com/zv337wp. The application deadline is 
Midnight EST March 19,2017. 


CASCADE 


Looking to be a part of a growing National 
Company that has a positive impact 
on the environment? 

CASCADE Environmental provides a full range of 
environmental investigation, drilling and remediation 
services and technologies. Our goal is to recruit train 
and retain new and experienced employees for rewarding 
careers. We are actively seeking candidates for our 
CASCADE Technical Services division that focuses on 
high resolution site characterization and subsurface 
investigation. 

Do you have the desire to learn, contribute and grow with 
us? Visit goo.gl/9ZnGy8 to find out if any of the exciting 
career opportunities located in our Montpelier location 
are right for you. 

Project Analytical Chemist 
Senior Project Manager 
Business Unit Manager 

CASCADE OFFERS a COMPETITIVE COMPENSATION 
PACKAGE AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN A DYNAMIC, 
HIGHLY SKILLED TEAM WITH REAL POTENTIAL FOR 
GROWTH. 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS. 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 
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WINOOSKI DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Positions Open 


EO II - Facilities 

This position provides essential services associated with 
maintaining the O'Brien Community Center, Winooski Senior 
Center, Dog Parks and occasionally other City buildings 
and facilities under the direction of the Deputy Director of 
Public Works. The EON - Facilities position executes routine 
maintenance and also coordinates outsourced repair and 
maintenance of the City's physical assets. 

EO II - Water Resources 

The EON - Water Resources works under the direction of the 
Utility Manager to execute duties including, but not limited 
to, the operation and maintenance of the City’s underground 
municipal water distribution, waste water collection, and 
storm water conveyance systems. This position’s primary 
focus is basic to moderate water resources maintenance and 
operations. 


For additional information about these positions, 
pleasevisit our website at 



New England 
Federal Credit Union 


New England Federal Credit Union, Vermont's largest Credit Union with 7 branch locations, 
is a growing organization committed to excellence in service, convenience, and simplicity. 
NEFCU offers a stable, supportive, high-standards work environment, where employees are 
treated as key stakeholders. Please visit our website, www.nefcu.com, to learn more 
about the great opportunities and benefits that exist at NEFCU. 


Mortgage Investor Reporting Specialist 

Water Tower Hill, Colchester 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-5 

The primary duties of this position are to reconcile monthly mortgage investor & commercial 
participation remittances and to monitor cash flows to investors. The person in this role 
will be expected to perform more complex loan transactions within the mortgage servicing 
system including foreclosures, bankruptcy pre-petition and post-petition payments and short 
sales. The integrity of the Mortgage Loan Servicing database will be supported through ad 
hoc reporting and error resolution. The person in this role will also assist the supervisor in 
identification and resolution of servicing software issues. 

It will be helpful for the successful candidate to have knowledge of the mortgage and 
commercial loan servicing, FHLMC, VHFA and FHLB/MPF investor reporting guidelines 
as well as in depth knowledge of Phoenix, FHLMC Service Loans, and VHFA software 
applications. In depth loan accounting knowledge, proficiency with Microsoft Word, Excel 
and report writing tools will be necessary to be successful in this position. This position also 
requires excellent analytical and decision making skills. This position is part of the Mortgage 
Loan Servicing Group. 

Full and Part-time Teller Positions Available 

Chittenden County Offices 

Vermont's largest credit union is growing and has a full-time teller opportunity available for 
the right person. Preferred candidates will present a responsible work history preferably in a 
retail environment and be comfortable and skilled with face to face communication. 
Successful candidates for this position will provide friendly, fast and accurate service to 
members. The ability to explain our various products and services as well as the ability to 
recognize and suggest solutions to our members will be necessary. 

This position requires standing and/or sitting at a computerized work station. Daily member 
interactions include cash handling and processing of all member transactions. Extensive 
keyboarding and the ability to use multiple system applications are required. This position 
requires occasional lifting of coins and cash, up to 20 pounds. 

Qualified applicants should submit a complete resume and cover letter (hr@nefcu.com) 
illustrating reasons for interest and further qualification or visit our website to complete an 
online application. 


NEFCU enjoys an employer of choice distinction with turnover averaging less than 10%. More 
than 96% of our 1 65 staff say NEFCU is a great place to work. (201 6 Annual Staff Survey) If you 
believe you have the qualifications to contribute to this environment, please send your resume 
and cover letter and salary history to hr@nefcu.com. 


www.winooskivt.org. 


nefcu.com 


EOE/AA 
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If* not if* oi lif&*t^I& 

Spring is just around the comer! We're looking for avid gardeners, 
reliable and quick learners who are enthusiastic, outgoing, upbeat, 
flexible, team-oriented and who will thrive in a busy store! Ability 
to work weekends is a must. 

Gardener's Supply Garden Center Job Fairs 

Thursdays, February 23, March 2nd & 9th • 3:00 - 5:30 PM 
Williston Garden Center: 472 Marshall Avenue, Williston 

Full and part-time positions available in Burlington & Williston. 

Inside Customer Service Associates: Customer service, gardening 
knowledge and POS experience strongly preferred. 

Outside Customer Service: Positions available in all departments 
wholesale, nursery, perennials and annuals. Excellent service skills 
and horticultural knowledge required. 

Wholesale Sales Coordinator: Customer service, landscaping 
knowledge and POS experience strongly preferred. 

Campus Gardeners: Gardening experience required. 

Yard Associates: experience with heavy equipment & valid 
driver's license required. 

Delivery & Installation Associates: Landscaping experience 
preferred, valid driver's license. 

Live Goods & Hard Goods Receivers: Inventory experience, strong 
attention to detail required. 

For more information, call our jobs hotline: 660-3518 or 
www.aardeners.com . Download our job application TODAY 
and bring it to our job fair! 


I 


YOU WILL FIND 

SUCCESS 


1 


with our new, mobile-friendly job board. 

Job seekers can: 

• Browse hundreds of current, 

local positions from Vermont companies. 

• Search for jobs by keyword, 
location, category and job type. 

• Set up job alerts. 

• Apply for jobs directly through the site. 


START APPLYING AT J0BS.SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



Property Manager 


Downstreet Property Management in Barre seeks a full time Property Manager responsible 
for the day-to-day operations of 200 units of multi-family apartments and mobile home lots 
in Bradford, Barre, Montpelier and Williamstown. This multi-faceted job requires a special 
person to embrace and balance the inherent tensions of rent collection, lease enforcement 
and rigid regulatory compliance with the love of connecting with others. Promote 
accountability among staff and residents and enhance the quality of life in our numerous 
diverse housing communities. 

For details, please visit downstreet.org/about-us/employment-opportunities or mail 
cover letter and resume to HR, 22 Keith Avenue, Suite 1 00, Barre VT 05641 . 


Downstreet is an equal opportunity employer. 


Vermont 


PART-TIME PHYSICIANS 

Department for Children and Families - Disability Determination Services 
Would you enjoy stable, challenging work on a schedule that meets your needs in a 
collegial office environment where you use your clinical expertise to provide medical 
consultation to disability adjudicators? 

Are you looking for an opportunity for a new or supplemental part time career outside 
a clinical setting while expanding your knowledge of unusual, potentially disabling 
conditions and their treatment? 

The Vermont Disability Determination Services is seeking to contract with part-time 
physicians with current, unrestricted Vermont licensure (M.D. or D.O.) to provide 
consultation services in review and assessment of medical case files for disability 
applications. 

Training is provided, and the work is performed at the Disability Determination Office 
in Waterbury, VT on a flexible schedule during regular work hours with no patient care 
responsibilities. 

For details, questions, and application materials, contact DDS Director 
Trudy Lyon-Hart at 802-241-2464 or Trudy.Lyon-Hart@ssa.gov 

All applications must be received no later than 4:00 PM Friday, March 3, 2017. 

For more details regarding the Medical Consultant position go to 

http://www.vermontbusinessregistry.com/BidPreview.aspx?BidlD=19211 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS. 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



i self-starter and 
ated experience. 


Blodgett offers a supportive team 
environment and competitive pay. 


i equal opportunity employer. 


BLODGETT 


STARTING PAY 

$ 16 25 


(T^j Market Force 

Email or mail resume/cover letter to: 
Lynn Wolski, Director of H.R. 
employment@blodsett.com 
44 Lakeside Avenue. 
Burlington. VT 05401 
(or stop by to fill out an application) 


We Want You ! 


FULLTIME positions available 
l sl and 2 nd Shifts: 


MIG Welders & TIG Welders 
Forklift Operator 
Mfg. Assemblers 
General Helpers 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 02.22.17-03.01.17 
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VSAC 


Help Vermonters pursue their education goals! 

Web Programmer/Analyst 


We’re all about mission at Vermont Student Assistance Corporation (VSAC). Help us fulfill 
our mission of providing all Vermont students with information and financial resources to 
reach their educational goals. You’ll work in a relaxed yet challenging environment which 
will enable you to be creative while working with a team of professionals to advance our 
mission. We offer many topnotch benefits, plus a fabulous onsite fitness room & cafe. 

We’re seeking a programmer for web-based applications with some knowledge of database 
administration. Preferred candidates will have experience using Java based technologies such 
as: Groovy/Grails, Spring MVC, or Apache Struts. Must be able to demonstrate a proven 
track record of learning and applying new technology, experience in database administration 
using SQL server and DB2, experience working with business users to create and analyze 
requirements, troubleshoot issues, and the ability to support and enhance existing systems. 
Our ideal candidate will be a creative thinker who has a Bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Science, a related field of study or equivalent experience, one to three years’ related full stack 
application development, excellent communication skills, the ability to work independently 
as well as with large project teams, and the proven ability to design, develop and n 
software. 

VSAC offers a dynamic, professional env 
generous benefits package. Apply on line at vsac.org ni 

VERMONT STUDENT ASSISTANCE CORPORATION 
PO Box 2000 
Winooski, VT 05404 

EOE/MINOR1T1ES/FEM ALES/VET/DISABLED 

v VSAC.org 


I THE ARBORS 

<t( SHELBURNE 


RN, LPN & LNA OPENINGS 

The Arbors at Shelburne is a Benchmark Senior Living 
community focused on caring for individuals with memory 
related diseases. We offer competitive wages and benefit 
packages. We currently have openings for 


NURSES - RN OR LPN 

part-time or per diem 

LICENSED NURSING 
ASSISTANTS 

full or part time on all shifts 
must hold a valid Vermont LNA license 


Please call to schedule an interview or stop in to comp 
an application. 

The Arbors at Shelburne 
Attn: Human Resources 
687 Harbor Road 
Shelburne, VT 05482 
802-985-8600 

phurteau@bencbmarkquality.com 

A Benchmark Assisted Living Community, EOE. 


ri-Mark 


Maintenance Mechanic 
Technician 

Middlebury 

Agri-Mark has a full-time immediate opening for a THIRD 
SHIFT Maintenance Mechanic Technician to work in i 
Middlebury, VT facility. Flexible work schedule required, 
including rotating weekends, and working scheduled holidays. 
Preferred candidate will have a journeyman’s electrical license 
and/or strong PLC experience. The candidate should be well 
versed in VFDs, pneumatics, and production plant equipment. 
Must be able to work both independently and as a team 
member. Excellent troubleshooting and maintaining plant 
equipment in a food production environment. 

Position provides 40+ hours per week, paid leave, and paid 
holidays. Agri-Mark offers a competitive starting wage and an 
excellent benefits package. This includes health, dental and 
vision insurance, 401(k), pension plan, and much more. 
Agri-Mark 
Attn: Ashley LeBlanc 


Middlebury, VT 05753 

EOE M/F/D/V 
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Re Arch 


COMPANY 


_ 


Pre-Qualification Statements 


ReArch Company is the Construction Manager on the above referenced 
project and is seeking subcontractor pre-qualification and bids on the 
following trades: 

Selective Demolition, Concrete, Masonry Restoration, 
1 Metals, Wood, Plastics & Composites, Roofing & 
j Insulation, Openings (Windows Si Doors), Finishes 
I (Drywall, ACT Ceiling, Finish Painting, Floor 
• Refinishing Si Gym Floor Stripping), Specialties 
j (Operable Partitions, Gym Equipment Si Toilet 
Accessories), Equipment (Appliances), Furnishings 
(Library Si Classroom Casework Si Shelving), 

Fire Protection, Plumbing Si F1VAC, Electrical, 
i Communication Si Safety, Earthwork, Exterior 
I Improvements Si Utilities. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

| The 145,000 SF Williston Central School, located 
' in Williston village, was built in several stages. This 
- project is a large deferred maintenance and code 
update project. Pre-qualification criteria has been 
established for this project whether you have done 
work with ReArch Company in the past or not. 
Interested subcontractors are required to submit their 
pre-qualification on a standard AIA A-305 form 
no later than March 17th @ 2pm. All pre-qualified 
subcontractors will be notified of their status no later 
than April 14th, 2017. Subcontractor bids will be due 
no later than May 17th, 2017 @ 2 p.m. 

; All AIA A-305 pre-qualification and bids must be 
submitted directly to the below contact from ReArch 
I Company. 

REARCH COMPANY 
55 COMMUNITY DR, SUITE #402 
SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT 05403 
ATTN: MAJKEN POLEY 
MAJKENP@REARCHCOMPANY.COM 
(802)-863-8727X213 



ASK-int Tag is a premier manufacturer of RFID products. At ASK, quality is always 
paramount and we take great pride in satisfying our customers with the very best 
products and services we can provide. Currently, we have several job opportunities 
available at our Essex Junction facility. 


Quality Manager 


This key position will lead all ASK-intTag quality functions and manage the company's internal 
quality processes.The incumbent will plan, coordinate and direct a quality assurance program 
designed to ensure production is consistent with established standards and customer 
specifications by either performing the duties personally or through subordinates. This position 
ill also provide technical expertise in manufacturing programs including: Six Sigma DMAIC. Lean 
Manufacturing, SPC, and root cause/corrective action and problem solving to assure compliance 
with customer and regulatory requirements. 

Quality Assurance Analyst 

The QAAnalyst will execute the quality function within the ASK-intTag quality assurance 
program by performing the duties assigned, and by being a "subject matter leader" in QA 
processes. Also, the incumbent will provide guidance and coaching for manufacturing in: 
DMAIC, Statistical Process Control, root cause/corrective action and problem solving, assuring 
compliance with customer and regulatory requirements. 

Production Team Members 

Production team members will contribute an excellent work ethic and attention to detail 
toward the manufacture of ASK's quality RFID products and services. Positions are currently 
available on 2nd and 3rd shifts with a shift differential offered. Minimum requirements for an 
entry-level position on the production floor include a high school diploma or equivalent, the 
ability to operate different pieces of equipment and a commitment to achieving excellence in 


ASK-intTag offers its employees a benefits package which includes medical coverage ai 
40 1 (k) participation after completing 60 days of satisfactory service. 

To apply for any of the positions above, 
please forward a resume with cover letter to: 

ASK-int Tag, LLC 
Attn: Demetra Fisher, HR Mgr 
1000 River Street, Mailbox 169 
Essex junction, VT 05452 

or if preferred, submit a cover letter and resume by e-mail to: 

dfisher@ask-inttag.com. 


k. — 

with our new, mobile-friendly job board. 

YOU WILL FIND M 

jSUCCESSj 

Job seekers can: 

• Browse hundreds of current, local positions from Vermont companies. 

• Search for jobs by keyword, location, category and job type. 

, • Set up job alerts. 

• Apply for jobs directly through the site. 


START APPLYING AT JOBS.SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! IPgWiflfiBgl 
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Pl atts burgh 


Museum Collections Manager 

For position details and application process, visit 
jobs.plattsburgli.edu and select “View Current Openings.” 



Crisis Assessment Clinician - First Call for Chittenden County 

‘New positions* Interested in challenging and rewarding work? Join this well-supported, growing team 
of professionals. Provide high-quality assessment to children and adults experiencing a mental health 
emergency. Clinicians are mobile throughout Chittenden County responding to homes, schools, the 
hospital, police departments and other community locations. Master's in a mental health held required; 
license or licensure track strongly preferred. This is a lull-time position with alternative hours — inquire 
for details. $41,008.50 plus additional $2,000 for licensure. Job ID# 3648, 3725 & 3726 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Building Cleaning Services Technician 

Seeking a dependable individual to complete special projects and to substitute when coworkers are 
absent. Special projects include shampooing carpets, waxing floors and cleaning windows. Must have 
a flexible schedule. Valid driver's license and transportation required. Job ID # 3710 

MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES 

Lakeview Program Coordinator/Nurse 

Seeking compassionate, hardworking nurse to provide recovery-focused supports to adults with 
mental health/co-occurring substance use challenges living in our Lakeview Community Care Home. 
This position includes supervision of Residential Counselors, Cooks and Substitute Staff. We are 
seeking someone who is patient and insightful who will be a leader and role model for staff and work 
collaboratively with a larger supervisory team. Some on-call availability required. Excellent benefits 
and paid time off. RN State of Vermont licensure required. Come join our team! FT. Job ID# 3717 

CHILD. YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES 

Clinician - School Services 

Howard Center's School Services Progtam currently has several full-time School Services Clinician 
positions open throughout Chittenden County. Our program has long-standing partnerships with 
schools and uses a clinical social work model to offer therapeutic and case management services for 
students, families and teams. Strong supervisory support is a top priority for the leadership team. 
Applicants must have backgrounds in social work, psychology or mental healdi counseling and must 
be licensed or mental-health license eligible. $41,008.50 plus additional $2,000 for licensure. Job 
ID# 3544, 3625, 3670 & 3697 

For more information, please visit howardcentercareers.org. 
Howard Center offers an excellent benefits package including health, 
dental, and life insurance, as well as generous paid time off for all 
regular positions scheduled 20-plus-hours-per-week. 

Applicants needing assistance or an accommodation in completing the online application should feel free 
to contact Human Resources at 488-6950 or hrhelpdesk@howardcenter.org. 


Become the teacher who inspired you in only 8 months. 

Transition to teaching with Champlain's accredited Teacher 
Apprenticeship Program (TAP). Our fast-track to a teacher's 
license is designed for new & midcareer professionals wanting 
to teach grades 5-1 2. 

Attend our Information Session to learn more. 

Wednesday, February 22, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Champlain College, 175 lakeside Ave., Burlington 

Register at tapvt.org 
or Call 802.651.5844. 


CHAMPLAIN VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT CENTRAL OFFICE 


PAYROLL, BENEFITS & FISCAL 
SERVICES SPECIALIST 


IMMEDIATE OPENING 

Champlain Valley School District (Chittenden South 
Supervisory Union) has an opening for a Payroll, Benefits & 
Fiscal Services Specialist for its Central Office staff on the 
Human Resources & Fiscal Services team. This is a full time 
full year, 1.0 FTE position, for 40 hours per week. 

General job responsibilities will include payroll processing, 
benefits counseling, account reconciliation, accounts payable, 
staffing reports, governmental reporting, benefits processing, 
data entry, and other related payroll, benefits and fiscal 
activities as directed. 

The ideal candidate will have experience in the day to day 
operations of payroll, benefits, accounts payable and other 
financial processing, Microsoft Excel, and state and federal 
reporting. The individual should be a positive, team-oriented 
employee, able to function in a fast paced, high volume 
environment, possess excellent customer service skills, 
and be detail oriented, with a proven ability to successfully 
manage multiple competing demands. 

Experience with Tyler Technology Munis software or other 
enterprise resource planning system, worker's compensation 
administration, leave administration and other employee 
benefit programs is preferred but not required, as is prior 
experience in governmental accounting and financial 
reporting. Prior work experience in a school setting is 
desired. 

Applications should be submitted via schoolspring.com. 

A direct link to this position can be found at cssu.org under 
the employment opportunities listing. Applications accepted 
until the position is filled, however preference will be given to 
those received by Monday, March 6, 2017. 






SKI & RIDE 

WITH THE PUNT! 


GET 

HALF-PRICE 

LIFT TICKETS WITH YOUR 
BUTTON AND COUPON BOOK 

THEN HANG FOR THE APRES 
SKI & RIDE PARTY 
WITH LOTS OF PRIZES! 

Gel all the infe al peintfm.cem 


The. , . 

point 

■ Independent Radio 


104 


BURLINGTON 


93.7 MIDDLEBURY 

104.7 & 100.3 MONTPELIER 
95.7 THE NORTHEAST KINGDOM 
103.1 & 107.7 THE UPPER VALLEY 


made passible by 

UURTOnE] 


HARPOON! MCMAHON 

CHEVY - BUICK * 01KII?®®? 

Hfe Make Deals the Other Guys MbnW 

Celebrating 40 years! Bifferenl en Purpose since 1977 ... The Peinl! 
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eat this week 

TASTY BITS FROM THE CALENDAR AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



Jump for Juice 




tuesday, february 28th - 7 PM to 10 PM 
tickets $10 at flynntix.org 

MARDI GRAS 

a benefit for the TOM SUSTIC FUND 

LIVE CAJUN & 
ZYDECO MUSIC 

planet zydeco - yankee chank - alec ellsworth & katie trautz 

HOTEL VERMONT - JUNIPER HALL 

— £B t= *** 




Bohemian Rhapsody 

Bohemian Bakery brings carefully crafted pastries to a wider audience 



U nder an elderberry tree, a 
couple sat at a small, round 
metal table darkened with 
patina. He untied a piece of 
twine from his paper-wrapped salmon- 
salad sandwich and knotted it tenderly 
around her wrist, where it would stay 
until time and sweat wore it away. 

Nearby, novelist Howard Norman, 
hands waving to punctuate his points, 
was talking to cartoonist Ed Koren over 
cappuccinos and a custard-filled Danish. 
The door to the bakery — a small, yellow 
outbuilding across the driveway from an 
1835 farmhouse — was closed to keep 
in the air conditioning, but the line of 
hungry people snaked across the lawn, 
do2ens deep. 

This scene, and many like it, occurred 
at Bohemian Bakery in its original in- 
carnation as a Sunday-only pop-up at 
the East Calais home of Annie Bakst and 
Robert Hunt Beginning in December 
2010 — with a schedule dictated by the 
vagaries of weather and the owners’ 
stamina — the pair and their helpers 
cooked and served traditionally made, 
European-style pastries and a small 
selection of coffee concoctions for just 
four hours a week. 

Visitors bought the goods, settled on 
the lawn and, in warm weather, often 
had to be reminded to leave at the end 
of the day. It was glorious and fun — and, 
for the couple, overwhelming. “You can 
only serve so many people before the 
system starts to break down," says Hunt. 
“Every single Sunday, after three days 
of grinding work, I’d fall on the couch, 
and I’d say to Annie, ‘I’m never going to 
do this again.’” The following Sunday, 
they’d do it again. 

In autumn of 2016, those summer 
Sundays ended abruptly — because the 
pair was working behind the scenes to 
bring their treats to a new audience. In 
early February, Bakst and Hunt opened 
a cafe at 78 Barre Street in Montpelier. 
Bright and airy and open five days a 
week, it gives more locals access to the 
flaky, buttery, fruity, creamy treats that 
Hunt and his pastry chefs make with 
virtuosity. 

On a busy Friday in the sun-streaked 
bakery, Chelsea Brochu and Neillea Dee 
are shaping croissants. Hunt joins them 
to laminate some dough, deftly dimpling 


it with his fingers before folding it over 
a pound of chilled butter that has been 
beaten flat with a rolling pin. 

He’s been in the business since 1973, 
when he took a job as a “clean-up boy” at 
a California bakery. A few years later, the 
English major got a gig as a baker's ap- 
prentice in Fresno. “I showed up at four 
in the morning, and no one else showed 
up, so I got the job,” he recalls. 

Over the years, Hunt learned to bake 
bread and roast coffee, and he gradually 
perfected his pastries. “As a journeyman, 
you go on a journey and leam from a lot 


of different people,” he says. “My jour- 
neyman period lasted for 30 years.” 

In that time, he learned to make 
Danishes from a Dane and worked with 
bakers from Italy, France and Germany. 
In 2003, the couple moved to Vermont, 
converted a garage into a bakery and, 
for more than a decade, supplied local 
co-ops with loaves from their wood- 
fired oven — until the demands of their 
Sunday pop-up led them to make pastry 
the priority. 

Hunt’s hard-won expertise shows in 
his wares. “So many bakeries use just 


one or two doughs [for all of their prod- 
ucts],” says Bakst a little tartly. “We use 
the appropriate dough for the appropri- 

Bakst and Hunt are nothing if not 
opinionated. When they’re working the 
counter — Hunt making espresso from 
house-roasted beans and Bakst selling 
the sweets — their cheery irascibility is 
fun for some and shocking to others. 

“It took me until very recently to 
embrace my inner curmudgeon," Hunt 
says, flashing an impish grin. “I’m get- 
ting grumpier as I get older, and I don’t 
have a lot of time to waste on frivolities, 
so I can come off as being kind of short." 
He admits that it took him decades to 
realize he’s actually an introvert For her 
part Bakst can be as sweet or as acerbic 
as a lemon tart. 

Customers are wont to get an earful if 
they try to get a macchiato with a splash 
of hazelnut syrup, or a cappuccino with 
anything but whole cow’s milk. Hunt’s 
objection to such things is partly aes- 
thetic: “I think soy milk and rice milk 
taste terrible, and I don’t want my coffee 
wrecked with that,” he explains. In his 
view, a mocha isn’t a coffee drink; it's a 
“hot milkshake with whipped cream on 

Hunt’s opposition is also practical: 
When a barista has to concoct only a few 
different drinks, it streamlines the work. 
“Choice has created an environment in 
which you're so busy ... behind the bar 
that it slows service down," he says. “I 
want people to have more time to enjoy 
themselves and [spend] less time wait- 
ing for a beverage." 

Something similar goes for the pas- 
tries. Although a handful of Bohemian’s 
offerings are naturally gluten-free, the 
bakers don’t make an effort to provide 
such options. “We kind of rehearse some 
of [these explanations], because we 
know we're going to get blowback," says 
Bakst How do they explain the choice to 
embrace gluten and dairy to the exclu- 
sion of certain customers? “We have a 
fine selection of pastries that are made 
the authentic way. Tried and true," Bakst 
goes on. “You mess with that, and you 
lose something in translation.” 

Beyond their gruff exteriors, both 
Bakst and Hunt display genuine passion 
for their products and their community. 


and a joy in serving both. Hunt in par- 
ticular is willing to meet his customers 
with thoughtful frankness. Sitting at a 
round table between the bakery’s office 
and its kitchen, exhausted from the 
rigors of opening week, he talks to a 
reporter about grief and guilt as well as 
gluten, although much of the personal 
stuff is off the record. 

But one thing the couple wants on the 
record is their abiding affection for each 
other. "I wouldn’t be the person that I 


THE MENU IS AN 
AMALGAM, A MELANGE, 

A SMORGASBORD OF ALL 
THE STUFF I'VE LEARNED. 

ROBERT HUNT 

am without her,” Hunt says of Bakst, 
whom he met in the San Francisco 
Bay Area in 1996. “I never would have 
dreamed something like this would 
come together. It’s her; it’s us; it’s the 
heart of the story.” 

Less lyrical and more practical, 
Bakst likes to talk about milestones in 
her partner’s culinary training, praising 
his abilities and dropping the names of 
the Bay Area bakeries to which he was 
connected. 

The new cafe’s schedule gives the 
couple a chance to pass along what 
they’ve learned to a rising generation of 
bakers. “They are doing phenomenally 
well,” Hunt says of bakers Brochu and 
Dee. “They’re such a gift” He’s still 
steering the boat, teaching them the 
minute subtleties that separate a nice 
pastry from an exceptional one. 

For instance, “The key to making a 
good croissant is not the kind of flour 
or the land of butter,” Hunt says. “It 
has to do with fermentation more than 


food+drink 


anything else. It has a distinctive smell 
if done right. I train my staff to always 
be sniffing the starter. It’s not any kind 
of magic trick. When it comes to baking, 
nothing informs you more than your 
sense of smell.” 

When things go wrong, the results go 
in the trash. “We’re not going to try to 
salvage them and put them out to make 
money,” Hunt says. “I set the bar, and I 
never deviate from it.” 

Which is why the goods that land 
on the counter are, 
without exception, fan- 
tastic. Take the kouign- 
amann, a Breton pastry 
made of dough folded 
around layers of butter 
and sugar, which turn 
to glassy caramel in the 
oven. Or the fruit tart 
— a short crust layered 
with pastry cream and 
almond cream, topped 
with strawberries, blue- 
berries and almonds. 

Customer Nick 
Ward, who dropped 
by the bakery on a 
busy Friday morning, 
noted that the spot has 
an almost magnetic effect When he 
drives down Barre Street, he says, “I 
can’t not come in. It’s like my car stops 
itself.” 

Those who made the pilgrimage to 
Calais for Bohemian Bakery’s Sundays 
will always remember the pleasure 
of biting into a piece of late-summer 
tomato tart while watching wild ducks 
land on Bakst and Hunt’s pond. While 
such experiences may be irreplaceable, 
at the new cafe, they’ll see all of their 
favorite treats: apple squares, quiche 
Lorraine, lemon-curd tarts, and moist 
almond cake with a layer of raspberry 
jam and chocolate ganache frosting. 
The selection, says Bakst, includes 
“the standards we've made since day 
one, and a couple of things to freshen 
it up for people who come every day.” 
In Hunt's words, “The menu is an 
amalgam, a melange, a smorgasbord of 
all the stuff I’ve learned.” 

And Sunday mornings are likely to 
bring the usual patrons — writers and 
chefs and people who simply love good 
food and well-brewed espresso — to 
squint in the light slanting through the 
cafe windows, talk about poetry, draw in 
sketchbooks, and fell in and out of love. © 

Contact: podhaizer@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 

Bohemian Bakery, 78 Barre Street. Montpe- 
lier. 461-8119. bohemianbakeryvt.com 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


5:30pm -9:30 pm 

call 802.764. 1 489 for reservations 


ESSEXRESORTSPA.COM | 70 ESSEX WAY | ESSEX JCT, 


BURGER I BEER DEAL 

FROM 4-6PM EVERY DAY! 




Say you saw 
it in... 


SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 
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FEBRUARY 22-MARCH 1. 2017 




Fancy footwork is on 
display when Nixmotion 
hits the Queen City. For the 
second year, this large-scale 
salsa dance convention, also 
known as a salsa congress, 
brings top-notch dancers 


City, Boston and beyond to 
Hilton Burlington for three 
days of moving and shaking. 
Lovers of Latin American 
steps let loose during 
professional showcases, 
workshops, concerts and 
social dances that carry on 
into the nighttime hours. 
Revelers who still haven't 
gotten their fill can cut a 
rug until the sun comes up 
at after-parties with themes 
such as Neon Night, Pyjama 
: Sinners. 


Night and i 





List your upcoming event here for free! 


® 


SUBMISSION DEADLINES: 

ALL SUBMISSIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THURSDAY AT NOON FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE 
FOLLOWING WEDNESDAYS NEWSPAPER. 

FIND OUR CONVENIENT FORM AND GUIDELINES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT. 

YOU CAN ALSO EMAIL US AT CALENDAR@SEVENDAYSVT.COM. 

TO BE LISTED. YOU MUST INCLUDE THE NAME OF EVENT. A BRIEF DESCRIPTION. 

SPECIFIC LOCATION. DATE TIME COST AND CONTACT PHONE NUMBER. 

CALENDAR EVENTS IN SEVEN DAYS: 

LISTINGS AND SPOTLIGHTS ARE WRITTEN BY KRISTEN RAVIN. SEVEN DAYS EDITS FOR SPACE 
AND STYLE. DEPENDING ON COST AND OTHER FACTORS. CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS MAY 
BE LISTED IN EITHER THE CALENDAR OR THE CLASSES SECTION. WHEN APPROPRIATE CLASS 
ORGANIZERS MAY BE ASKED TO PURCHASE A CLASS LISTING. 


Yesterday Once More 


“When I find something I like, I really latch onto it,” songbird Sally Olson told Seven 
Days’ Eva Sollberger in a 2 016 episode ofher video series Stuck in Vermont For more 
than three years, the Rutland native has immersed herself in all things Carpenters. 
Fronted by crooner Karen Carpenter, the famed 1970s duo topped the charts with 
easy-listening numbers such as "We've Only Just Begun” and “Rainy Days and 
Mondays.” Olson and her band pay homage to the sister-brother act with their note- 
for-note Carpenters Tribute Concert, capturing the essence of the late singer right 



her hairstyle, costumes, makeup a 
gestures. Hist 


CARPENTERS TRIBUTE 
CONCERT 

February 25. 7:30 pm, at Spruce 
l Peak Performing Arts Center Stowe 
I Mountain Resort. $20-25. Info. 760- 
| 4634. sprucepeakarts.org 





Critical Analysis 


Love Scene 



In a TEDxBoston talk last year, activist and scholar Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor made a 
powerful statement: "One hundred and fifty years after emancipation, the country still 
requires a movement that makes the most basic of claims: that black lives matter." Taylor 
considers the Black Lives Matter movement as a catalyst for broad-scale black liberation 
in her 2016 book on the subject. Now, as the country’s 45th president makes his mark, 
the Princeton University assistant professor sounds off in the talk “#BlackLivesMatter 
in the Trump Era.” Hailed by fellow scholar Michelle Alexander for her “examination 
of the social, political and economic dimensions of 
the prevailing racial order,” Taylor enlightens 
listeners as part of the Will Miller Social 
Justice Lecture Series. 



Boy meets girl. Boy loses girl. Boy and girl reconnect over a play in 
which they portray lovers reunited. This quirky series of events propels 
contemporary playwright Sarah Ruhl’s romantic comedy Stage Kiss, put on 
by Essex Community Players. Kat Redniss of Essex Junction takes center 
stage opposite Burlington’s Ryan Morra as an actress brought face-to-face 
with her ex-lover as they star in the revival of a 1930s melodrama. Fantasy 
and reality begin to collide, leading to love and laughter in thisplay-within- 
a-play directed by Roya and Becky Millard. Be sure 
to stock up on snacks — all money raised from 
concessions benefits Outright Vermont. 


I 




calendar 




words 

PAINTED WORD POETRY SERIES: A program hlgh- 






WEDNESOAY WORKSHOP: CHAPTER FOCUS: Folks 

by Burlington Wnters Workshop members. 110 Main 
St, Suite 3C, Burlington, 6:30 p.m. Free: preregister at 
meetup.com; limited space. Info, 383-8104. 


Burlington. 4-5 p.m. Free. Info, 888-492-8218. ext. 303. 


THU. 23 


activism 

DISRUPTING VIOLENCE DISCUSSION & PRACTICE 



agriculture 

FUNDAMENTALS OF PRUNING FOR FRUIT TREES & 
SHRUBS: East Hill Tree Farm Nursery’s Nlcko Rubin 





LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 


POSTNATAL SELF-EMPOWERMENT: Mothers and 




12:15 p.m. Free; preregister. Info, 878-6955. 





health & fitness 



Fire Department 9-10 am $12. Info. 343-7160. 



A-YAMAHTTA TAYLOR: 77 


rmont Burlington, 7-8:30 p.i 


TOM BOWMAN: N; 


IE RED HOT LOVERS': See WED.22 


l an Artists Repertory theatre production. 


SPRING AWAKENING': 71 


IE CHERRY ORCHARD': 


URINETOWN: THE MUSICAL': [ 


th Burlington. 7 
rtmouthCollege 


jrlington. 6:30 p.m. $3: Hr 


Pi 


ct in Afghanistan and 
:Carthy Arts Center. Saint Michael's College, 
ter. 6-8 p.m. Free. Info, events@smcvt.edu. 


INTERNET SAFETY: Vermont Commons School stu- 
while surfing the World Wide Web. Champlain Senior 
12:30-1:30 pm Free: preregister. Info: 448-059S. g 


Lioemx 

o o k s 


AT BURLINGTON 
February 


THU 23 CRICKET COOPER: CHEMO 
6:30PM PILGRIM BOOK LAUNCH 

Learn about the author's joumei 


ABIGAIL CARROLL: 

A GATHERING OF LARKS 
BOOK LAUNCH 


HAROLD AND THE 
PURPLE CRAYON 

Storytime with City Market. F 


joins us for stoiytime in Essex and 
Burlington. Saturdays at uam. 


obsessed? 


Find, fix and feather with 
Nest Notes — an e-newsletter 
filled with home design, 
Vermont real estate tips 
and DIY 
decorating 
inspirations. 



Sign up today at 

sevendaysvt.com/enews. 



calendar 




SAT.25 


NORTHEAST KINGDOM SOLIDARITY DU 


DISCUSSION: A' 


rY PRESENTATION & 


CONNECTIONS 




Info. 656-304CL P § 

Burlington. Beginner lesson. 7:30 p.m.: dance. 8 
p.m. $10-15. Info, 864-8382. 

NIXMOTION: See FRI.24. 11-5 a.m. 


MEETING PLACE: 


* RADIOVERMONT 

JBRJDA 

^SHOWCASE 


Sunday, March 5™ | NOONto3 pm 

FREE ADMISSION! 




CAPITOL PLAZA 

Hotel & Conference Center 

20 X'A:lcr« in ^SSten^aavce “ ^frizes T C nueaiBCUJS 
$1,000 GiroiniJ ize G“iid€ciiiudciiii|I 


Presented By The Stations of 

RADIOVERMONT 





If GET YOUR 
the Jr GOGGLES 
m ON! 

• Swim lessons for ages 
6 months to adults 

• New session starts the 
week of March 7 

• Register now! Call Jess to 
determine level, 652-8143 

www.gbymca.org 



$24*99 


Research Experiences for 
High School Students 
and Teachers 


Vermont EPSCoR supports high school 
teams of a teacher and two students to 
conduct independent research on 
stream ecology, water quality and land 
use management. 
Applications due by March 20 
Participating teachers receive a $1 ,000 
stipend and $1 .000 in 
equipment funds for their school! 

Teams receive free room and board 
during a summer training week at Saint 
Michael's College. 


Sscwdd 

r " EPSCoR ~ 


Say you saw it in... 


SEVEN DAYS 






UST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVI 


WINOOSKI'S HISTORY & HERITAGE: The Onion 



Vermont Genealogy Library. Fort Ethan Allen. 
Colchester. 10:30 a.m.-noon. $5. Info. 310-928S. 




talks 


JOSEF GORRES: Folks gel 





HAM-CON: VERMONT RADIO 8. TECHNOLOGY 


CONVENTION: Radio, electronics and computer 




878-4918. 


TAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS': See WED.22, 2 & 




health & fitness 


CLEAR THE SUBCONSCIOUS KUNDALINI YOGA 
SERIES: Students cast off negativity in favor 



VERMONT YOGA WEEK: See WED.22. 




kids 


PEER-LED MINDFULNESS MEET-UP FOR TEENS: 



lanauaae 



bazaars 

ANTIQUES MARKET: The past comes alive with 


.&UMCH 




'.TV 


Serial Entrepreneurs: 
After Business Number One 


ArtsRiot I March 7, 2017 I 5:30-7:00 pm 


If you think there may be more than one startup in your future, don’t 
miss our last seminar of 2017. We’ll have Jeffrey Hollender (Seventh 
Generation, Hollender Sustainable Brands) and Paul Budnitz (Budnitz 
Bikes, Elio, Wuu) share lessons learned as they transition from one 
business to begin creating another. 

epscor VERMONT 


2.00 % apy‘ 
60-month ^ 
Share Certificate 

Earn more on your deposit when 
you bring it to NorthCountry! 


Compare our rates 
to theirs ’* 

60 -month share certificates 


NorthCountry 

2.00% APY 

Credit Union A 

1.71% APY 

Credit Union B 

1.70% APY 

Bank A 

1.50% APY 

Bank B 

1.36% APY 

Bank C 

1.28% APY 




North 
Country 

Your community credit union 

www.northcountry.org 



Federally Insured by NCUA 

(800) 660-3258 
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MASTER'S DEGREE PROGRAM IN CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGY 


Our Master of Arts degree program prepares students for entry-level 
professional psychology positions in the public mental health system or study 
towards a doctoral degree at another institution. Elective courses in play 
therapy, marital and family therapy, intensive individual psychotherapy, and 
group therapy. 

The curriculum of our program is approved by both the Vermont Board of 
Psychological Examiners and the Vermont Board of Allied Mental Health 
Practitioners. 


APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED. 


Saint Michaels 
College 


Igbtq 



BORROMEO QUARTET: See SAT.25. 2 pm 
A CONCERT OF COMPASSION: A MUSICAL BENEFIT 
FOR SYRIAN REFUGEES: Instrumental, vocal 



COUNTERPOINT: See FRI.24. Unitarian Church of 
Montpelier, 3-4:30 pm. Info. 54D-17B4. 

THE OAVYOOV-FANNING DUO 40TH 



FACULTY SCHOLARSHIP CONCERT: A showcase 



outdoors 

NORTHEAST KINGDOM ICE FISHING DERBY: See 

SLEIGH RIDE WEEKS: See WE0.22. 

SLEIGH RIDES: See SAT.25. 


seminars 




MON. 27 

activism 

THE MOUNTAINCLATURE LEAGUE OF POETS: 

Writers from all backgrounds make their voices 
heard by sharing original works and discuss- 


agriculture 



art 


community 



ADULT AERIAL DANCE CONDITIONING: With or 






food & drink 

FORGET-ME-NOTS BROWN BAG LUNCH: Women 

Free. Info. 518-561-6920. ^ 

RESTAURANT WEEK: See SAT.25. 

VERMONT CIDER WEEK: See FRI.24. 


games 

BRIDGE CLUB: See WE0.22, 7 p.m. 

MAGIC: THE GATHERING — MONDAY NIGHT 
MODERN: Tarmogoyf-slinglng madness ensues 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 




39 Esplanade, Richmond, VT I (802)434-7770 I Check 




Powers of Attorney, Advance Directives for 
Health Care & Guardianships in Vermont 

What you should know. 


Tuesday, February 28th at 3pm 

The Residence at Shelburne Bay, West Building, The Great Room 

Presented by Aaron J. Goldberg, PLC, Burlington VT 


Is it your time to quit? 

VCBH is here to help 


(802) 656-1906 http://j.mp/lMSDgeE 


and Health is conducting a study to 
help mothers quit smoking. 

With your participation, you could 
earn up to $1,360. 

If you have at least one child 
under the age of 12, you may 
qualify for this study. 

To see if you qualify, go 
online to http://j.mp/1MSDgeE 
to take our online survey 
or call (802) 656-1906 to 
learn more about 


■ 


RSVP requested to Alicia Butson: (802) 985-9847 01 
abuston@residenceshelburnebay.com 


JKresidence f 

Good Times. Good Friends. Great Care! 

185 Pine Haven Shores Road | Shelburne, VT 05482 
802-985-9847 1 residenceshelbumebay.com 


* 
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LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 


Library. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 633-4336. 


environment 

MIDDLEBURY GREEN BUILDING TOUR & DINNER: 





film 


’A FEW GOOD PIE PLACES': Movie buffs Fill their 





food & drink 


VERMONT CIDER WEEK: See FRI.24. 

VERMONT FARMERS MARKET: See WED.22. 
WOODSTOCK FARMERS MARKET: See WEO.22. 


health & fitness 

EPIC MINDFULNESS MEDITATION: See WED.22. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY. EVERYONE TAI CHI: See WED.22. 
GENTLE TAI CHI: See WED.22. 

GINGER'S FITNESS BOOT CAMP: See WED.22. 
INSIGHT MEDITATION: See WEO.22. 

NIA WITH UNDA: See WED.22. 

RECOVERY COMMUNITY YOGA: See WED.22. 
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT NURSING STUDENT 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT SOUND BATH: See WED.22. 



STORY TIME & PLAYGROUP: See WED.22. 
TODDLER TIME: See WED.22. 

WINTER VACATION: CONSTRUCTIVIST 





Catamount Outback Artspace. SL Johnsbury. 10 
a.m.-noon. $10; preregister. Info, 748-2600. ext. 10B. 



montreal 

MONTREAL EN LUMIERE: See THU.23. 


MELVIN SEALS & JGB: From blues to funk to rock 



Godnick Adult Center. Rutland, 7:15-9:15 p.m. 
Donations. Info. 775-1182. 


STILL HILL: The Farmers Night Concert Serie 





sports 

talks 



part of the First Wednesdays series' SL Johnsbury 
WODEN TEACHOUT. The author makes a case 



theater 

LAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS': See WED.22. 




JOHN ENGELS MEMORIAL POETRY READING: 



College. Colchester. 4:30 pm Free. Info. 654-2000. 
WEDNESDAY WORKSHOP: Lit lovers analyze 



MS in Clinical 
Mental Health 
Counseling 
(PCMH) 


Classes meet one weekend a month in Burlington, Vermont. 

Preparation for licensure as a clinical mental health counselor 
and certification as a substance abuse counselor. 

Accepting applications for 2017 and January 2018. 



Southern,^ 
New Hampshire 
University 


800.730.5542 | pcmhadmissions@snhu.edu | snhu.edu/pcmh 


Specializations offered in Integrated Mental 
Health and Addictions Treatment for Children, 
Youth and Families or Adults 


SEVEN DAY S tickets 

EVENTS ON SALE NOW 


VTIFF Presents: 
Miss Hokusai 



Waking Windows 
Presents: Pill 


PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, 
BURLINGTON 



The BBF Celebrity 
Lecture Series: An 


Evening with Richard 
Ford, Presented by 
Vermont College 
of Fine Arts 



Melvin Seals & JGB 

WEDNESDAY. MARCH 1. 
ARTSRIOT. BURLINGTON 



Artsriot's Mardi 


FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 24. 
UVM DAVIS CENTER, 
BURLINGTON 



Green Mountain 


Cabaret Presents: 
Sugar Shaker 
Season 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 25. 
CLUB METRONOME. 
BURLINGTON 


Gras Party 

FRIDAY. MARCH 3. 
ARTSRIOT. BURLINGTON 



SEVENDAYSTICKETS.COM 






©ATHLETA 


PRESENTS 



YOGAWEEK 


DROP-IN 
CLASSES AT 
PARTICIPATING 
STUDIOS 


FEBRUARY 

20-26 


WHAT’S THE FLOW? 

Visit new studios and meet new teachers. 

Take drop-in classes for $7. 

Win prizes from Athleta (see below). 

Preregistration is recommended. See studio websites for details. 



135 Allen Brook Lane 
Williston 
802-735-5164 
blkramyogawllllston.com 



266 College St. 

Burlington 
802-862-9622 
gbymca.org/Y- Yoga-Week 


HOT yOGA 



294 N. Winooski Ave. 
Burlington 
802-999-9963 
hotyogaburlingtonvt.com 


29 Church St. 

~''J marketplace Burlington 

fitness 802-651-8773 

marketplacefitness.com 


RAILYARD 

yoga studio 


270 Battery St. 
Burlington 
802-318-6050 
railyardapothecary.com 


CORE 


STUDIO 


hgnest yoga 


PTye 

l YOC 



QUEEN CITY 8IKRAM YOGA 

© 


208 Flynn Ave. 

Burlington 

802-862-8686 

corestudioburlington.com 


150 Dorset St. 

South Burlington 

802-497-0136 

honestyogacenter.com 


294 N. Winooski Ave., Ste. 212B 

Burlington 

802-379-7389 


40 San Remo Dr. 

South Burlington 

802-489-5649 

queencitybikramyoga.com 


120 Pine St. & 237 N. Winooski Ave. 

Burlington 

802-448-4262 

sanghastudio.org 



WIN 

PRIZES! 


Yogis are encouraged 
to try as many studios 
as possible and 
share their photos 
on Instagram using 
#vtyogaweek. 

For each photo 
posted using the 
hashtag, you’ll be 
entered to win 
prizes from 
Athleta. 


I 


1 Market PI., #16 
Essex Junction 
802-662-4147 
soulshinepoweryoga.c 



SUKHA YOGA 


100 Church St, 3rd floor 
Burlington 
802-777-7940 
sukhayogavtcom 


(?§ tapna yoga 


257 Pine St. 
Burlington 
802-651-8979 
tapnayoga.com 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/VTYOGAWEEK 









design/build 

WOMEN a. CARPENTRY: In this 



drumming 


In Burlington, Hyde Park and 



6612 Rte. 12 Berlin; Moonlight 
Studios. 1670 Cleveland Comers 
Rd_ Hyde Park. Info: 993-4355, 


financial 

DOWNSTREET SMART START 
WORKSHOPS: For those who 

create a budget and get their 
Workshop is the perfect place to 
SMART, budget and stick to it. 

improving credit 477-1341, kclfa- 
rissakis@downstreeLorg. Cost* 
599/person. Location: Oownstreet 

Info: Kira, 477-1341. kcbanssakis® 


fitness 

RIPPED: TOTAL BODY 


WORKOUT: Resistance. Intervals. 
Using free weights; body weight; 




gardening 


ART OF GROWING FOOD: You will 



Homestead in Burlington. 





Helen Day Art Center 



language 

ALLIANCE FRAN(AIS: FRENCH 








massage 



meditation 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: Through 



psychology 







music 


File Under 2016 

Four more local albums you probably haven't heard 


ONE OF THE BLESSINGS OF OUR LOCAL MUSIC SCENE Is 

its sheer magnitude and bounty. Its also a curse — Seven Days 
receives so many album submissions, we often don't find space 
to review everything that crosses our path in a timely fashion. 
In fact this is our second installment in the past month. 

Here are four local albums that maybe flew under your 
radar in 2016. Some were last-minute submissions that came 
in just under the wire, while others merely slipped through 
the cracks. All are worthy of your attention. © 



HAILEY WARD 

Not Sorry 

(Self-released, CD, digital download) 
Hailey Ward is a 20-year-old singer- 
songwriter from Williston. She's hard 
at work on her bachelor's degree 
in songwriting and composition at 
McNally Smith College of Music in SL 
Paul, Minn, Ward makes occasional 
appearances in her home state while on 
break from school. Not Sorry is her first 
full-length release, following two EPs. 

Equally skilled on piano, guitar and 
ukulele. Ward strums and plunks her 
way through a series of romantic and 
introspective pop songs. She doesnt 
futz around with overly symbolic 
imagery, and she succinctly distills 
her thoughts and desires into tight 
energetic morsels. Her arrangements 
range from fully orchestrated and 
complex ("For Having Tried") to solitary 
and stripped down ("She Looks Just 

"Sober Night" is a bluesy, piano- 
driven plea for intimacy without the 
security blanket of mind-altering 
substances. After she delivers the hook, 
punctuated horns imply a full stop, as if 
she’s putting her foot down. There's no 
wiggle room on this issue, though the 
song itself might make you wiggle a bit. 

Drawing inspiration from Sleeping 
Beauty. Ward waltzes through "Those 
Who Wait" an ode to patience. Its 
haunting melody is swept along over 
a bed of crashing cymbals, richly 
harmonized "oohs" and staccato strings. 
The woman the song describes is 
hardly a damsel in distress, but rather 
a wise and tolerant gal brimming with 
confidence — not unlike Ward herself. 
Not Sorry is available at iTunes. 



Covered Bridges 

(Self-released, CD, digital download) 

Born and raised in Chicago. Larry Allen 
Brown now hails from Brattleboro. He’s an 
author and teacher and once published an 
instructional DVD titled "Open Tuning for the 
Guitar." His third album. Covered Bridges, 
is a collection of mellow acoustic ballads in 
the vein of folk singers Woody Guthrie, John 
Fahey and Dave Van Ronk — all of whom 
Brown claims as influences. 

Much of the album's charm comes from 
its talented ensemble, the Acoustic Earth 
Orchestra. It includes local musicians Bill 
Martin, Eugene Friesen. Charlie BisharaL 
Jeff Haynes. Tony Levin, Steve Holley. Bob 
McCarthy and Tom Eaton. The latter two 
musicians produced the album. Tracks were 
recorded at Will Ackerman's nearby Imaginary 
Road Studios, as well as at Squam Sound in 
Ashland, N.H. 

Brown's storytelling takes center stage 
throughout He doles out sage commentary 
that reflects his years of experience and 
various travels. At times, his writing borders 
on cloying. But lyrically, his yarns want for 
nothing. They move at a hearty clip and don’t 
get too bogged down in handing down life 

"Same old story" is full of melancholy 
remembrances and fear that life has passed 
him by. Frieseris cello follows along like a 
dark, looming shadow. Brown sings. ‘So tell 
me something good / Come on / Make me feel 
alive / Let me know I mattered / 1 did more 
than just survive." 

On the other end of the spectrum is the 
hopeful "Just around the bend." Here Brown 
seeks to recapture the simplicity of yesterday. 
Over finger-picked guitars, he catalogs the 
resilience of his younger days: 'Life seemed 
so much easier way back then / All we did was 
turn the page and start again." 

Covered Bridges is available at CD Baby. 


DERRICK SEMLER 

Blues & Trouble 
(Self-released, CD) 

After more than 40 years in the blues 
game. Derrick Semler is still stomping 
away. He formerly played in the N-Zones. 
a staple of the Burlington dub scene in 
the late 1970s and early ‘80s. On Blues 
& Trouble. Semler hardly reinvents the 
wheel. Instead, he stays in his comfort 
zone, which we can imagine as a grimy, 
southern dive bar. its floors covered in 
peanut shells and spilled beer. 

The album includes four Semler 
originals, including a cowrite with Tess 
Daniels. He also selects five covers of 

Robert Johnson ("Blues and Trouble." 
“Ramblin' on My Mind"), Big Joe Williams 
("Baby Please Don't Go"), Sleepy John 
Estes ("Divin’ Duck") and Elmore James 
("I’m Coming Home"). Sender's covers 
are faithful, yet modem production 
techniques inevitably make them feel 
sharper. He coproduced the album with 
Gus Ziesing at Burlington's Low Tech 

Most of the tracks are brawlin' 
barroom stompers, but "Wolf is a slow- 
burning creeper. Over brushed drums 
courtesy of Bruce McKenzie and Charlie 
Frazier's drawling harmonica, Semler 
coos. ‘I am the wolf / The wolf of love / In 
the shadows of the pine / Under the full 
moon above." 

The album's opening cut, "Scary 
World," is the most telling example of 
what Semler is all about: expressing his 
lovesick heart over standard blues riffs 
and chord progressions. Again, he's not 
bringing anything new to the table. But 
fans of the genre will likely find Blues & 
Trouble a welcome diversion. 

Blues A Trouble is available by calling 
Semler at 207-348-2927. 


SMARTY MCFLY 

digitaLorbital 

(Self-released, digital download) 

Keenan Villani-Holland. aka Smarty McFly, is 
a young electronic artist who is working his 
way toward a defined sound. Across his three 
releases, his digital compositions range from 
chilled out to downright blitzed. They are largely 
instrumental, save for some spoken samples. 

He dabbles in house, dubstep, synth-wave and 
various shades of glitchy, quirky techno. McFly 
wrote his latest release, digitaLorbital. amid 
feelings of confusion, excitement and sadness 
after graduating from Hampshire College. It 
follows the #.' EP. his senior thesis project. 

On digitaLorbital, the listener is 
presented with two options. The opening 
track seamlessly transitions through four 
movements. You also can hear each of these 
movements individually on the remaining four 
tracks. Over its 12-minute runtime, there's a 
marked progression from relaxed to frenzied. It 
feels like a cycle that's destined to repeat itself. 

Based on the EPs name, space seems to 
be a thematic element throughout, given 
track names like “observatory" and "earthrise." 
Perhaps its a metaphor for the untethered 
nature of stepping out into the world for the 
first time as an independent adult. 

Various shades of synth voices and drum 
machine compose each of the tracks. There's 
nary an organic sound to be heard. 

"Observatory" ticks by with a metallic 
droopy synth melody, tike a robot that's just 
waking up from sleep mode. The melodic theme 
continues as the pace picks up. transitioning 
into "system_0." Arcade synth rallies between 
rattling hand daps and snaps. "Earthrise" is a 
full-force dance track, the arcade synth now 
bouncing along atop power chords. And the 
final track, ‘exit (code_ll)" seems to recall all of 
the three previous movements, blending them 
into a cohesive vision. 

DigitaLorbital is available at 
thesmartymcfly.bandcamp.com. 
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ijnd bites 

News and views on the local music scene 

a BY JORDAN ADAMS 


Show Up 

If you’ve kept up with Soundbites over 
the last few weeks, you’ve probably 
noticed that I’m keen to mention 
events that support a good cause. 
Given the anxiety over the current 
social, political and cultural climate, 
it's an important time for artists to step 
up for underrepresented issues and 
populations. We’re lucky to live in a 
community of passionate, industrious 
creators who want to use their art for 
the greater good. 

On that note, a new monthly music 
series debuts at the Monkey House 


on Sunday, February 26. eastern 
mountain time’s sean hood, along with 
the Monkey’s au fogel and matt Rogers, 
curate the series, entitled “The Show 
Up Shows.” The first installment 
features performances from indie 
rockers little slugger, singer-songwriter 

ERIN CASSELS-BROWN, LILY & THE BABY and 

Hood’s sad-boy country band Eastern 
Mountain Time. Comedian annie 
russell emcees. One hundred percent 
of admissions go to the American Civil 
Liberties Union. 

Additionally, visual artists dale 

DONALDSON, DANNY LEFRANCOIS and HALEY 

fenn will display and sell their work as 



part of a silent auction. And you should 
come hungry, because purveyor of 
Polish foodstuffs Luiza’s Homemade 
With Love serves up some yummy nom- 
noms. One dollar of every food purchase 
goestotheACLU. 

So, as the series’ title suggests, 
you should show up. Your presence 
will absolutely make a difference in 
some of the uphill battles our country 
currently faces. The series continues 
on Sunday, March 19, and Wednesday, 
April 19, to benefit Planned Parenthood 
of Northern New England and 350 
Vermont, respectively. Future artist 
lineups are coming soon. 

Ain’t Their 
First Rodeo 

On Friday, February 24, former Vermont 
surf-punk band torpedo rodeo reunite 
at the Monkey House after nearly four 
years apart dj disco phantom opens. 

The band retired in 2013 when 
guitarist max krauss left Vermont to 
pursue his education out west. He’s 
since returned to the East Coast and 
currently lives in New York City. In an 
email to Seven Days, Krauss says that 
he and former bandmates nick sherman 
and jeremiah Johnson are whipping up 
a couple of killer sets. He describes 
them as a “triple-decker rock-and- 
roll face-melt sandwich,” with Disco 
Phantom as “the buns" and TR as 
“the meat.” Sounds delicious and 
nutritious. 

We can also expect a new album 
from TR sometime this spring. They’re 
sitting on a pile of older material that’s 
never been released, and the band is 
working on getting all of that music 
ready for the listening public. 

Krauss describes TR’s music as “a 
vehicle for our suspended adolescence," 
which, he assures, “has yet to expire.” 

Growing up serves its purpose, I 
suppose. But I like where Krauss is 
coming from. 

BiteTorrent 

Waking Windows is seeking volunteers 
for its seventh annual music festival in 
downtown Winooski. The WW crew 
is interested to know what skills and 
experience you bring to the table — 
specifically, if you’re able to stand for 

SOUNDBITES » P.71 
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2.27 

Ocean ParL Standoff M 
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Ganja White Night 
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Get movin' at the 

SEVEN DAYS 



use 



presented by 

^ Vermont 
A % Attorneys Title 


L CORPORATION 




Come to a free workshop for first-time homebuyers, 
talk with experts, ask questions and drink cocktails! 


ATTORNEY 


MORTGAGE 



Andrew Mikell, esq . 


a 




Zachary Chilcote 
& Emily Hammond, 


RSVP by Tuesday, March 21, at noon at sevendaysvt.com/houseparty 
and you’ll be entered to win swag from m nnriirfin 

SUPPLY COMPANY v 
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four hours and whether you can lift 40 
pounds, among other things. 

Most volunteer positions require 
a minimum time commitment of four 
hours. WW needs crossing guards, 
assistance with setup/takedown and 
general hospitality. And a note to college 
students: Make sure your workload 
for the weekend is manageable. Finals 
tend to fall the week after the festival, 
which runs from Friday, May 5, through 
Sunday, May 7. Head to WWs Facebook 
page to complete an application/survey. 


Celebrate Mardi Gras next Tuesday, 
February 28, with some sizzling Cajun 
and zydeco music at Hotel Vermont, 
courtesy of Young Tradition Vermont 

PLANET ZYDECO, YANKEE CHANK and KATIE 

trautz & alex Ellsworth deliver the Deep 
South vibes. All proceeds benefit the 
YTVs Tom Sustic Fund, which offers 
aid to families with children who suffer 
from life-threatening conditions. Visit 
youngtraditionvermont.org for more 
details. 


Monthly avant-garde music series 
Pushing a Brain Serial returns to the 
BCA Center on Saturday, February 
25. The series is an extension of two 


previous events, 2015’s Pushing a Brain 
Uphill and 2016’s Pushing a Brain 
Uphill II. Nonprofit group Burlington 
Gull organizes and curates the series. 

PABS aims to put femmes and 
other non-dude-identifying people 
in the spotlight This month's 
installment features free-improvisation 
legend bonnie kane, as well as the 
debut performance from threes, an 
experimental supergroup of sorts, 
consisting of the le duo’s j.b. ledoux 
and gahloro dewald, as well as Signals 
curator and master of all things off- 
kilter greg davis. The next installment 
of PABS is on Saturday, March 25, 
with a lineup to be announced. Visit 
burlington-gull.com for more info. 


rick norcross of the western swing band 

RICK & THE ALL-STAR RAMBLERS performs a 

special solo engagement at the Ethan 
Allen Homestead Museum tavern 
on Sunday, February 26. Norcross 
performs selections from his last five 
albums and spins yams about his life 
in and around Vermont. The Ramblers' 
latest album. Green Mountain Standard 
Time, is a lively collection of square- 
danceable originals and standards. 

Only 50 tickets were released due to 


the venue's limited capacity. Proceeds 
go to support the museum. Check out 
ethanallenhomestead.org for additional 


Burlington’s newest nightlife spot. 
Social Club & Lounge, celebrates its 
grand opening this week. It’s located 
at 165 Church Street, aka the accursed 
spot on lower Church that's housed 
a slew of nightclubs since Club Toast 
shuttered its doors in the late '90s. The 
most recent occupant, Zen Lounge, 
closed its doors in 2016. 

The three-day opening event kicks 
off on Thursday, February 23, with 
dj aota. The night is double-billed as 
College Night and Thunder Thursday. 
Are these two themes in competition 
with each other? Friday night is 
similarly doubled-billed as Fusion 
Fridays as well as Ladies’ Night I’m 
not sure what kind of fusion will be 
happening, but I’ll go out on a limb 
and guess that it's not jazz fusion. And 
finally, Saturday is billed as Social 
Saturdays. I guess that means it’s the 
only night of the week that the club 
requires its patrons to be sociable. We 
shall see. 


Every Monday, the Light Club Lamp 
Shop hosts the Lamp Shop Lit Club, a 
series of curated and open-mic literary 
readings. This Monday, February 27, 
it brings us “Voices of Color," which 
prioritizes speakers and readers of 
color. Scheduled to appear are reuben 
jackson, who hosts Friday Night Jazz on 
Vermont Public Radio, as well as manza, 

SENOWA MIZE-FOX and CARLTON ANDERSON. © 





THE TOBACCO SHOP WITH THE HIPPIE FLAVOR 
75 Main SL. Burlington. VT 864.6555 • Mon-Thur 10-9 
Fri-Sat 10-10 Sun 10-8 


www.northernliglitspipes.coin 







WED. 22 


JUNIPER: The Ray Vega Quartet 
(jazz). 8:30 p.m.. free. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Paul 


Sessions (traditional), 7 p.m.. 
free. TheDuPont Brothers (folk). 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 



RED SQUARE: DJ KermiTT (hits). 
B p.m., free. DJ David Chief, 11 

SIDEBAR: Jamell NVT (singer- 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(BURLINGTON): Hannah Fair 



Chittenden county 

JERICHO CAFE & TAVERN: 



STONE CORRAL BREWERY: Open 


£ barre/montpelier 





stowe/smtiggs 

M ARTELL'S AT THE RED FOX: 

Malcolm (folk), 8 p m., free. 

mad river valley/ 
waterbury 


8IG PICTURE THEATER AND 



middlebury area 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN 
LOUNGE & STAGE: Trivia Night. 

rutland/killington 



champlain 

islands/northwest 

TWIGGS — AN AMERICAN 
GASTROPUB: Burlington 

northeast kingdom 

PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia NighL 7 



Soul Survivor Soul and funk powerhouse LEE fields is sometimes 
referred to as “Little JB.” The nickname stems from the singer’s similarities to the late 
James Brown, who was a contemporary and influence of Fields' in the late 1960s and 
early ’70s. After a career lull, Fields caught a second wind in the ’90s when retro funk 
records became a collector and DJ craze. In the mid-2000s. Fields teamed up with 
Truth & Soul Records’ house band, the EXPRESSIONS. The band’s blaring horns, shuffling 
drums and Fields' husky yowl re-create the classic era so well, you’d think you had time- 
traveled into yesteryear. Lee Fields & the Expressions perform on Thursday, February 
23, at ArtsRiot in Burlington. 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc with 
Lucid. 10 pm. free. 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(HANOVER): Bow Thayer 


THU. 23 

burlington 

ARTSRIOT: Lee Fields & the 




hip-hop). 10 p.m» free. 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ 




THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(BURLINGTON): Drunk & in the 



HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

(EDM). 8:30 p.ni„ $22/25. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 

Portrait (hip-hop), 8 p.m. 
$15/20. 

MONKEY HOUSE: Dr. No (funk, 
rock). 8:30 p.m. $3/8. 18+. 

barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO 

tionai). 6 p.m., free. 

SWEET MELISSA'S: Dave 



MOOGS PLACE: Open Mic with 


mad river valley/ 
waterbury 



ZENBARN: Lowell Thompson 


middlebury area 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ 


Blinie (hits). 9 p.m. free. 

rutland/killington 

PICKLE BARREL NIGHTCLUB: 
Ripe (funk. pop). 8 p.m. free. 


outside Vermont 




Backstage Pass Listening Party 

7 p.m. Pizzagalli Center for Art and Education 

Join Vermont Public Radio’s Reuben Jackson, Joel Najman, and 
Robert Resnik for an evening of listening and conversation, 
exploring the work of the artists featured in Backstage Pass: Rock 
& Roll Photography. $10 adults/$5 for children. Includes access 
to the special exhibition Backstage Pass. Cash bar and snacks. 


To register visit backstagepasslisteningparty.eventbrite.com 


3 SHELBU 
^ MUSEU 


shelburnemuseum 
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REVIEW this 


Self Portrait, 
Primal Union 

(SELF-RELEASED. CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Self Portrait started out as a young 
group of friends who loved rap 
music. Through 
constant live shows, 
the trio has grown 
into one of the best 
hip-hop crews in 
Burlington. They 
are blessed with 
unassuming charm, 
which is part of 
their appeal. But this 
is a hardworking, 
disciplined unit. 

With their second 
album. Primal Union, 

SP have upped their game in a big way. 

The group’s 2014 debut, Always 
Fresh, Never Clean, felt like a 
hodgepodge of tracks from a crew with 
big potential Fortunately, Self Portrait 


trained the best aspects from that 
record — the fun, the left-field creativity 

— while tightening up everything else. 
The sound is more focused, but 

this is still very much a crew of loop- 
diggers. The beats, 
all courtesy of Rico 
James, adhere to a very 
Madlib-RZA ethos of 
finding the perfect half- 
bar groove and ... well, 
just making a whole 
song out of that. The 
simplicity works best 
with melodic, low- 
key loops, as on “Oak 
Street” and “Lost at 
Sea," both stand-out 

Lyricist Trono, 
who contributes most of the verses here 

— though James steps in for a few — is 
very much a product of Burlington’s 
rap scene. The personal and political 
are intertwined. Calls to unify the 



community are delivered alongside 
disses to the proverbial wack rapper. 
Trono’s flow is loose in a Del the Funky 
Homosapien way — though he’s less 
technical with the syllables. 

All of which is to say that he's an 
ideal host for the array of local talent 
featured here. For all the polish and 
sheen, Primal Union feels a lot like 
the open-mic chaos that birthed Self 
Portrait The album captures the energy 
without the chaos. 

One of Self Portrait’s strongest 
assets is turntablist DJ Kanganade. 
Showcase track “Corduroy Caviar & the 
Whiskey Pillow” makes it clear he’s a 
major-league talent as he tears through 
a Western-themed scratch routine. 

His creativity and deft touch shines 
throughout the album. Kanganade 
works in the margins, echoing the MCs 
and cutting up the hooks. His work isn’t 
ornamentation; it’s central to SP’s sound. 

Self Portrait demonstrate a lot of 
range. Tackling three-quarter flows on 


“Keep Walking,” catchy pop crossovers 
on “I Got This" and upbeat, arena 
soul bangers such as closing number 
“Valiant,” Primal Union comes off as a 
real-deal rap album. There’s even the 
obligatory voicemail skit (No sarcasm: 
For rap albums, it's the law.) 

The finest moment, however, is the 
second track, “Ulcers.” It’s a beautifully 
produced single that features Bless 
the Child’s organic MC Humble 
contemplating how to live the good life 
alongside Vermont’s heroin epidemic 
and America’s cultural identity crisis. 

With Burlington hip-hop in a state 
of flux, Self Portrait are poised to be 
a major force here for years to come. 
Primal Union is proof that they earned 
it the hard way. 

Primal Union by Self Portrait is 
available at selfportrait-bandcamp. 
com. Self Portrait appear at Higher 
Ground on Thursday, February 23, with 
Loaf Muzik, Jansport J and Vermont 
supergroup Cultural Chemistry. 

JUSTIN BOLAND 


Spencer Lewis, 
From Now to Now 

(SELF-RELEASED, CO, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

We’re not quite sure who holds the 
Vermont record for having released 
the most albums. But 

Vermont’s Spencer 
Lewis has got to be 
in the running. Last 
fall, Lewis ushered 
in the 26 th album 
of his decades- 
long career, the 
instrumental Souls. 

In February, he 
followed that up 
with number 27, 

From Now to Now. 

That prodigious 
productivity is 
impressive, especially given Lewis’ 
consistent level of quality. But his latest 
stands out for reasons other than just 
bulking up his already prolific resume. 


From Now to Now marks Lewis' 
first album with vocals in more than 16 
years. The multi-instrumentalist and 
composer has long been heralded for his 
instrumental soundscapes. That’s partly 
why you’ll find the likes of contemporary 
classical composers — don’t call them 
New Age! — such as 
George Winston in 
the “Related Artists” 
bar on Lewis’ Spotify 
page. But Lewis has 
always had an affinity 
for rustic folk and rock, 
in addition to his more 
ethereal pursuits. On 
his latest, he rolls up his 
shirtsleeves and indulges 
those baser urges. 

Lewis doesn't exactly 
bring the same kind 
of heightened artistic 
ideology to this 10 -song collection that 
he does to his more conceptual works. 
But that’s presumably the point. Rather 


than painting in broad, impressionistic 
strokes, the constraints of the genre 
demand a more direct and concise 
approach. Backed by members of his 
2014 side team, the Folk Rock Project, 
Lewis delivers exactly that, with the 
occasional celestial flourish. 

“Every Precious Day” opens and 
serves as the album’s thematic compass. 
The passage of time is a central concern 
throughout the record, nowhere 
more clearly than on this cut Over 
an insistent, crunching guitar groove 
that winks at Yankee Hotel Foxtrot-era 
Wilco, Lewis extols an appreciation for 
life while you’re living it. 

That’s hard-earned wisdom. And 
it comes from an honest place. A 
number of the tunes here are loving 
odes to friends and lovers since passed, 
including the contemplative "Shamans,” 
the elegiac "To a Friend (Eulogy)” and a 
tender farewell, “In Our Time." 

Despite the heavy subject 
matter, Lewis mostly avoids cloying 


sentimentality. He writes clearly and 
efficiently, two adjectives that could 
also describe his sturdy vocal style. 
Lewis' baritone is pure and unadorned, 
brimming with reserved strength. 

That quiet confidence translates to 
the performance of his veteran backing 
band. Jay Ekis’ countrified guitar licks 
on “High Flyer” are smooth yet still 
twangy. Keyboardist Chuck Eller is as 
fluid and tasteful as ever on “Crescent 
Wrench” — a song that also showcases 
Lewis’ exceptional fiddle chops. 

From Now to Now might not rank 
with Lewis’ very best albums — we’re 
still working through the first 26. But 
it’s a fine effort nonetheless, a moving 
work crafted with folk-rock heart and 
classical intellect. 

From Now to Now by Spencer Lewis 
is available at CD Baby. Lewis plays 
on Thursday, March 2, for the first 
Thursday Concerts series at Shelburne 
Vineyard. 

DAN BOLLES 



@ GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


ARE YOU A VT ARTIST OR BAND? SEND US YOUR MUSIC! DIGITAL: MUSIC@SEVENDAYSVT.COM: 
SNAIL MAIL: MUSIC C/0 SEVEN DAYS 255 S. CHAMPLAIN ST., SUITE 5, BURLINGTON, VT 05401 
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FRI.24 




SIDEBAR: Navytrain (neo- 
Fattie B (hip-hop. hits), 10 pm. 


VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Back 


Chittenden county 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 





Jerry (rock). 5 p.m., free Radio 



STONE CORRAL BREWERY: Mike 


barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO 

CHARLIE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: 

J&M Boutique (acoustic). 6 p.m. 

the Affiliated (indie). 9 p.m.. free. 

ESPRESSO BUENO: Bueno 

$ 6 . 

SWEET MELISSA'S: Honky Tonk 

WHAMMY BAR: Nerbak 


stoioe/smuggs 

MARTELLS AT THE RED FOX: 


Hogback (jam). 9 p.m.. free. 



mad river valley/ 
waterbury 

GREEN MOUNTAIN LOUNGE AT 
MOUNT ELLEN: Jeddy (jam). 3 


middlebury area 



ru t land/ kill ington 



champlain 

islands/northwest 


GASTROPUB: GypsyWind 

(eclectic). 7 p.m.. free. 


MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: 



SAT.25 

burlington 

ARTSRIOT: Pill (post-punk), 8:30 
pan.. $8/10. 

BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: 



CLUB METRONOME: Green 



VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Alice 

p.m.. $20/27. 

Chittenden county 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Mirage (rock), 
HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 


HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Black Joe Lewis & the 



STONE CORRAL BREWERY: The 
Owl Stars (folk), 7 p.m. free. 

barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL AND BURRITO 








stowe/smuggs 

MARTELLS AT THE RED FOX: 66 
City Band (1960s rock). 9 p.m. 

(rock). 9 p.m, free. 


mad river valley/ 
waterbury 

GREEN MOUNTAIN LOUNGE AT 
MOUNT ELLEN: Fender Benders 


stowe/smuggs 


SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: 


outside Vermont 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(HANOVER): Bluegrass Brunch. 


middlebury area 



(top 40). 9:30 p.m., free. 


rutland/killington 

PICKLE BARREL NIGHTCLUB: 


MON. 27 

burlington 

Shop Lit Club (open reading). 8 

MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 


champlain 

islands/northwest 

GASTROPUB: Carol Ann Jones 



outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Teddy Midnight 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE 



SUN. 26 

burlington 


chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: LOLO. Ocean Park 
Standoff (pop. rock), 7:30 p.m. 






JAY ^ PEAK 

HIRE 

ON THE 

MOUNTAIN 

Jay Peak is looking to fill 
the following positions: 

• Housekeeping 

• Lift Attendants 

• Cooks 

• Dishwashers 

• And more 

FIND OUT MORE AT: 

jaypeakresort.com/Jobs 


3.1 1 .1 7 | Jay Peak's Foeger Ballroom 

Doors: 8pm, Show: 9pm 

*15 General Admission 1*30 VIP* 

•Includes pre and post-show lounge with appetizers, two free 
drinks (beer or wine) and a meet & greet with the band. 


FEB 24 • NECTAR’S, 6-9PM 
FEB 25 • KING ARTHUR FLOUR, 11AM-3PM 
FEB 26 • BURKE MOUNTAIN, 12-4PM 
MARCH 1 • FARMHOUSE TAP AND GRILL, 5-8PM 
MARCH 4 • MOUNT SNOW, 12-4PM 

VERMONTCIDERWEEK.COM 


LIVE MUSIC AT JAY PEAK 


the MALLETT 
BROTHERS BAND 




music 


barre/montpelier 


middlebury area 


WED.l 

burlington 


TUE.28 

burlington 

ARTSRIOT: Mike Doughty. 
Wheatus (rock), 8 pm. $17/20. 
THE GRYPHON: P'tit Trio (jazz], 


Chittenden county 


SWEET MELISSA'S: Glen Marold 

(singer-songwriter). 5 pm. 
donation. Open Mlc.7 pm. 

stovoe/smuggs 

M00GS PLACE: Cal Stanton 

middlebury area 



E-cigarette 
users wanted 


Stringed Instrument Repair 

Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, 

Bass Guitar, Mandolin, Banjo, 

Violin, Viola, Cello, Acoustic bass. k 


We are looking for e-cigarette 
users for a UVM research study. 
This study requires 7 visits to 
the University Health Center. 
Earn up to $323. This is not 
a treatment study. 


No repair job is too big or too small for us. 
Our master Luthiers with over 60+ years 
of combined experience will have your 
instrument playing better than new. 
Strings, clip-on tuners, and accessories 
availablefor purchase. 


Metropolitan Music 
Phone:802-253.4814 


visit http : //med. 
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THE WINTER STAR SERIES zoo 


PATRICK ROSS’ 
HOT FLANNEL - 
COMMUNITY DANCE 

Feb 24 1 adults $10, under 12 free 


RUSTY DEWEES 
THE LOGGER AND 
THE FELLERS 
COMEDY & MUSIC 



SS2& An Evening with 
r#X Richard Ford 


With Master of 
Ceremonies Thomas 
Christopher Greene 



SEVEN DAYS 3 BARNES NOBEE 


SHOP 

LOCAL 
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AflJuU it iK... 

SEVEN DAYS 


BACK TO THE 
TRAIL WITH 


VERMONT’S 

ORIGINAL 

AMBER 




PAYING HOMAGE TO THE LOOK THAT 
STARTED OUR ADVENTURE IN 1989. 

13000 

AVAILABLE IN 6 & 12-PACKS OF 12 0Z. CANS LONGTRAIL.COM 





TALKINGart A VISUAL CONVERSATION ~ - - 


Material Witness 


art 


Wylie Sofia Garcia makes her mark with fabric-inspired paintings 

BY AMY LILLY 



B urlington artist Wylie Sofia 
Garcia has a busy life. With her 
husband, fellow artist Clark 
Derbes, she takes care of their 
8- and 2-year-old children. She teaches 
visual art at Shelburne Craft School, 
where she is also education coordinator. 
And, over the last year, she has been de- 
veloping her art in a whole new medium. 

Formerly known for her fabric works 
and installations, Garcia began taking 
a painting class at Burlington City Arts 
after she won the BCA’s 2016 Barbara 
Smail Award for mid-career artists. 
(She succeeded Derbes, who had won it 
in 2015.) The award provides Si, 500 to 
cover materials costs, as well as access to 
the organization’s facilities and classes 
worth $1,000. 

Though Garcia found time to attend 
only a few classes, the experience 
prompted her to switch to abstract 
painting. In a parallel pursuit, she 
began melding the two mediums of 
fabric and paint in lenticular prints — a 
printing technology associated with 3D 

Garcia’s culminating solo exhibi- 
tion, “With My Voice, I Am Calling 
You Home" is now on display in the 
second-floor gallery of the BCA Center. 
Evidently, the artist decided not just to 
toe-dip in her new medium: Each of the 
six acrylic paintings on canvas or birch 
panel is at least 48 by 36 inches, and one 
is more than six feet tall. (Her four len- 
ticular prints are smaller, each about the 
size of a sheet of paper.) 

The paintings are profusions of 
wavy, curving, dotted lines or other 
repeating brush strokes, ebullient in 
pattern and, in most cases, color. Even 
Garcia’s titles have a no-holds-barred 
quality. Shunning the laconic stan- 
dard “Untitled [number],” the labels 
bear such titles as “I think I Know 
My Geography Pretty *** Well” and "I 
Think I Still Hear Bizet.” Seven Days 
talked with Garcia about how she sees 
her new work, in relation to her former 
projects and to her life. 

INFO 

■With My Voice, I Am Calling You Home, - 
paintings and lenticular prints by Wylie Sofia 
Garcia, on view through April 8 at BCA Center 


Your painting strokes seem to echo 
lines of fabric and stitching. 

When I did fabric, the stitch mark, the 
repetitiveness of it, helped me access 
my thoughts. Now it happens on canvas 
or birch panel in a more immediate 
way. The swoosh mark is me working 
through a thought, like. How could I 
have said something different to my son 
when he asked me that? Swooshy marks, 
hash marks, wavy lines — they’re so 
much a part of my visual language now. 

How else does your painting practice 
relate to your fabric work? 

For my fabric art performance piece 
“The Dress That Makes the Woman” 
[2010], I integrated a daily practice of art 
making into my life. I had to work on the 
same dress every day for 10 minutes and 
change it in some way. I wore it every 


day for a month, and changed dresses 
every month for a year. 

The paintings are [also] me working 
through things with daily processing. 
I’m calling myself home to a place of 
calm, returning to something normal 
from a hectic place. The [peach-pink] 
gallery wall color is a comfort color, like 
a hug, a color to evoke a familiarity and 
a femininity. 

What's the origin of your title for the 
show, "With My Voice, I Am Calling 
You Home"? 

It’s a lyric from the Nick Cave song 
“Jesus Alone,” from his album Skeleton 
Tree. I listen to a lot of music while 
I’m painting. The paintings are about 
my idea of home being this emotional 
state. I observe the different roles I play 
[while I paint]. It brings me into a quiet 


space where I’m processing them on a 
surface. My idea of home is quietness. 

Quietness is the last thing that 
comes to mind with some of these 
paintings. 

Well, I have a very active brain. [Loughs.] 

What is "Toast Can Never Be Bread 
Again" about? 

At the time [of painting it], there were a 
ton of black people being shot by police. 
I was processing through my confusion. 
Every day, I'm reading about more 
people dying, yet I’m telling my kids we 
live in a safe place and going into work 
to plan arts education. Then I saw an 
episode of “Orange Is the New Black” 
called “Toast Can Never Be Bread 
Again,” about police shootings, and I 
looked at this painting and thought, 
Wow, this is holding all of this. 



ART SHOWS 



People say, “Your paintings are so 
happy!” — which is fine, but there's 
more going on. There are so many 
layers to the paintings — fabric, move- 
ment, reflection. I use interference 
paint [an opalescent paint flecked with 
mica], and when it’s painted over a dark 
surface, it reflects more. Depending on 
how the light passes through it, you can 
see what’s behind it or not 


THERE ARE SO MANY 
LAYERS TO THE PAINTINGS — 

FABRIC, MOVEMENT, 
REFLECTION. 

WYLIE SOFIA GARCIA 


How about "Ermahgerd" — is that 
a German word? 

It’s an Urban Dictionary word, kind of like 
“Oh, my god.” It’s a great texting phrase 
when you want to say, “I can’t believe I’m 
looking at this.” I looked at that painting 
and thought, I’m not really sure what this 
painting’s about, so — ermahgerd! That 
piece was from a happier place of working 
things out than “Toast” 


So you're an instinctive painter? 

Definitely. I do think about composition 
and formalism, but I feel that, as I try 
to mature as an artist, I try to do less 
internal questioning. [I try to ignore] 
my personal gremlins, like, What am I 
doing here? Am I a painter? Will anyone 
like this? I try to shut that off. © 

Contact: lilly@sevendaysvt.com 


NEW THIS WEEK 


burlington 



JACQUES BURKE; Mixed-media works by the 


PETER KATZ: Mixed-media works by the self-taught 



Chittenden county 

KATE LONGMAID: 'Freedom Speak.' an exhibition of 




stowe/smuggs 

0 'ON PHOTOGRAPHY: IMPRESSION': Images 


at Night' series and California photographer 
Brittany Powelfc “The Debt Project." Reception: 
Thursday. March 2, 5 p.m. February 27-March 17. 



•utland/killington 

HOEBE STONE: "Still Life With Uni' 

:bruary 27-March 31. Info. 282-239 


ART EVENTS 





Center. Thursday. February 23. 7 p.m. Info. 257-0124. 
FILM: ’ART & CRAFT: A 2014 documentary about 

644-5100. V ^ 


LIFE PAINTING SESSION: Join Billy Brauer to draw 



MAKE YOUR OWN ANTIQUE VALENTINE: A festive 



Thursday. February 23. 12^5:30 pro. Info, 276-3839. 






February 23. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Info, 888-1261. 

TALK: SANGRAM MAJUMOAR: The visiting artist 

February 22. sTlO p.m. Info!"656-2014. * 



TALK: "WHAT MAKES US SO SPECIAL? 1 : Champlain 



TRUNK SHOW: A REVOLUTIONARY PRESS: John 





February 25. 4-6 p.m. Info, 388-2061 * 


ONGOING SHOWS 


burlington 

Q 4TH ANNUAL OPEN PHOTOGRAPHY 
EXHIBITION: Group exhibition of images by 44 

10. 5-7 p.m. Through March 31. Info, 490-6547. Art’s 
Alive Gallery in Burlington. 



BURLINGTON SHOWS 


art 









Sangram 

Majumdar 

The University of Vermont’s Colburn 
Gallery mounts a solo exhibition 
of paintings by the Brooklyn-based 
visiting artist. Described in the Brooklyn 
Rail as “a painter’s painter," Majumdar 
creates canvases that expand the 
territory of observational painting 
and abstraction. Many of the works, 
which the artist considers ‘‘stagings,’’ 
incorporate elements of human-scale, 
intimate spaces — plants, doorways, 
mirrors — while crafting another 
environment entirely. An artist talk is 
Wednesday, February 22, at 5:10 p.m, 
followed by an opening reception at 
6:30 p.m. Through March 10. Pictured: 
“underwater electric greenhouse.” 







Channel 


JOIN 

J Darren & Kristin 
(3) 5p and 6p on 

WCAX! 


3 NEWS 


UNTOUCHED BYTIME 

THE ATHENIAN ACROPOLIS FROM PERICLES TO PARR 
Through April 23 

EJ Middlebury College Museum of Art 


STOWE/SMUGGS SHOWS 






art 


mad river valley/waterbury 

AFTER HOURS: THE ART OF A FRAMER’: Whitney 


middlebury area 


of married artists Roger Sandes and Mary Welsh. 
Through April 21. Info, 2SB-3992. The Great Hall in 
Springfield. 

manchester/bennington 

Through April 7. Info. 447-4041. Southern Vermont 

randolph/royalton 

JEANNE MCMAHAN AND PETER NERI:'Two 

of collages and pen-and-ink drawings by the 
Vermont artists. Through March 26. Info. 889-9404. 

outside Vermont 


brattleboro/okemo valley 

@ ANDREW FROST: The Northeast Kingdom. 





YOU ARE QUITE DIFFERENT. 


AND SO ARE WE. 



When you want GREAT RESULTS from 
your workout, choose a club that works for YOU! 
Whether you’re looking for serious fitness or 
serious fun, the right places and the right people 
will make a difference. Your fitness experience with 
us will be more enjoyable, more productive and 
keep you coming back for more! 


COME AND TRY OUR NATIONALLY RANKED 
GROUP EXERCISE PROGRAM! 

Where you work out does make a difference! 


Join for 12 months by Monday, February 28th and save 25%* 

*Cannot be combined with any other offers. 

Monthly and weekly payment options are now available! Ask us for details. 

GET A QUOTE TO JOIN: ED G EVT.C 0 Ml 1 0 1 N 



802-860-EDGE (3343) I ESSEX I SOUTH BURLINGTON I WILLISTON 




MARGOT HARRISON 







ratings 

k = refund, please 

Irk = could've been worse, but not a lot 



kkkk = smarter than the average bear 
kkkkk = as good as it gets 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWED 


COURTESY OF METACRITIC.COM. WHICH AVERAGES 
SCORES GIVEN BY THE COUNTRY'S MOST WIDELY 
READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


With the voices of Will Arnett (as the Caped Crusader). 
Jenny Slate. ChanningTatum and Ralph Fiennes. Chris 
McKay directed. (104 min. PG; reviewed by RJC 2/15) 


HE SAID NOT? 


For breaking local news and political commentary, go straight to the source: z 

sevendaysvt.com/blogs/ojfmessage § 





I 


ARE YOU A 



Conquer your weekend 
NOW with Notes on 
the Weekend. This 
e-newsletter maps 
out the best weekend 
events every Thursday. 

Visit sevendaysvt.com/ 
enews to sign up. 

now^ 
SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com/enews 




ESSEX CINEMAS 
&T-REX THEATER 


A Dog’s Purpose 
Fist Fight 

•Get Out (Thu only) 

The Great Wall (2D & 3D) 

Hidden Figures 

John Wick: Chapter 2 

The LEGO Batman Movie (20 & 3D) 




Fifty ShadS Darker 
Fist Fight 

The Great Wall (2D & 30) 
John Wick: Chapter 2 




Fist Fight 

The LEGO Batman Movie (2D & 30) 


THE SAVOY THEATER 








Hidden Figures 
I Am Not Your Negri 


I ESI LOOK UP SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHONE! 

* l'i • GO TO SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON ANY SMARTPHONE FOR FREE, 
mODIIe UP-TO-THE-MINUTE MOVIE SHOWTIMES. PLUS OTHER NEARBY 
' RESTAURANTS. CLUB DATES. EVENTS AND MORE. 





NOW PLAYING 


MOVIE CUPS = 



OFFBEAT FLICK OF THE WEEK 


BY MARGOT HARRISON 



The Red Turtle 

If you like animation, you've probably already caught Moana and Zootopia. but here's 
a chance to see a lesser-known — and highly acclaimed — Oscar nominee for Best 
Animated Feature. Japan's Studio Ghibli, the force behind animated masterpieces 
such as Spirited Away, joined up with Dutch-British director Michael Dudok de Wit to 
create The Red Turtle. Without spoken dialogue, it's the gripping tale of a castaway who 
makes a new home on a desert island, only to have his survival efforts complicated by 
a mysterious giant turtle. Come for the elegant hand-drawn animation, stay for the 
plot and magical realist oddness. The Red Turtle starts Friday at the Savoy Theater in 
Montpelier. 

READ THESE EACH WEEK ON THE LIVE CULTURE BLOG AT 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 



OHWOKESHOME-Com %o2SbTWS 


Healthy Adults ages 
18-65 

On-going Screening Study 

Screen for Eligibility for 
Future Vaccine Testing 
Studies 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


Participate in a screening project 
to determine your eligibility 
for future new research that will 
help develop vaccines against 
mosquito-borne viruses. 

Coll 802-656-00 13 for more into 
and to schedule a screening. 

Leave your name, number, 
and a good time to coll back. 

Email UVMVTC@UVM.EDU 
or visit UVMVTC.ORG 


0 UNIVERSITY 
"'VERMONT 


TURNIP THE VOLUME 

A, — wereonVPKi 


■ SSSSSSSSSES. 


SEVEN DAYS 






fun stuff 


Ml, fiRUMLLI EXPLAINS U ALL 

LIFE'S LITTLE SECRETS. REVEALED! 


PFEP DAf>P FLAPS 


i — 


' USED TO THINk ALL C«nf FWiE SI* 5TOS 
THE CUM1S IN WE SSI ON THE EDGE OF TOWN. 



C ROBERT WALDO BRUNELLE JR 2017 



by TOM TOMORROW 


mBi 

~'!rlraT 


I SEAN, DO YOU HAVE ANY EVIDENCE 

I REGARDING THESE ALLEGED HELL- 


I DON'T BE stupid: THEY'RE 
I SHAPE-SHIFTERS! THEY 
COULD BE anyone: they 


WE COULD 


I THE PRESIDENT'S LATEST TWEET 

| SEEMS DISCONNECTED FROM REALITY- 


EVERY SINGLE THING THE 
DENT TWEETS'. WE'RE to 
WORKING TO GET THINGS DO 

AVERAGE AMERICANS ! 


SLASHING HEALTH CARE, 
ENDING CONSUMER, EN- 
VIRONMENTAL AND LABOR 
PROTECTIONS, CUTTING 
TAKES FOR BILLIONAIRES— I 
THINGS LIKE that: M 


look, NOBODY 
AMERICA FROM 
To BE EASY . 


DESTROYING 



WHEN IT JOT W0 IN 
HU NEIGNMWSOOtl, 


I ton*. I'D Dissolve 
INTALTOK j cHtlWCMS 


EDIE EVERETTE 





If you like us ^ Enjoy 5% i 

ston • 802-864-9831 • blodgettsupply.com • m-f 830-430 • 
For individual attention, appointments are recommended. 


Spa Shower 

in the privacy of your own home... 


20% off Showers 
through February 


RED MEAT proctological sunshine e.traotor CcjnnOI TT 


MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.28) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-4) 
CALCOKU 8. SUDOKU (P.C-6) 


American 

Heart 

Association ® 


life is why 


Sugary drinks are 
the largest source 
of added sugars 
in kids’ diets. 


Today’s Special: 

Healthy Meals 
for Vermont Kids 

Making the Healthy 
the Easy Choice 





fun stuff 


JEN SORENSEN 



HARRY BLISS 



50 , MARIE, ED,THE HOFFS, 
THE COHEMS , THE LOWRYS, 
LOU, SAM, CANDICE AND 
THE POLNICKS TELL ME 
VOU WEREN'T INVITED. 


RACHEL LIVES HERE NOW 





' FREE WILL ASTROLOGY bvrobbrezsny e 



PISCES 

FEB. 19-MARCH 20: 

What would your best mother do 
in a situation like this? Please note 
that I'm not asking, "What would 
your mother do?" I'm not suggest- 
ing you call on the counsel of your 
actual mother. When I use the term 
■your best mother," I'm referring to 
the archetype of your perfect moth- 
er. Imagine a wise older woman who 
understands you telepathically, 
loves you unconditionally and wants 
you to live your life according to your 
own inner necessity, not hers or 
anyone else's. Visualize her. Call on 
her. Seek her blessings. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): My astrological 
radar suggests there's a space-time anomaly 
looming just ahead of you. Is it a fun and ex- 
otic limbo where the rules are flexible and 
everything's an experiment? That might be 
cool. Or is it more like an alien labyrinth where 
nothing is as it seems, you can hear howl- 
ing in the distance and you barely recognize 
yourself? That might be weird. What do you 
think? Is it worth the gamble? If so, full speed 
ahead. If not I suggest a course correction. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Someone 
on Redditcom asked readers to respond 
to the question, "What is the most liberat- 
ing thought you've ever had?" Among the 
replies were the following six: 1. "If new evi- 


dence presents itself it’s OK to change my 
beliefs." 2. T get to choose who's in my life 
and who isn't." 3. "I am not my history." 4. 
"You can't change something that has al- 
ready happened, so stop worrying about it." 
5. “I am not, nor will I ever be, convention- 
ally beautiful." 6. T don't have to respond to 
people when they say stupid s"'" to me." I 
hope these testimonies inspire you to come 
up with several of your own, Taurus. It's a per- 
fect time to formulate liberating intentions. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It has been a 
while since I told you that I love you. So I'm 
doing it now. I LOVE YOU. More than you could 
ever imagine. And that's why I continue to of- 
fer these horoscopes to you free of charge, 
with no strings attached. That's why l work 
so hard to be a playful therapist and an edgy 
mentor for you. That's why I am so tenacious 
in my efforts to serve you as a feminist fa- 
ther figure and a kindly devil's advocate and 
a sacred cheerleader. Again, t don't expect 
anything in return from you. But if you would 
like to express your appreciation, you could 
do so by offering a similar type of well-craft- 
ed care to people in your own sphere. Now 
would be an excellent time to give such gifts. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): "I like the word 
bewilderment' because it has both 'be' and 
'wild' in it," says poet Peter Gizzi. I propose 
that you go even further. Cancerian: Express 
a fondness for the actual experience of bewil- 
derment as wel I as the word. In fact, be willing 
to not just tolerate, but actually embrace the 
fuzzy blessings of bewilderment. In the com- 
ing weeks, that's your ticket to being wild in 
the healthiest (and wealthiest) ways. As you 
wander innocently through the perplexing 
mysteries that make themselves available, 
you'll be inspired to escape formalities and 
needless rules that have keptyou overly tame. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Are you familiar with 
psychologist Carl Jung's concept of the shad- 
ow? It's the unflattering or uncomfortable part 
of you that you would prefer to ignore or sup- 
press. It's the source of behavior about which 
you later say. "I wasn’t acting like myself." 
Jungians say that the shadow hounds you 


and wounds you to the degree that you refuse 
to deal with it. But if you negotiate with it, it 
leads you to beautiful surprises. It prods you 
to uncover riches you've hidden from your- 
self. I mention this. Leo, because any shad- 
ow work you do in the coming weeks could 
generate rather spectacular breakthroughs. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You could make a 
vow like this: "Between nowand April 15. 1 will 
be relentless in getting my needs meL I will 
harbor a steely resolve to call on every ploy 
necessary to ensure that my deepest require- 
ments are not just gratified, but satiated to 
the max. I will be a dogged and ferocious seek- 
er of absolute fulfil Iment." If you want to swear 
an oath like thaL Virgo. I understand. But I 
hope you will try a softer approach — more 
like the following: 'Between nowand April 15, 
I will be imaginative and ingenious in getting 
my needs meL I will have fun calling on every 
trick necessary to ensure that my deepest re- 
quirements are playfully addressed. I will be 
a sweet seeker of unpredictable fulfillmenL" 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22): How would Bud- 
dha ask for a raise or promotion? How would 
Jesus tinker with his career plans as he took 
into consideration large-scale shifts in the 
economy? How would Confucius try to in- 
fuse new approaches and ideas into the sta- 
tus quo of his work environment? Ruminate 
deeply on these matters, dear Libra. Your 
yearning to be more satisfyingly employed 
may soon be rewarded — especially if you in- 
fuse your ambitions with holy insight How 
would Joan of Arc break through the glass 
ceiling? How would Harriet Tubman deal 
with the inefficiencies caused by excess tes- 
tosterone? How would Hildegard of Bingen 
seek more emotional richness on the job? 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): I suspect you 
would benefit from acquiring a new bed- 
room name, my dear. But should I be the one 
to give it to you? I’m not sure. Maybe you 
could invite a practical dreamer you adore 
to provide you with this crazy, sweet new 
moniker. If there is no such person to do the 
job (although given the current astrological 
omens, I bet there is). I'll offer the following 


array of amorous aliases for you to choose 
from: Wild Face ... Kiss Genius ... Thrill Witch 
... Freaky Nectar ... Boink Master ... Lust Moxie 
... Pearly Thunder ... Peach Licker ... Painkiller 
... Silky Bliss ... Slippery Diver... Swoon Craver. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec 21): Soon I'll 
be off on my first vacation in 18 months. At 
first glance it might seem odd for an astrolo- 
ger like myself to have selected two Sagit- 
tarians to be my house sitters. Members of 
your sign are reputed to be among the least 
home-nurturing people in the zodiac But 
I'm confident that by the time I return, rac- 
coons won't be living in my kitchen, nor will 
my plants be dead or my snail mail stolen 
or my TV broken. The current astrological 
omens suggest that most of you Centaurs, at 
least for the foreseeable future, will display 
an uncommon aptitude for the domestic arts. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The near 
future will be mutable, whimsical and fluky. 
It'll be serendipitous, mercurial and extempo- 
raneous. You should expect happy accidents 
and lucky breaks. Your ability to improvise 
will be quite valuable. Do you believe in lucky 
numbers? Even if you don't yours will be 333. 
Your sacred password will be ‘quirky plucky.' 
Cartoon characters with whom you will have 
the most in common are Bugs Bunny and 
Roadrunner. The place where you're most 
likely to encounter a crucial teaching is a 
threshold or thrift shop. Your colors of des- 
tiny will be flecked and dappled. (P.S.: I sus- 
pect that an as-yet-undiscovered talisman 
of power is crammed in a drawer full of junk.) 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Treat your 
body like a sublime temple, please. And regard 
your imagination as a treasured sanctuary. 
Be very choosy about what you allow to enter 
in to both of those holy places. This strategy 
is always a wise idea, of course, but it's espe- 
cially so now, when you are extra sensitive 
to the influences you absorb. It's crucial that 
you express maximum discernment as you 
determine which foods, drinks, drugs, images, 
sounds and ideas are likely to fbsteryour maxi- 
mum well-being — and which aren't Be a mas- 
terful caretaker of your health and sanity. 


CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 
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CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2,000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


WITTY. FUN. HAPPY EXTROVERT 
Hey boys, thanks for looking. I am a 

girl. If you like UVM hockey games, 
the BTV bike path, a round of golf, 
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SEEKING ADVENTUROUS 81 LADIES 


wife to join me and my husband in 



my needs, part of which is pleasuring 
and joining in. Jspl967, 49. 0 
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NEW! SEND US YOUR MESSAGE! NEW! SEND US YOUR MESSAGE! NEW! SEND US YOUR MESSAGE! 



We'll publish as many messages as 
we can in the Love Letters section 
(coming soon). 

Interested readers will 
send you letters in the mail. 

No internet required! 



MAIL TO: SEVEN DAYS LOVE LETTERS ■ P.O. BOX 1164, BURLINGTON, VT 05402 
OPTIONAL WEB FORM: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/LOVELETTERS 
HELP: 802-865-1020, EXT. 37, LOVELETTERS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 

THIS FORM IS FOR LOVE LETTERS ONLY. Messages for the Personals, 
Hookups and 1-Spy sections must be submitted online at dating.sevendaysvt.com. 
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ASK 
ATHENA 

I have gotten so dry down there in the past year, 
and it makes my hubby think that he doesn't make 
me wet because I don't find him sexually attractive. 
That's not an issue; I'm very attracted to him. What 
do I do? What is wrong? 



Want to Be Wet 

Don't let a little dryness "down there" lead to a dry 
spell in your love life! There are many reasons you 
might be feeling extra-dry lately, and just as many 
solutions to explore. 

It’s good ol' estrogen that keeps the vaginal 
lining nice and wet. When estrogen levels are low, 
you produce less moisture. This can happen after 
childbirth, while breastfeeding or at the onset of 
menopause. Dryness can also be a side effect of 
antidepressants or allergy and cold meds. Or it could 
just mean you need to up your foreplay game before 
sexy time. However, if the dryness becomes itchy, 
burning or painful, you should see your ob-gyn. Not a 
bad idea to check in with your doc either way! 

Now, back to your hubby. First, soothe his ego by 
sharing with him all the things above that could be 
leaving you high and dry — and encourage him to 
support you as you locate the cause. Then, consider 
some exciting and meaningful ways to show him 
that you still want him. Whether that's surprising 
him with a weekend away or a blow job for dessert, 
its time to get creative. 

Let this be a reminder to keep the love flowing, no 
matter what obstacles arise. As I always say, "Court 
your partner all the way to your last date." 

And in the meantime, don't forget the lube! 

QiouM, 


Need advice? 

You can send your own question to 

her at askathena@sevendaysvt.com. 


Say you saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 



Ready to recruit some new talent? 

Our readers are planning their next career moves. Employers get results with Seven Days Jobs — 
our brand-new, mobile-friendly, online job board atjobs.sevendaysvt.com. 



Job Recruiters: 

■ Post jobs using a form that includes key info 
about your company and open positions 
(location, application deadlines, video, 
images, etc.). 


Accept applications and manage the hiring 
process via our new applicant tracking tool. 
Easily manage your open job listings from 
your recruiter dashboard. 


Job Seekers: 

■ Search for jobs by keyword, location, 
category and job type. 

• Set up job alert emails using custom 
search criteria. 


■ Save jobs to a custom list with your 
own notes on the positions. 

■ Apply for jobs directly through the site. 
• Share jobs on social media channels. 


SEVEN DAYS J©bs 

Launch your recruitment 
campaign today on 
jobs.sevendaysvt.com! 



Get a quote when you post online or 
contact Michelle Brown: 865-1020, ext. 21, 
michel le@sevendaysvt.com. 
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EMAIL US 
TODAY! 


Our mission is to challenge and inspire your 
child to achieve their personal best in a safe, 
friendly, non-competitive environment. 




FREE 
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John Vincents print revolution The Highland Lodge is reborn Bohemian Bakery in Montpelier 





